

Italian foreign i iinister resigiis 

ROME (R) — Italian Foreign Kfinister VmcCQZo Sconi resigned on 
Wednesday, just a month after the formation of the new government, die 
speaker of the lower -house, -qf . p arfiam ept said.,. Speaker Giorgio 
Napohtano. read xmt a letter from Mr. Sot^ niyfng that as he was leaving 
the government, he do longer wantcd to reagnAa'pa riiammrar y seat. A 
second minister. Foreign Tirade Minister Vitalooe, ««W die 

&maie to suspend his previoiisty-offercd ’rrag^atibafroai tlte upper house 
of parfiameat and party colleagues said Us resignation from the 
government was imminent. Mr, Scotti andMr.Vitakme both belong to 
the dominant C hri s tian Democrat Farty-and government sources linked 
the moves to parly in-fighting. Mr. Scotti is a IfOKfin g rancid”™* to lake 
over as leader of die : Chnstian-Democrats. Christian Democrat members 
of Prime Minister Giufiano Amato’s cabinet had all agreed to resign their 
seats in parliament, although minjstcrsJnxn.other parfies in the coalition 
did not foflow suit.' Mr. Amato’s government, a fragile four-party 
coalition, eartier survived an important testwheu lbe~4ower house 
approved an emergency budget padtagg by j wid& margjn. 
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King receives academy students 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein received at the Royal 
Court Wednesday students from the Royal Command and Staff Academy. 
King Hussein expressed his pride m them and the efforts they exerted 
during their study at the college. King Hussein reviewed at die meeting 
development Jordan witnessed over the past decades despite grave 
challenge and scarcity of resources. The King affirmed dial the Jordanian 
people “will keep their beads high and will be an example and model. We 
wiB perform our duty in die best manner so that the verdict of the 
generations to come will be in favour of us. not a gaino us.” The meeting 
was attended by His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. Royal Court Chief Kfulod A1 Karalri, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Farid Abu Taleb, and 
senior officers. Earlier in the day. His Majesty King Hussein attended the 
graduation ceremony of a new batch from the Royal Command and Staff 
Academy. 
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Algerian opposition 
slams austerity plan 

ALGIERS (R) — A major 
opposition party has attacked 
Algeria’s new prime minister for 

* promising further austerity and 
said only a property-elected gov- 
ernment could rescue the coun- 
try. The Front of Socialist Forces 
(FFS) said in a statement pub- 
lished in Wednesday’s newspap- 
ers it “cannot accept that mi 
already impoverished people 
pays, yet again, for the govern- 
ment's mismanagement with even 
more hardship.” New Prime 
Minister Belaid Abdul S'dam de- 
clared on Monday that Algeria 
had to switch to a war economy, 
cutting imports to bare essentials 

m and dosing factories if necessary 

■ in order to service $25 billion erf 
foreign debt. The FFS said: 
“Only a legitimate government 
can have the time needed to act 
and the essential public support 
to engage the country in a 
medium and long-term process of 
national recovery." 

Bush reassures 
Yeltsin of aid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush called Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin Wednes- 
day and told him he was optimis- 
tic about winning passage of a 
muffibUlkm-doUar aid package 
for the former Soviet republics 

i now nearing a final vote in Con-' 
gross. Mr. Bush and Mr. Yeltsin 
also discussed the situation in 

L Iraq. White House spokesman 

* Marlin Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
spoke with Mr. Yetain for 15 
minutes. 

i 

• Spanish foreign 

; minister visits Fez 

RABAT (R) — Spanish Foreign 

! Minister Javier Solana arrived iq 
the central Moroccan city of Fez 
on Wednesday on his first official 
visit abroad since bis appoint- 
ment a month ago. He was due to 
. be received by King Hassanjn the 
monarch's mountain palace at 
Ifrane and confer with his Moroc- 
can coun'-rpart Abdul Litif Hla- 

t ii. Spanisa sources said the pur- 

r pose of his 24-hour visit was 
primarily to establish personal 
contact with Moroccan leaders. 
Topics a*. his talku. would include 
the question of Moroccan immig- 
rants in Spain and economic 
cooperation. 

Blast reported at 
Russian gas pipeline 

MOSCOW (R) — An explosion 
dosed a gas pipeline near the 
Rnsaan town of Krasnoturinsk, 
but no casualties were reported, 

. ITAR-TASS news agency said on 
Wednesday. Gas was diverted to 
a reserve pipeline, the agency 
said. Krasnoturinsk is in Russia’s 
Sverdlovsk region, about 1,500 
kilometres southeast of Moscow. 
The agency said the explosion 

I took place on Tuesday night. 

■ Emergency repair teams were 
already working at the scene, 
which had been cordoned off. It 
did not say how long it would 
take to repair the damaged pipe- 
line. 

Brunei tightens laws 
on drugs 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brunei (R) — Brunei has tight- 
ened its drug laws to provide for 
the death penalty for cannabis 
and opium traffickers, officials 
said on Wednesday. Capital 
- punishment is already automatic 
for anyone caught with more than 
15 grammes of heroin and mor- j 
phme. Under the new laws, those I 
caught with more than 200 gram- 

, mes of cannabis and opium will 
also be sent to the gallows. At 
present cannabis and opium- 
peddlers are given a maxi m u m 
sentence of 20 years in jail and 15 
strokes of the cane. 

Velayatl visits Italy 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Ale bar Vdayah 
departed Tehran on Wedensday 
for a two-day visit to Rome, die 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
said.. The agency reported that 
Italy’s ambassador to Iran, 
Giovanni Castellaneta, told die 
En giish -iaw guage Tehran Tunes, 
that Mr. Velayati’s trip “witt pave 
the way for better reciprocal rela- 
tions.” Talks would also include 
discussion of Iraq, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the former . 
Soviet Union, “particnlaxty Cen- 
tral Asia,” the newly appointed; 
ambassador was quote das 
saying. 


Lower House insists on 
its own version of draft 
law on political parties 

Deputies reject Upper House-proposed 
amendments, return legislation to Senate 


By P.V. Vtvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday sent 
back the draft law on political 
parties to the Upper House (Sen- 
ate) refusing to endorse amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate. 

However, government officials 
and Parliament observers said 
they did not expect the issue to 
become a bone of contention 
between tbe elected Lower 
House and the appointed Senate, 
winch meets today to discuss its 
response. 

“I don't think there is going to 
be any major problem in the 
House of Notables (Senate) since 
.the move from the House of 
Representatives is backed by a 
majority,'' said one senior offi- 
cial, adding that the government 
had mad e its position dear to the 
Senate. 

In its present form, the draft 
law; witidi was approved after 
amendments and sent to the Sen- 
ate by the Lower House in mid- 
July, represents a “consensus be- 
tween the government and die 
various parliamentary blocs” in 


the House, the official noted. 

“A lot of deliberations and 
discussions between the govern- 
ment and the various blocs went 
into the draft law before it was 
approved by the Lower House,” 
tbe official said. “Obviously the 
deputies feel strongly that no 
amendments should be incorpo- 
rated into the law.” 

The Senate, which referred the 
legislation back to the House last 
week after incorporating what 
many observers describe as 
“minor changes,” had only 
“sought to make things dear in 
the law,” according to an obser- 
ver. 

One of the Senate-proposed 
amendments (to Artidd 21 of tbe 
law suggests that political activi- 
ties be kept away from govern- 
ment as weO as private schools 
while the House- approved ver- 
sion rally referred to “govern- 
ment institutions.” 

Tbe government had lobbied 
against this inclusion in the law, 
said the official, commenting that 
“anyone who knows our society 
will agree that there is indeed a 
need for political awareness 
among our students." 


But, as Deputy Prime Minister 
Thouqan Hmdawi explained to 
the House Wednesday, the gov- 
ernment compromised with the 
Senate if only because of its 
determination to ensure the pas- 
sage of the law as soon as possi- 
ble. 

The Senate also dedded to 
indude the phrase “within tbe 
governs of thelaw” to Article 18, 
which offers “immunity" to 
“offices, documents, correspond- 
ence and means of communica- 
tion” of any political party 
against arbitrary government ac- 
tion. 

The offiaal explained that tins 
approach appeased to be based 
on senators’ desire to “make 
things entirely dear with no 
ambiguity." j 

According to the" official, it 
would not have made any differ- 
ence whether or not tbe phrase was 
included in the law since there 
was no room for the government 
to adopt any arbitrary action 
against political parties without 
the proper legal and judidal 
backdrop, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Israeli authorities 
seal Jenin home 


Iraqis Tuesday stage anti-American demonstrations in Baghdad 

U.N. team finds no 
weapons material 
in Iraqi ministry 


Anti-inflation strike Honecker 
paralyses Lebanon in Berlin t. 


BEIRUT (Agencies): — A 
nationwide strike to protest a 
worsening economic crisis grip- 
red Lebanon Wednesday as tv“ 
i/alue of the Lebanese pouiti 
neared record lows. 

Banks, shops, restaurants, 
newspapers, movie theaters,' 
amuEe.r.er* -entres and ofte- 
businesses uosed in line with tbe. 
strike called by the 350,000- 
strong General Federation of 
Labour Unions. 

Hebneted government troops 
and red-bereted riot polka man- 
ned checkpoints in major com- 
mercial districts across Beirut and 
other Lebanese cities to confront 
outbreaks of violence, though 
none were reported initially. 

Beirut airport was abiding by a 
two-hour “symbolic” work stop- 
page as of 11 a.m. (0800 GMT), 
delaying departing flights. No in- 
coming flights were scheduled. 

The labour federation called 
the one-day “wanting strike” to 
protest against the rapid decline 
of the Lebanese currency, which 
rated 2,040 to the U.S. dollar on 
Tuesday. 

That was dose to the record 
low of 2,100 to the dollar, which 
sparked nationwide violence May 
6 and forced the government of 
Omar Ksorami to resign amid the 
worst economic crisis in the coun- 
try’s 48 years of independence. 


The pound’s nosedive sent 
prices sky high in a country that 
imports at least 85 per cent of its 

—"’c reeds. 

: he pound, which sold at 2.5 to 
the dollar before the 1975-1990 
civfl war, rated 1,750 to the dollar 
when Prime Minister Rashid Solh 
fenred his 20-man cabinet to- 
replace Mr. Karami’s on May 16. 

The labour group said it was 
giving Mr. Solh’s cabinet a 10-day 
moratorium to deal with the eco- 
nomic crisis. 

“Inspite of the government's 
irresponsible actions, we are 
ready for serious dialogue to find 
ways to solve the economic prob- 
lem... otherwise, the state would 
bear the consequences,” a fed- 
eration statement said. 

Union Officials said they 
toured the streets of major rides 
and towns to make sure tbe ac- 
tion was peaceful as demanded by 
the authorities. 

Interior Minister Sami A1 
Khateeb said in a statement: 
“Lebanon is a Democratic coun- 
try and it is the right of tbe people 
to express their opinion freely. 
Our main .concern is that the 
strike be peaceful and law and 
order be maintained.” 

There was no official comment 
on the impact of the strike. 

Mr. Solh has promised to give 

(Continued on page 2) 


in Berlin to 
face charges 

BERLIN (AP) — Former East 
German leader Erich Honecker 
returned to his homeland 
Wednesday to face charges that 
he was responsible for the deaths 
of hundreds of Germans who 
tried to escape his hardline com- 
munist dictatorship. 

Germany promised a “fair 
trial,” not tainted by revenge for 
his repressive rule. 

• Mr. Honecker, 79, arrived at 
Tegel airport in western Berlin 
aboard an Aeroflot airliner short- 
ly after 8 p.m. (1800 GMT), to be 
arrested immediately on charges 
of manslaughter related to deaths 
of people two tried to escape East 
Germany. 

The arrival was shown live on 
national ARD television. A 
handful of people carried old 
East German flags outside the 
airport terminal demonstrating 
for Mr. Honecker to be freed. 

His return capped a 17-month 
drama since he and his wife Mar- 
got were slipped to Moscow from 
a Soviet Red Army hospital out- 
side Berlin. Since December they 
had been holed up in the Chilean 
Embassy in Moscow, fighting ex- 
tradition to Germany. 

Mr. Honecker raised his right 
fist in a defiant old-style com- 
munist salute as he walked out of 
(Continued on page 5) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — U.N- 
weapons inspectors wrapped up a 
search of Iraq's Ministry of Agri- 
culture on Wednesday and said 
they had found no evidence 
directly relating to weapons of 
mass destruction. 

But team leader Achim Bier- 
mann of Germany, whose inspec- 
tion ended a standoff laced with 
threats of U.S. mUitaiy action 
against Iraq, held ont the possi- 
bility that relevant materials 
could have been removed from 
tbe buildings. 

“We did not find any 687 direct 
related material.” Mr. Biermann 
told a news conference, referring 
to the Security Council ceasefire 
resolution passed after the Gulf 
war. 

As the U.N. experts conceded 
their failure, Baghdad boasted 
that Iraq’s dignity had been res- 
tored during its standoff with the 
West. 

Iraqi Television showed Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein taking a 
symbolic swim in a river near his 
hometown. There also was foot- 
age of a bare-chested Saddam driv- 
ing a speedboat, showing tiiat he 
and President George Bush share 
an interest in the water sport. 

A previous inspection team 
was barred from tbe ministry and 
gave up a 17-day stake-out last 
week because of increasingly hos- 
tile demonstrations. U.N. offi- 
cials have repeatedly expressed 
concerns that the Iraqis used that 
time to destroy or remove 
weapo os-related documents. 

U.N. experts suspected the 
ministry contained documents on 
Iraq’s chemical, biological, nuc- 
lear and ballistic weapons. Iraq 
denied tbe charge. 

. Iraqis Tuesday staged demon- 


strations in Baghdad and other 
cities, but protesters were kept 
away from the Ministry of Agn- 
culture. 

In Manana, Bahrain, a U.N. 
spokeswoman said the inspection 
team was to leave Iraq on 
Wednesday -evening along with 
Rolf Ekeus, bead of the U.N. 
special commission dismantling 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion under the terms of tbe Gulf 
war ceasefire. 

Mr. Ekeus negotiated an end 
to the standoff. He came to Iraq 
with the inspectors to supervise 
the search and to discuss arrange- 
ment for future inspections under 
the terms of tbe ceasefire. 

On Tuesday night, while the 
inspectors were still inside the 
ministry, Iraqi Television pre- 
sented rare shots of them going 
about their work. 

They were seen sifting through 
dustbins, looking under rugs and 
carpets, entering toilets and bath- 
rooms and checking inside sew- 
age pipes. 

Mr. Biermann, asked whether 
any documents or materials were 
taken out of the buildings, said: 
“No we did not take any materia] 
from tbe ministry.” 

Asked whether he found any- 
thing dubious inside, he said: “It 
is a little bit too early.” 

He would not say whether be 
found any trace of material hav- 
ing been removed by the Iraqis 
from the ministry. “Those are 
special points which we have to 
discuss amongst ourselves.” 

The United Nations and Iraq 
have each claimed victory over 
tiie way the ministry was in- 
spected. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Debate on ‘corruption 9 case — a political landmark 


By Nenneen Murad - 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Beyond its huge 
legal implications, the Lower 
House of Parliament’s open 
debate on a “corruption” case, 
in which former Prime Minis- 
ter Zeid Rxfai and ex-ministers 
Hanna Odeh and Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh are implicated, is 
an unprecedented exercise 
which could change the politic- 
al scene in tbe country. 

Some analysts believe that it 
has already created significant 
change if only because, it 
proved that democracy has in- 
stitutionalised the rule of the 
krar and that all people are 
equal before that law. 

“The chang e in the political 
scene has already taken 
place,” an observer of Parlia- 
ment told tite Jordan Times 
Wednesday. “Regardless of 
the merits of the case, there is 
an obvious new element now 
and it is that no one is above 
the law and everyone is 
accountable.” 


For most deputies who 
spoke during Monday's session 
of the House, the issue of 
whether or not to open old 
“corruption” ' cases was re- 
solved m favour of unvoting all 
cases of past “corruption’ 7 and 
trying all those who are in- 
dicted. One deputy, however, 
told the House tiiat Jordan 
needed all the loans and grants 
it could get and that the 
ongoing debacle threatens to 
make the Kingdom look like a 
“school of embezzlement.” 

But that was a lone voice 
among many who, regardless 
of their personal motives, 
stressed the need to fight cor- 
ruption even when they were 
defending one or more of the 
throe officials fowled in this 
particular case. 

And apart from a consensus 
in Parliament on this need, 
cabinet members also feel that 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker’s government has 
“gained credibility from Ass 
debate” 

“There is. a dear, message 
that we are more credible and 


that ali people axe equal before 
the law,” a member of the 
government told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. “Without 
this credibility a government 
cannot function.” 

Observers and analysts are 
describing Monday's debate as 
a “soul-searching session” 
where deputies, after three 
years of apparent inaction, 
have dug up one case and 
“seem to have burdened it with 
all their feelings of guilt over 
not f ulfilling the promises they 
made to their constituents in 
3989 when they were elected,” 
as one of the analysts put it. 

Now tiiat general elections is 
only one year away, many 
observers believe that this case 
of alleged corruption has been 
brought to purpose in the hope 
tiiat deputies can reap its be- 
nefits in fee upcoming dec- 
turns. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, addressing tbe 
House Monday in his capacity 
as a deputy from Maan, said: 
“It appears that the ejection- 
campaign season has opened.” 


Other deputies termed it dif- 
ferently, “Let this session be 
one of honesty, openness and 
courage m which we are honest 
with ourselves and with tbe 
people who put their trust in 
us,” Irbid Deputy Husni AI 
Shiyab told the House. 

Although “political oppor- 
tunism” may have been appa- 
rent in Monday’s discussions, 
analysts believe that “even a 
little bit of political acting is 
sanctioned in democracy.” 

What really matters is the 
emergence of a “combination 
of accountability” in the execu- 
tive and legislative branches of 
governments, said one analyst. 
In that sense the political im- 
plications of the case will out- 
weigh its legality, especially 
tiiat lawyers and many de- 
puties believe that the case will 
remain a political indicator of 
Jordan’s democratic evolution 
but will fell short of bringing 
tte three officials to trial by a 
special court. 

A two-third majority of the 
House (53 votes) is needed to 
refer the case to trial. It seems 


difficult since at least 15 mem- 
bers have so far absented 
themselves from tbe debate. 
Furthermore, lawyers among 
the House members have ex- 
pressed doubt that whether 
there are legal grounds for 
indictment of the three officials 
and have thus created doubt 
among the undecided. 

If fee same number of de- 
puties absented themselves 
from next Monday's debate as 
tbe case was last Monday, it 
would be very difficult to mus- 
ter enough support for fee 
motion to refer the case to 
trial. Only 63 or 64 deputies 
are expected to attend the ses- 
sion. 

Another point to consider is 
that fee House is expected to 
vote for or against indictment 
on a one by one baas. The 
deputies will be asked to vote 
publicly on the charges against 
each of fee three officials by 
name. This could lead to the 
indictment of only one of the 
three former officials and 
analysts expect Mr. Hawam- 
deh to be fee one to be singled 
out 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
Tuesday sealed fee borne of 
Ahmad Fadal Awad in the Jenin 
refugee camp in the occupied 
West Bank. Mr. Awad is sus- 
pected of stabbing an Israeli Arab 
earlier this year, the army said. 

Mr. Awad's family appealed to 
fee supreme court against the 
sealing order, but was rejected, 
an army statement added. 

Israeli and Western human 
rights have protested such sealing 
as collective punishment 

In the Gaza refugee camp of 
Rafath, Arab reporters said sol- 
diers opened fire on a bus of 
children, wounding a 12-year-old 
boy in the head. 

An army spokesman said fee 
soldiers opened fire wife rubber 
ballets on a group of Palestinian 
stone-throwers and one boy was 
wounded. 

Meanwhile, tbe Israeli govern- 
ment has req nested d a delay in an 
Israeli court hearing on appeals 
of 13 Palestinians ordered expel- 
led to allow the government time 
to formulate a policy on explu- 
sions. 

The appeal hearing is sche- 
duled for next week just before 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
to hold his first meeting with 
President George Bush and as fee 
United States is trying to renew 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Israel's policy of expelling 
Palestinians has angered the 
Arabs and been criticised by tbe 
United States and other Western 
nations as a violation of interna- 
tional covenants. 

The request for a delay came 
after a meeting between Mr. 
Rabin, who also is defence minis- 
ter, and military and legal offi- 
cials failed tp establish a policy 
beforcTfee bearing next Sunday, 
Israel army radio reported. 

The radio quoted Mr. Rabin's 


spokesman. Gad Ben An. as 
saying discussions would con- 
tinue. 

Justice Ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed declined to give de- 
tails on fee meeting, but con- 
firmed state attorney Borit 
Beinisch asked fee supreme court 
to delay fee hearing until late 
August. 

Ms. Eshed quoted the state 
attorney as noting Mr. Rabin had 
been in office only two weeks and 
saying fee government needs “an 
additional short period of time” 
to consider fee issue. 

She added the supreme court 
had not yet replied to fee request. 

Lawyers for the 11 Palestinians 
slated for expulsion have said 
their clients have been offered 
“voluntary exile” for a limited 
time. Israel Radio reported feat 
several agreed but then changed 
their mind. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
advocates granting Europe a 
more active role in Arab-Israeli 
arms control talks, Israel televi- 
sion and radio reported Tuesday. 

Mr. Peres voiced bis position in 
a discussion with defence ministry 
director David Ivri, who heads 
the Israeli delegation on regional 
arms control, the reports said. 
Mr. Ivri agreed wife fee foreign 
minister, they added. 

Mr. Peres still needs to bring 
his proposal to Mr. Rabin, the 
television report said. 

Mr. Peres proposes feat the 
European Community (EC) play 
a greater role in regional peace 
negotiations, mainly those deal- 
ing with Mideast arms control, 
Israel Television said. 

The EC has hosted talks on 
regional trade and economic 
issues but was barred from send- 
ing a full delegation to arms 
control talks by the former gov- 
ernment of Yitzhak Shamir. 


Clifford indicted for 
bribery and fraud 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Defence Secretary Clark 
Clifford, a pillar of the Democratic 
establishment and an adviser to 
presidents as far back as Harey 
Truman, was indicted along wife 
his law partner Wednesday in a 
banking scandal. 

The Justice Department 
announcement of federal charges 
was coupled wife tbe disclosure in 
New York City feat Mr. Clifford 
and colleague Reobert Altman 
were indicted by a state grand 
jury in the same alleged conspira- 
cy. 

The three-count federal indict- 
ment accused Mr. Clifford and 
Mr. Altman of enriching them- 
selves through secret 
“sweetheart” loans and other 
agreements wife fee Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI). The New York 
State indictment also accused 
them of accepting bribes. 

Official said Mr. Clifford and 
Mr. Altman concealed important 
information from tbe Federal Re- 
serve Board about fee efforts of 
BCCI to expand their operations 
in fee United States. 

Mr. Clifford and Mr. Altman 
acted as BCO’s principal lawyers 
in this country. They also were 
chairman and president, respec- 
tively, of First American Bank- 
shares, Washington's biggest 
bank-holding company. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Robert Mueller said that Mr. 
Clifford, 85, and Mr. Altman, 45, 


made millions through their sec- 
ret dealings. Among those bribed 
were Washington attorneys Clif- 
ford and Altman, who assisted 
BCCI in secretly gaining control 
of First American Bankshares 
Inc., of which Clifford and Alt- 
man were officers,” Manhattan 
District Attorney Robert 
Morgenfeau said. 

Mr. Clifford and Mr. Altman 
also wme accused of defrauding 
banking regulators by illegally 
permitting fee other BCCI con- 
spirators to influence the conduct 
of First American 

The federal indictment charged 
Mr. Clifford and Mr. Altman 
wife one count each of criminal 
conspiracy and wife two counts 
each of illegally concealing mate- 
rial facts from federal regulators. 
Each count carries a maximum 
prison term of five years and a 
$250,000 fine. 

At the same time, fee Federal 
Reserve Board announced it had 
begun a formal civil enforcement 
proceeding against Mr. Clifford 
and Mr. Altman to determine 
whether they should be per- 
manently barred from U.S. bank- 
ing. 

Mr. Clifford and Mr. Altman 
were not immediately available 
for comment! They have denied 
knowing BCCI illegally control- 
led First American. Mr. Clifford, 
who gave federal regulators his 
word that BCCI bad no secret 
ownership in First American, 
now says he was duped.. 


AMMAN PLAZA 


Shining at the Plaza 
Howaida A! Hashim 

V, 

Rf and her Folklore band 
l| with singers Moein Najem 
H and Rami Samour at the 
K One Thousand and One 
|P^ Nights restaurant. 

For reservation: 

,, 674111 
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~rg 3li settlement curbs Lebanese 

will slew 1993 growth premier 


TEL AVTV (k) — The new 
Israeli government's curbs on set- 
tlement in the occupied tenitor- 
■ -is have won political favour with 
Washington but will hamper eco- 
nomic growth next year. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
told the parliamentary labour and 
welfare committee on Tuesday 
there would be no quick fixes for 
11.6 per cent unemployment. 

Finance Minister Abraham 
echoed his grim short-term fore- 
cast. 

“The year 1993 will not be an 
easy year as far as production. As 
a result of the natural reduction 
m the construction sector, the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
won’t grow significantly.” Mr. 
Snohat told 'reporters. 

“The fruits in employment and 
investment will be seen in 1994- 
5." he added. 

Mr. Rabin '5 two-week-old gov- 
ernment has frozen all new build- 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in a peace gesture 
and effort to re-direct spending 
into creating jobs. 

In the latest development. In- 
dustry Minister Micha Harish 
said on Tuesday the government 
would soon end incentives for 
establishing Israeli industry in the 
occupied territories where 1.75 
million Palestinians and 120,000 
Jewish settlers live. 

The Israeli contractors’ union 
warned the cutbacks could leave 
up to 12,000 construction workers 
unemployed. Mr. Shohat said the 


government would have to pay 
contractors 100-150 million 
shekels (S40-S60 million) as com- 
pensation. 

Washington, eager to spur 
slow-moving Middle East peace 
talks, welcomed the settlement 
curbs. U-S. President George 
Bush invited Mr. Rabin to a 
summit at his Maine vacation 
borne on Aug. 10-11. 

Mr. Bush had shunned Mr. 
Rabin's predecessor Yitzhak Sha- 
mir who angered Washington 
with a lavish campaign to rapidly 
expand the settlements. 

Mr. Bush rejected a Shamir 
government request for S10 bil- 
lion in loan guarantee but is 
expected to grant Mr. Rabin the 
aid for resettling immigrants. 

More than 420,000 Jewish im- 
migrants. most from the former 
Soviet Union, have settled in 
Israel since late 1989. But econo- 
mic expansion has not kept pace 
with population growth and un- 
employment rose to its highest 
level in 20 years. 

The peace talks that began last 
October between Israel and 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Palestinians were set to resume in 
late August in Washington. 

Israel Television said the gov- 
ernment would agree to high- 
level European Community parti- 
cipation in regional talks on aims 
control. Mr. Shamir had opposed 
a European Community role for 
fear it was biased against Israel. 


Vatican announces move 
towards ties with Israel 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
Vatican and Israel held their first 
ever official high-level talks 
Wednesday in a move both sides 
said is aimed at establishing di- 
plomatic ties. 

The absence of such ties, which 
the Vatican maintains with some 
120 countries, has long angered 
Jews around the world. But it has 
also presented a roadblock for 
Vatican participation in Middle 
a East peace talks. 

Both sides agreed to set up a 
permanent bilateral woriring 
committee, which held its first 
meeting here Wednesday. 

A communique issued by the 
Vatican said the committee 
would study and define “issues of 
reciprocal interest with a view 
towards normalising relations.” 

Top Israelis have met through 
the years with Vatican officials, 
but the meetings have been consi- 
dered "private” and the Vatican 
has never formally granted di- 
plomatic recognition to the Jew- 
ish state. 

The Vatican ha* cited Israel’s 
unsettled boundaries, the Palesti- 
nian question and the lack of an 
international statute for the holy 
places in Jerusalem as its reasons. 

Jewish groups have repeatedly 
raised the issue to Pope John Paul 
II during his travels around the 
world. 

Vatical spokesman Joaquin 



Pope John Paul 

Navarro declined to give a target 
date for the establishment of rela- 
tions. 

But he said the naming of the 
committee was a “first dear step 
of an official nature that can be 
looked- on with optimism.” 

Israeli embassy spokesman 
Raphael Gamzou said his govern- 
ment was ready to establish di- 
plomatic ties quickly. 

“For our part,, there are no 
obstacles,” he told the Assori- 
ated Press. 

Mr. Navarro was asked 
whether the Vatican action may 
anger Palestinians, of whom an 
influential! minority — including 
die head of the church in Jeru- 
salem — are Roman catholics. 

The Vatican spokesman said be 
did not think so, noting that 
various Arab delegations have 
been meeting with Israelis in 
Middle East peace negotiations. 


premier 

rejects 

election 

observers 

PARIS (R) — Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rashid A1 Solh, in an 
interview published in Paris on 
Tuesday, rejected suggestions 
that international observers could 
monitor forthcoming general 
elections in Lebanon, the first in 
20 yeais. 

"The whole international press 
will be present and no where 
more than Lebanon is it free to 
observe. All the embassies will 
also be busy," Mr- Solh told the 
newspaper Le Monde. 

“Let all those people testify to 
what they have seen during the 
elections,” he said in the inter- 
view granted just prior to his 
departure on Monday for a four- 
day visit to France. 

Mr. Solh was answering ques- 
tions on suggestions here that 
international monitors check 
whether the elections were fair 
since part of the polling was to be 
in areas held by Syrian troops. 

France, which governed Leba- 
non from 1920 until independ- 
ence in 1943, said last Monday it 
hoped the elections would take 
place under conditions which 
made their results credible. 

A petition signed by dozens of 
French parliamentarians this 
month urged the United Nations 
Security Council to send a moni- 
toring commission to Lebanon. 

The Lebanese government has 
set dates for three rounds of 
voting in August and September 
before Syrian troops are due to 
leave Beirut and other areas for 
eastern Lebanon. 

Le Monde said Mr. Solh was 
evasive when asked if Syrian 
troops would leave after the vote. 

But he said France could help 
Lebanon by pressing Israel to 
withdraw from areas it held in the 
south of the country. 

Le Monde said Mr. Solh nearly 
cancelled his visit at the last 
minute because French author- 
ities would not assure him he 
would meet President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

Diplomatic sources in Paris 
said it would be a dear sign of 
French disapproval for Mr. Solh's 
policies if Mr. Mitterrand did not 
receive him. 

Officials at the president's 
office said no meeting was plan- 
ned at the moment but-they were 
trying to fit one in Mr. Mitter- 
rand’s scheduled. 

Mr. Solh, who met on Tuesday 
with Finance Minister Michel 
Sapin and French business lead- 
ers, arrived with a ministerial 
team seeking aid to strengthen 
the army and rebuild from civil 
war. 

Mr. Solh has said he hoped 
financial problems with France 
would be resolved during the 
visit. Lebanon owes France about 
$80 million, mainly for arms and 
military equipment. 


Police recapture escaped Lebanese hijacker 


Vallorde, Switzerland (AP) — A 
Lebanese extremsit has been re- 
captured nearly a week after 
escaping from prison, where he 
bad been serving a life sentence 
for hijacking an airliner and kill- 
ing a passenger,- police said. 

Hussein Hariri was caught 
shortly before midnight Tuesday 
while he was riding a bicycle 15 
kilometre from the maximum- 
security prison he escaped from 
last Thursday with four other 
prisoners, including one of 
France's most notorious crimin- 
als, Jacques Nyver. 

A police officer going home at 
the end of his shift spotted Hariri 
on the bicycle on the road be- 
tween the Jura mountain towns of 
Vallorde and Le Pont, near the 
French border north of Geneva. 
Police said Hariri offered no re- 
sistance when the officer arrested 
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him. 

One of the escapees was recap- 
tured almost immediately, but 
Hyver, also convicted of hostage 
taking, and two others remained 
at large on Wednesday, police 
said. 

When be escaped, Hariri had 
been serving a life prison term for 
hijacking an /dr Afrique airliner 
and killing a French passenger in 
1987. 

He told the court he was acting 
as a “soldier of God.” The pro- 
secutor said he was on a mission 
for the pro-Iranian Hizbotlah 
group of Lebanon, but Hariri 
refused to testify about the 
allegations. 

The Swiss supreme court, 
which described him as a cold 
blooded fanatic, found him guilty 
of murder, attempted murder, 
hostage-taking and other charges. 

Hariri hijacked an Air Afrique 
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DC-10 on a flight from Brazzavil- 
le, Congo, to Paris in July 1987 to 
press demands for the release of 
Lebanese and Palestinians held 
by France, West Germany and 
Israel. 

He demanded to be flown to 
Beirut. He shot the passenger 
and a flight attendant during a 
refueling stop in Geneva when his 
deadline for servicing the plane 
expired. 

Geneva pplice stormed the 
plane and arrested him. 

Hariri sawed through bis cell 
bars in a March 1990 escape 
attempt, but he was caught be- 
fore ^he left the prison grounds. 

He would have been eligible 
for parole in the year 2003, but 
last month a court sentenced him 
to two more years for setting fire 
to his cell twice to protest prison 
conditions. 



INSPECTION: A of United Nations in- what they suspected as documents <m Iraq’s 
specters Tuesday enter the Iraqi Ministry of weapons programme 
Agr-fa-nttm-g anH Irr i g atio n to check the brrildfalg for 


U.N. pledges swift 
action to save Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) — A United Na- 
tions envoy on Wednesday 
pledged swift relief for Somalia's 
starving millions but urged feud- 
ing gunmen to stop fighting and 
help feed their dying nation. 

“Guns are the biggest problem 
in that country, and some people 
think it is their only method of 
getting food,” U.N. special envoy 
for Somalia Mohammad Sahnoun 
told reporters. 

Speaking in Nairobi after his 
latest fact-finding mission to 
Mogadishu, Mr. Sahncran said he 
wanted the U.N. to send a larger 
force of guards to Somalia than 
the 500 envisaged by the Security 
Council. 

“1 want more than 500 armed 
guards and we are negotiating 
this. I have told Somali factions 
they ought to come into the pic- 
ture, not to squabble, but give 
projections on how they can im- 
prove security themselves.” 

It was Mr. Sahnoun’s most 
comprehensive statement on 
Somalia since he was appointed 
to deal with the emergency and 
reflected renewed concern in the 
U.N. about the crisis. 

Some 4.5 million Somalis are 
starving because of famine and 
drought but aid efforts have been 
hampered by the near-total 
breakdown of law and order since 
rebel clans toppled President 
Mohammad Siad Barre a year 
ago and then turned on each 
other. 

Mr. Sahnoun said a proposal 
for some 6,000 peace-keeping 
troops to be sent to Somalia was 
being examined. Dicussious on 
monitoring a ceasefire in force 
since March were going well. 

He said the U.N. would seek 
the accord of all Somali factions 
before sending in either guards or 
peace-keepers “because we do 
not want armed guards against 
Somalis but with Somalis. They 
must, absolutely must, cooper- 
ate.” 


“If we do not obtain tiheir 
cooperation and force ourselves 
there, then we run the risk of 
foiling into war,” he said. 

Mr. Sahnoun said he was dis- 
cussing with warlord Mohammad 
Farab Aideed and self-declared 
interim President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad plans for Somalis to 
help build “peaceful existence.” 

“I have asked Farah Aideed to 
convince his youths to surrender 
their guns, or exchange them for 
food in order to create a stable 
atmosphere of progress and be 
has pledged his cooperation,” 
Mr. Sahnoun said. ‘T expect all 
others to follow.” 

The envoy said he would also 
visit shortly the self-styled inde- 
pendent state of northern Soma- 
lia to talk with its leaders on a 
national conference “that should 
sort out all their basic difference 
and return the country to civil- 
ity.” 

“There is urgent need of food 
for thousands of dying children in 
the north, and we plan to get it to. 
them as soon as possible,” Mr. 
Sahnoun said. 

- He said he hoped to begin an 
emergency airlift to Somalia be- ; 
fore a U.N. technical' team, which 
is due in the country on Aug.. 5. 
makes its recommendations to 
the Security Council. 

Mr. Sahnoun said he had man- 
aged to open Mogadishu interna- 
tional airport, closed since Janu- 
ary 1991 for relief purposes, and 
four main ports were on standby 
to handle aid. 

The Council on Monday called 
for an urgent airlift to supply 
relief to Somalia after Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali urged 
members to treat the East Afri- 
can nation with the same urgency 
and concern they do Yugoslavia. 

Some 30,000 people, mostly 
children, are thought to have died 
and one in six of die seven million 
people is a refugee. 



Anti-inflation strike paralyses Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

priority to the economic crisis. 

But living conditions continue 
to slide with the cost of many 
basic items more than tripled 
since January. Inflation this year 
90 per cent, according to unoffi- 
cial estimates. 

The minim um wage remains 
120,000 pounds (about $50). 

The central bank, closed by the 
strike, said on Tuesday the pound 
fell to a record low of 2,030 to the 
dollar because of the continued 
political tension over planned 
general elections next month — 
the first since 1972. 

The polls are opposed by 
Christian parties who insist they 
should not be held before Syrian 


troops withdraw from Lebanon. 

The decline of the national 
currency has been attributed to 
government over spending and 
corruption at a time the state 
treasury was virtually broke. 

Mr. Solh's cabinet, in an effort 
to increase the state revenue, 
raised customs dues on imports, 
which also added to the price 
increase. 

A comparative study on prices 
of a variety of commodities, pre- 
pared by the labour federation, 
said that gasoline prices jumped 
from 6,000 pounds per 20 liters 
July Z to 10.000 on Tuesday. 

Meat jumped from 6,000 
pounds per kilogramme to 12,000 
during the same period, the study 
said. 


Faisal Husseini 

Husseini’s 
centre 
allowed 
to open 
after 4 years 

. OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A research centre run by 
Faisal Husseini, the chief adviser 
to Palestinian peace talks dele- 
gates, was allowed to reopen 
Wednesday*, after, being-shut for 
nearly , four, years by the army. 

Closure orders ; for - the. Arab 
Studies'Centre in East Jerusalem 
actually expired Tuesday night 
But employees waited until 
Wednesday morning to open, af- 
ter police failed to appear with 
the usual renewal of six-month 
closure orders. 

The step was seen as an easing 
of restrictions on Arabs in the 
occupied territories since Yitzhak 
Rabin's left-wing government 
took office July 14. Mr. Rabin 
has promised to speed up U.S.- 
sponsored peace talks with 
Palestinians and Arab states. 

A military spokesman, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said the army would have no 
comment on the reopening of Mr. 
Husseini’s research centre, which 
studies Palestinian issues. 

Mr. Husseini was abroad and 
unavailable for comment. 

Employees pried open the 
doors, welded shut by the police 
on July 31, 1988, when Mr. Hus- 
seini was jailed on charges of 
inciting the Palestinians. 

Israel had charged the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) funded the centre's activi- 
ties. 

Officials also said the centre 
was “an instrument to advance 
the aims’' of the Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

Mr. Husseini has been jailed 
for more than a year-and-4-baIf 
during die uprising that began in 
December 1987. 

The centre’s five branches 
around Jerusalem were also 
reopened, employees said. The 
centre operates a library and a 
tourist centre concentrating on 
Palestinian folklore. 
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HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq says Kurds getting rations 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Trade Minister Mohamm ad Mc hdi Saleh 
said Wednesday that Kurds in northern Iraq are receiving their 
monthly rations despite an economic blockade imposed by the 
government. The Iraqi News Agency quoted Mr. Saleh as saying 
Sat foodstuffs rationed since the U.N. economic sancfroig 
imposed on Iraq fwo years ago suebeing sem w the 
checkpoints manned by the Kunfisb guerrillas. "The mmsfry* 
departments ‘are responsible to get die staffs to the last checkpoint 
under the government control, and after that we doa t knew what 
happens,” he was quoted as telling the ruling Baatfa party daily Al 
Thawra. Although the Baghdad government admits tbatit .imposed 
an economic embargo on the area under the Knidisn rebel contra, 
it has repeatedly said it is still sending tbe rations for the nearly 
three millions Kurds, “ff our Kurdish citizens want to be sureabom 
their rations they should go to the checkpoints and see hundreds of 
trucks carrying foodstuffs and flour every day,” Mr. Saleh sard. A 
Kurdish leader said that the Kurds are suffering under tbe double 
burden of the interna! embargo and the U.N. sanctions. Speaking 


opposition leaders, Jalal Talabani of the Patri otic Union of 
Kurdistan said he wanted tbe United Nations to exempt the Kurds 
from the sanctions on Iraq. 

Britain, Bahrain appoint liaison officer 

MANAMA (R) — Britain has appointed a military cooperation 
officer for Bahrain to help implement a long-standing defence pact 
between the two states, officials said on Wednesday. A British 
embassy spokesman said army Lieutenant-Colonel Joha n Brook- 
Fox would assist B ahrain ’s defence force in any wary possible within 
the context of the jomUnilitary agreement, which pre-dates the 
Gulf crisis. Bahrain was a B ritish protectorate until it became 
independent in 1971 and the two countries have maintained dose 
ties since then. British naval ships call at Bahrain’s port and the two 
countries cany out joint naval exercises and training. British 
military airc raf t also used the island as a base to launch strikes on 
Iraq during the six-week Gulf war. British and Bahraini officials 
said no new defence pact had been signed since Kuwait wa^ 
liberated in February 1991. “Yesterday’s agreement was no more 
than the appointment of this officer,” a senior Bahrain military 
officer said. 

Council of Europe to review role In Istanbul 

STRASBOURG, France (R) — Council of Europe foreign 
ministers will review the 27-nation organisation’s role in building 
bridges between Eastern and Western Europe at a special meeting 
in Istanbul on Sept. 10 and 11. Tbe council, which has admitted 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary and bulgaria since the collapse 
of communism, feces questions about how far it should extend to 
the East. Diplomats said the Baltic states were keen to join and 
Council of Europe Secretary-General Catherine Lalumiere beard 
strong calls for help when she visited the former Soviet republics of 
Ukraine, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan and Uzbekistan this 
month. The foreign ministers of the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States and Georgia have been invited to meet die Council of 
Europe ministers in Istanbul. Among the ideas to be discussed at 
the special meeting will be French President Franco^ Mitterrand’s 
proposal for a first Council of Europe summit to be held next year 
to give die pan-European organisation more weight. Mr. Mitter- 
rand set out a virion of the Council of Europe in June as a, 
framework linking tbe European Community with states to the east 1 
and south which aspire to EC membership but are not yet 
economically ready to join. 

Iran Air operating Russian airliners 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has leased several Russian airliners to 
boost its domestic network, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Wedneday. It quoted Hassan Shaft! , head of the 
national carrier, Iran Air, as saying the airplanes will be used to 
boost the number of flights' to the holy city of Mashhad, which 
draws thousands of Muslim pilgrims, each year.TRNA monitored In 
Nicosia, quoted shafti as sayings tljat six Russian airliners were 
currently in operation, and that the number would be increased to 
10. Mr. Shafti said tbe planes were leased for one year by the Iran 
Air Tour Company, a newly-established subsidiary of the national 
carrier with headquarters in Mashhad. IRNA did not specify tbe 
type of planes. It only said they were Tupoleves, the name of the 
maker. The aircraft were obtained on a “wet-lease” basic, / 
complete with Russian pilots, maintenance crews and cabin 
attendants. 

Muslim militant found dead in Egypt 

ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — The body of a Muslim militant was found in 
the fields of a southern Egyptian village on Wednesday and police 
said they were changing tactics to avoid being ambushed by 
militants. Prosecution sources said police found the body of Gama! 
Kamel Abdul Sabour in A1 Mandara area, dose to Dayrut town, 
scoie of renewed clashes between militants and police. Security 
sources said Mr. Abdul Sabour was on Monday after police i 
lanndied a security operation to hunt militants who opened fire on ! 
a police officer 1 resthouse in Dayrut in Assiut province, about 325 j 
kilometres south of Cairo. They JdDed a police conscript and 1 
seriously wounded another. An eigfat-year-old child was Wlwl and 1 
three people wounded in a two-hour gunbattle between police and 
militants following the attack. 

Israel and U-S. to cooperate in Central Asia ! 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel and the United States will fourty grant- ! 
agricul ture a ssistance to five hew independent states of Centraf I 
Asia, a foreign ministry statement said Tuesday. A foreign ministry ! 
spokesman sard the project was important as it is the first time the : 
two alhes cooperate in the region of Central Aria and Muslim 
states. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and Richard Annitage, U.S. ; 
depiuty coordinator for aid to the new independent states, agreed | 
that the two countries would form a joint advance team that would 
visit Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and 
Tajikistan upon agreement of the governments, the statement said. 
The team would like to visit the area by early September ami 
planned to focus on agricultural problems and possibly public 
^ eme ? t a35ed - Tbe United States will^>vide%ome 
roixhng to aid Israeli assistance in the area, as well as participate in 
foedeoaon and approval of specific projects, the foreign ministry 
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JCO assumes management of 
German project to improve strain 
of wheat, barley seeds 


MAD ABA (Petra) — Germany 
formally handed over to Jordan a 
10-year-oid project Wednesday in 
winch. German expertise,' equip- 
ment and funds were being used 
to help Jordan produce improved 
strains ofwheat and barley seeds. 

The project was implemented 
through the assistance of theGer- 
man' agenc y fo r technical. coop- 
eration ' (GTZ) in cooperation 
with the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation JCO and.the Minis- 
try of Agriculture. 

Addressing the ceremony Ger- 
man - ambassador to Jordan Hein- 
rich Reiners said that the German 
specialists have spent DM9.6 mfi - 
lion on equipment over the past 
10 years for the project. 

Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawueh addressed the cere- 
mony. voicing Jordan’s deep 
appreciation of the German gov- 
ernment for its vital assistance. 

Gennan-Jordanian coopera- 
tion in agricultural related fields 
has improved Jordan’s food pro- 
duction, said the minister in his 
address at the ceremony. 

Since its inception, the project 
has yielded important results, he 
noted. A total of 918 tonnes of 
improved wheat and 708 tonnes 
of barley were produced in the 
initial stage, using to 14,000 ton- 
nes of wheat and 3,215 tonnes of 
hadey as well as other amounts of 
lentils and duck peas at present. 

These were distributed as im- 


proved seeds to a local former, 
said the minuter*! the ceremony 
held at the Mpshaq^pr.Agpcaltit- 
ral Station near Mada b a. 

Tte initial success of tbe pro- 
ject, said the nnhister tias^icoiir- 
aged "the German andJordan 
^governments to pursn^oboperar 
ttonJn^agriciito that 

toclwq gove rnm en t s, plan to sign 
a new agreement on the, imple- 
mentation of a project for the 
production of improved veget- 
ables. 

JCO Director General Jamal 
A1 Bedoor said the 
assistance from Germany helped 
increase food production. As a 
result of the project 35 per cent of 
the total area of land assigned for 
wheat production in Jordan is 
now cultivated with improved 

^?tiieJl»iyi992 season, 12,000 
dunums of land in the country 
used improved barley seeds, said 
Dr. Bedoor. 

He said that German financed 
projects are practical and long 
lasting . University of Jordan’s 
Vice President Suleiman Ara- 
biyat outlined the. university’s 
contributions to the project. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Dr. Bedoor presented the JCO’s 
shield to the German ambassador 
in appreciation of his role in 
; this vital project The 


JCO will now aamnw manage- 
ment of the project. 



Minis ter of Industry and Trade AbdnSah Ensoor meets with Us 
Syrian counterpart in Amman 


Jordan presence at Syrian fair 
__ could open new markets 


; * AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
• take part in the 39th Damascus 
f ImensfotiinU'^FBirdiie to optin' fo 4 
■ ■‘f-rtfre Syrian capital oa Augus£. f '2& 

Sixty ^ffve Jordanian industrial 1 
firms are participating in ti&flffirp 
■ presenting samples of the con- 
struction and engineering pro- 
ducts, textiles, pharmaceuticals 
' -.and chemical and agricultural 
wares. 

Jordan's participation in the 
v fair to last until Sept. 10 s spon- 
sored by the Jordan Export De- 
velopment and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO). In a 
statement, JEDCO said that par- 
ticipation wiU orient visitors to 
national industrial products. 

JEDCO officials said that Jor- 
’■ dan’s presence would open the 


way for Jordanian industrialists to 
acquaint themselves with pro- 
ducts of btoernations faking part 
in the- same fair.- It - will also 
bolster Jordan’s ties of coopera- 
tion and friendship with die 
world. 

Tbe officials said that participa- 
tion in the Damascns foir was part 
of JEDCO’s drive to. help open 
new markets for Jordan. 

According to recent JEDCO 
statement, preparations are 
underway to involve Jordanian 
businesses in displaying their pro- 
ducts at international 1992 fairs to 
be held in Izmir, Turkey, Toms, 
Taiwan and Morocco. 

The Jordanian pavilion at 
Damascus last year won the silver 
medal in o igansati on. 


Global and local mindset 
needed to solve world’s 
environmental problems 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — As long as three 
jju.- fourths of the world’s population 
T-. are poor, fighting for their very 
• survival every day, environmen- 
. tal conditions cannot be im- 
’ - proved, Walter Rudel, tbe repre- 
1 sentative of tbe Friedrich- 
Naumann Foundation said on 
1 Wednesday. 

• . “Poverty is the first obstacle to 
’ safeguarding our environment 
and richness is the second,” Mr. 
; Rudel said at a seminar entitled 
; “A national programme for en- 
■ vironmental awareness — an 
‘ .... approach to the environment” 

; ’• He added that to implement 
: “Agenda 21,*' the 800-page docn- 

■— meat that includes recommenda- 
- - tions from the “Rio De Janeiro 
; . Earth Summit” in June, it is 
" necessary that the poor countries 
; receive at least $125 billion each 
; year in aid. 

L “This is 70 billion more than 
? they are getting now,” Mr. Rudel 
. said.. “Who will pay the differ- 

* f.ence?" 

- He added that the concept of 
\ ? “thinking globally, and acting 

* ‘ locally” is goo d, but not good 
■ ? enough. “We must think and act 
> -■ globally, nationally and locally, 
I !l and we must think and act on the 
; ^ civil and educational the econo- 
*■ fine and the political levels, and 
! - even more importantly we must 

"provide the financial means for 
; ; thought and action by changing 

* - our attitudes in favour of environ- 
V mental protection, and rich and 

‘ ‘poor nations must be ready to 
; > make sacrifices for this aim.. 

.. “If not, the world's environ- 
", meat and development cannot be 
jBi b ; kept sustainable, our sdentific- 

* • indsu trial civilisation may col- 
‘ ' lapse, nature may be hurt lethal- 
‘ * ly, and human beings may not 

survive into the coming centuries 
' and millenia, Mr. Rudel said. 

In an opening speech, Ahmad 


Obeidat, the director of tiie Jor- 
dan Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution, said 
that delegates from developing 
countries left the Rio Earth Sum- 
mit fulty reafising that they have a 
very difficult role in attempting to 
implement their goals. 

“Developing countries and 
poor countries face many chal- 
lenges," Mr. Obeidat said. “First 
and foremost, they have the role 
of providing die base need for 
their people.” 

He said that Jordan, which by 
all measures is considered a de- 
veloping country, is working on 
achieving its national goals. 

He added that Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in tbe Rio Earth Summit 
was positive and that tbe Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution in -coop- 
eration with official, and private 
organisations and with, citizens 
will work to prevent all forms of 
pollution. 

Abdel Razzak Tubeishat, the 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
- Affairs and the Environment, 


it is almost impossible to 
die problems of tbe environment. 
He said that tbe entire world is 
aware that poverty is die worst 
type of pollution, and plans for 

the eradication of poverty would 
mean {dans for the eradication of 
pollution. 

Mr. Rudel said that since 1972 
carbon dioxide emissions in- 
creased by one third, and atmos- 
pheric carbon dioxide level 
reached 355 parts per million. 300 
million hectares of trees were cut, 
the world’s fanners lost 500 tril- 
lion tons of topsofl, lakes, rivers 
and even whole seas have been 
tamed into sewers and industrial 
dumps, population increased 
from 3.8 i»S±oti to 5.5 and one 
million of [riant and animal spe- 
cies that shared the planet with us 
in 1972 have since disappeared, 
he said. 





Worker brushes <firt from pre-Isiamlc Arabic inscriptions found south of Amman 


Pre-Islamic inscriptions found in 
abandoned cistern south of Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Sooth 
Arabic inscription dating from 
the first to the fourth century 
A.D., by far the largest ever 
found, came to light recently in 
an abandoned cistern south of 
Amman, at Khirbet Rufeisah 
near Yadoudeh, Jordan, said a 
statement by Director General of 
the Antiquities Department Dr. 
Safwan Tell. The statement said 
the announcement comes from 
tbe archaeological survey team 
headed by Dr. Oystein S. Labian- 
ca of Andrews University, Ber- 
rien Springs. Michigan, and Gary 
Gmstopherson, a graduate stu- 
dent at the University of Arizona 
according to a statement from the 
Department of Antiquities. 

-Tbe team, attached to the 
Madaba Plains Project, directed 
by Dr. Lawrence T. Geraty, Pres- 
ident of Atlantic Union College 
in Massachusetts, has spent five 
six-week field seasons searching 
for archaeological information to 
fiD gaps in tiie knowledge about 
the daily lives of ancient Arab 
tribes in Jordan. 

The find was immediately re- 
ported to the Jordanian Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquity, Yana! 
Hflcmat, and its significance was 
confirmed by the director of the 
Jordanian Department of Anti- 
quities, Dr. Safwan TcD, as well... 
as tiie assistant director Dr. Faw? , 
zi Zayadine, who Is also a spe- 


cialist in inscriptions. 

The cistern containing the uni- 
que inscription was entered by 
survey members Hanan Azer of 
the Jordanian De partm e nt of 
Antiquities and Dr. Dorothy 
Irvin, an archaeologist with the 
Madaba Plains Project. They said 
they were astounded at the size 
and type of this monumental Old 
South Arabic inscription, and at 
its location, much farther west 
than is common for the Safitic 
and Thamuddc scripts. 

Tbe interior wall of tbe cistern, 
hewn out of the limestone bed- 
rock in the Roman period or 
earlier, was sealed with an under- 
oost of plaster and over that a 
layer of extremely durable water- 
proof cement containing small 
bits of gravel. A black painted 
panel, about a meter and a half 
wide, extends around the cir- 
cumference of the cistern, a dis- 
tance of about 25 metres, making 
this inscription the largest exam- 
ple known in Jordan 


a horse. 

Tbe inscription has not yet 
been read. Inscriptions of tins 
type contain names, geneaologto- 
al information, verification of 
animal ownership, memorials to 
the deceased, incantations, as 
well as other short bits of in- 
formation which have shed much 
light on the local organisation of 
these literate, yet nomadic tribes. 


Generally such inscriptions are 
quite short, two to five words in 
length and contain 6 to 12 charac- 
ters, while this inscription con- 
tains an estimated 1,000 or more 
characters. 

In addition to alphabetic char- 
acters, tbe inscription also con- 
tains a number of artistic scenes, 
inducting an armed hunter riding 


The tribes depended for their 
livelihood on caravan trade and 
herding of camels, sheep and 
goats. Their inscriptions, left on 
desert rocks, record information 
about their seasonal migrations in 
search of pasture. 

This, together with their habi- 
tat in tiie desert to the east, has 
made scholars in tbe past see 
them as marginal in relation to 
the more sedentary and prosper- 
ous Greek, language civilization 
flourishing in Jordan during the 
Roman/early Christian period. 

However, the present inscrip- 
tion, coming on top of the large 
number of short inscriptions 
these nomadic or bedouin tribes 
left behind, may make a ree va- 
luation necessary. 

The cave is being excavated by 
Department of Antiquities and 
archaeologists. Scholars from 
Jordan, Europe and the United 
States are bemg invited to study 
the inscriptions. 


Arab and PLO representatives condemn 
Israel for delaying West Bank crossings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
representing four Arab countries 
and tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) wound up a 
three-day conference Wednesday 
with, a statement condemning tiie 
Israeli authorities for restrictions 
that are delaying entry of visitors 
to the occupied Arab territories 
across Jordan River bridges. 

The four countries, which host 
Palestinian refugees in their terri- 
tory, voiced appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s assistance to the Palesti- 
nians and urged the international 
community to help end the Israeli 
delaying measures that have left 
stranded at the bridges thousands 
of Palestinians. 

An ending statement said that 
the delegations visited tiie King 
Hussein Bridge on tbe River Jor- 
dan and witnessed the sufferings 
of Palestinians waiting permissiou 
to cross to visit or to renew their 
travel permits. The delegations 
took note of the arbitrary mea- 
sures of toe Israeli authorities 
which axe causing more delays 
and more suffering for the 
travellers, the statement said. 

The delegation, which visited 
the bridge, heard complaints 
from Palestinians and Jordanian 


officials who were trying to over- 
come difficulties and alleviate tbe 
travellers suffering from intense 
beat, said the statement. 

It said that the Israeli author- 
ities have been creating obstacles 
in defiance of international prin- 
ciples and laws. Last mouth, the 
Israelis began to gradually de- 
crease the number of people 
allowed to cross the bridge from 

4.000 to 1,750 daily. 

■The stringent measures lasted- 
until July 1, when foreign nations 
and international organisations 
interfered and raised toe number 
to 2,250 travellers and later to 

3.000 daily, noted the statement. 

It said that only 30.000 people 

of the 60,000 registered have 
crossed so far. 

The statement added that the 
Israelis were turning back many 
travellers under the pretext that 
they were a security threat and 
double the fees for the children 
crossing. The statement said that 
the Israelis were purposefully im- 
posing limits to force Palestinians 
to abandon tbeir homes and nev- 
er return. 

The Israeli oppression contra- 
dicts the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion and violates tbe human rights 


principles. The Arab countries 
taking part in the conference 
appealed to the world community 
to take immediate and effective 
action at toe United Nations and 
its various agencies to bah Israel’s 
arbitrary measures and facilitate 
the passage of Palestinians, said 
the statement 


Tbe statement also appealed to 
tbe concerned U.N. agencies to 
help pressure Israel into re- 
opening the Prince Mohammad 
Bridge for travellers. The bridge 
has been closed except for trucks 
carrying agricultural products 
from toe West Bank. 


The delegates discussed de- 
velopments in toe Palestinian 
question, Israeli efforts to Judaise 
Jerusalem, socio-economic condi- 
tions of people under Israeli rule 
and tbe Arab countries financial 
contributions to tbe budget of the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), which cares 
for the Palestinian refugees. 

One topic on tbe agenda was 
the implements on of an earlier 
resolution about the possible 
transfer of UNRWA headquar- 
ters from Vienna to Beirut, 
where it was previously based. 
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Registration booths to open 
to encourage more voters 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In what appeared 
to be a step to encourage popular 
participation in the democratic 
voting process, a high-ranking 
Ministry of Interior official 
announced Wednesday that reg- 
istration for Jordanian nationals 
wishing to register to vote will be 
open for two weeks at the begin- 
ning of August. 

“This will give a chance to 
those who did not take the oppor- 
tunity to register in time for the 
next elections,” Salameh Hamad, 
deputy minister of interior told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Many people,” Mr. Hamad 
said, “did not vote the last time 
because they were not registered, 
thus it is our duty to make their 
registration possible.” 

The voter turn-out for tbe 1989 
legislative elections was esti- 
mated by officials at toe Ministry 
of Interior at the time to be less 
than 50 per cent. 

Officials and politicians are 
hoping that there will be a greater 
voter turn out for the 1992 legisl- 
ative elections. 

The turn-out however, will 
largely depend on the number of 
voters registered. Registration 
booths will be open in all tbe 
voting centres that served voters 


in the November 1989 elections, 
Mr. Hamad said. The period of 
registration wfl! last from Aug. 1 
to Aug. 5. 

The announcement comes 
three weeks before by-elections 
are held m file fourth and sixth 
districts of the Amman governo- 
rate. The registration for those 
elections has already been closed. 

According to tbe Ministry of 
Interior, 35,834 registered voters 
will be able to vote in the fourth 
district, that’s one hundred more 
than during the last municipal 
elections where only 35,788 were 
registered to vote. Of those, 
33,512 picked up their voter reg- 
istration cards. 

In the sixth district, the number 
of registered voters went down by 
almost 2,000 voters. The number 
officially registered for the Au- 
gust 18 by-elections are 33,874. 
During the November 1989 elec- 
tions toe number was 35,134, of 
these, only 30,692 picked up their 
registration cards. 

The right to vote was re- 
introduced to the Jordanian poli- 
tical system in Jordan during the 
1969 elections and many political 
activists were disappointed at toe 
low registration turn-out of vo- 
ters. 

But officials believe that the 
changes that have occurred since 
1989 will encourage people to 
take their voting rights more 


.seriously. 

“Since 1989 toe national char- 
ter was introduced and political 
parlies were legalised, this should 
encourage citizens to register and 
to vote, because voting is more 
than a right, it is a civic responsi- 
bility.” said Mr. Hamad. 

The Ministry of Interior, which 
oversees and administrates the 
legislative voting process, is ready 
for the Aug. 18 by-elections, said 
Mr. Hamad. 

In the fourth district 39 voting 
centres with 75 voting boxes will 
be available and in the sixth 
district they will number 30 vot- 
ing centres and 68 boxes. 

Tbe counting of ballots in the 
fourth and sixth districts will be 
supervised by 36 and 33 commit- 
tees respectively, Mr. Hamad 
said. 

The three-day registration 
period for candidates ended two 
days ago with three candidates 
running in the sixth district and 7 
vying for votes in the fourth. 

The candidates for toe fourth 
are Salman Daboodi, Anwar 
Hadid, Min weir Abu Zeid, Hus- 
sein De'rfaUah A1 Masri, Odeh 
Abed Rabbo A1 Drub, Hani A1 
Tahiawi, and Hashem Yousef A1 
Khrmis. In tbe sixth district 
Mohammad Musalem Kbreibat, 
Abdul Hafith Shakhanbeh and 
Fawas Abu Gbanem will vie for 
the vacant Lower House seat. 


Non-Jordanians beware — mini stry begins 
sweep to flush out workers without permits 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Labour Minis- 
try inspectors Wednesday emb- 
arked on an intensive search of 
companies, stores and institutions 
in the Zarqa governorate em- 
ploying non-Jordanian workers to 
ensure that they abide by Mirus-, 
try regulations concerning the' 
employment of guest workers. 

According to the employment 
office director, Gbandi Rousan, 
tbe inspection campaign will con- 
tinue on a regular basis to flush 
out those workers who do not 
have valid permits. 

Thousand* of non-Jordanians 
have been found working in toe 
country without permits and toe 
Ministry of Labour has recently 
started to crack down on them. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim, Al Kabariti said recently 
that in’ 40 days JD 5 million in 
work permit fees were collected 
from 70,000 guest workers in the 


WHAT’S 


GOING 

ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and tbe daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
tbe listed time and place with 
toe concerned institutions. 


Exhibitions 

& Exhibition entitled “Ex- 
ploring Science” at file 


British Councfl. 
jfr Ceramic sculpture exhibi- 
tion entitled “Remains of 
Kaghoo” by Iraqi artist 
HaBm Matnfi at BoMnn 
Art Gallery. 



Prince Hassan 
receives UNICEF 
official 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Wednesday received at the 
Royal Court tiie regional direc- 
tor of tbe Amman-based Un- 
ited Natio ns Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) office for the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa Ed- 
ward Laanert and his assis- 
tants. Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Lanoert discussed UNICEF's 
activities and services. Prince 
Hassan stressed toe import- 
ance of establishing coopera- 
tion and coordination between 
the fund and the United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me and toe Arab Thought 
Forum. Mr. Lannert com- 
mended Jordan’s e xp e rim ents 
in the fields within which the 
fund is working and said these 
experiments made Jordan a 
model to be followed. 


Announcement . 


THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

The Issuing of New Series of Banknotes 


As from the 1st of August 1992, the Central Bank of Jordan will put into circulation three 
denominations from the 3rd series, (JD 20) (JD 1) and (JD Vfe) banknotes, in conformity with the law 
of the Central Bank of Jordan and the Bylaw of the Issuance of Jordanian Currency No. (28) year 
1992. 

The new notes will co-circulate alongside the existing 2nd issue notes and both shall simultaneously 
remain in circulation as legal tender. 

A press notice will be released in the near future regarding the rest of denominations in this series. 
Attached are the specifications of the banknotes. 


(D 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Denomination Principal 

- Size 

Back Design 

JD20 
JD 1 

Colour 

Dark Brown 

78x155mm 

The Dome of the 

Green 

66 x 137mm 

Rock Jerusalem 
A view of Jerash. 

JD % 

Reddish Brown 

62x131 mm 

A view of Ousayr 


Amra. 


(2) The new issue banknote designs bear a new portrait of His Majesty King Hussein. 

(3) The general ornamentation incorporated in each individual design is based primarily upon 
historical artefacts finked to the back vignede subject. 

(4) The banknote paper will incorporate a new watermark of His Majesty King Hussein. 

The high denominations will also include “Stardust” silver windowed thread, which appears as 
silver dashes on the front of the note or as a solid line when held up to the light. 


Kingdom so that they would be 
able to continue working here. 

The ministry of labour had set 
June 30, 1992 as a deadline for 
illegal workers to comply with 
regulations and obtain valid work 
permits after paying JD 100 for 
Arabs and JD 300 for non-Arab 
in annual fees. 

The minister said that the 
crackdown was necessary to res- 
trict the number of non- 
Jordanians employed in toe coun- 
try and to give priority in employ- 
ment to Jordanian job seekers. 
The campaigns in Zarqa coin- 
cided with a statement Wednes- 
day by toe director of tbe Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) who said that bis office 
has embarked on an expansion of 
training courses to help the un- 
employed find jobs 

Dr. Ahmad Atwan said that 
there are plans to expand the 
Middle Ghor Vocational training 
centre to enable it to absorb more 
trainees and apprentices, and a- 
similar plan will be implemented 
at the vocational centre of Qweis- 


meh, south of Amman, and those 
of Manara. Yajou, Ain A1 Basha, 
Ruse i fa. Ham lan and Aqaba. 

Dr. Atwan said that the VTC 
has started setting up a new cen- 
tre in Mark# to train instructors 
for VTC centres and work on toe 
project is scheduled to end by 
1994. 

According to Dr. Atwan, other 
plans include expanding centres 
at Maan, Mafraq and Madaba. 

He said that toe VTC was 
closely cooperating with the De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fund DEF which finances 
income-generating projects 
undertaken by graduates from 
VTC centres. 

In a statement to Reuter last 
week, Mr. Kabariti said that job- 
less Jordanians, whose numbers 
soared during toe 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis, are gradually finding work. 
The improvement in toe situation 
was attributed to increased voca- 
tional training courses for job 
seekers and the gradual decrease 
in the number of non-Jordanians 
employed in the Kingdom. 








The National Music Conservatory / No or Al Hussein Foundation 
and 

The American Center - Amman 
present 

MICHAEL CALDWELL 

in a 

Piano Recital 

Wednesday, August 5, 1992 at 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre 


In the programme: Bach's French Suite, Beethoven's Moonlight, 
Chopin's Polonaise and others. 


Tickets for JD 5 each are available at: 


- Th» Royal Cultural Canter, Tot. 669026 
■ Babich*. ToL 661322 

- Tho American Cantor ■ Amman , Abdaun, Tal 620101 

- RJhanJ Stoma, Tal 693775 

- Xaiwt Copy Canter, AbdaB, TaL 696SU 
-Tha National Kuala Conaratory, TaL 687620 
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Jordan Times 


Home delivery 


The Jordan Times and its sister Arabic daily Al Ra'i 
are offering a new home delivery service to different 
parts of the capital, starting first with the areas of 
Shmeisani, Abdoun and Umm Utheina. 

Those who are interested in having their newspap- 
ers delivered to their homes in the morning should 
contact the Distribution Department, Mr. Samih Abu 
Hanieh, Extn. 247, at the Jordan Press Foundation 
between 10:00 a.m. t and 2:00 p.m. Full information 
including names, addresses and telephone numbers 
will be needed before the delivery service is provided. 
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Disease that hit home 

CORRUPTION TO nations is like cancer to people. It 
eats away at the very fabric of society. Not only Third 
World countries are plagued by corruption. Even 
superpowers and other advanced nations have It. 

For some people and countries corruption is a way 
in life. But the disease also has some political roots. In 
countries like Jordan, where the division of powers 
was not dear and only recently started to take shape, 
corruption was made possible by successive govern- 
ments* overwhelming control on people’s lives. It is 
politically accepted of coarse that where there is 
repression, corruption thrives. And it comes in 
varying shapes and degrees. As one deputy remarked 
during Parliament’s Monday session, an official who 
uses a government vehide to deliver goods to his home, 
and the other who uses his official driver to ferry his 
family around, and he who uses his influence to 
acquire government land or place his son or relative in 
a government position are all committing acts of 
corruption. And if we apply that criteria to Jordan, we 
find that corruption is highly rampant. In vein, 
and according to this criteria, corruption did not end 
with the coming of the 11th Parliament in 1989 nor is it 
likely to stop here. It still continues, perhaps at a lower 
scale than in the past. It is hard to assert its 
magnitude. 

Many people, for example, make profit from their 
positions without for a moment thinking that this is not 
right. It has, over the years, became a norm, and 
perhaps a God-given right, for offi cials to use their 
positions for their own benefits. It is not hard to find 
terribly rich men, who only IS' years ago "were' junior 
civil servants. They of course had made their fortunes 
through using their positions and connections. The 
amazing thing about all of this is that it is rarefy 
possible to try anyone and convict him on these 
grounds. The system itself is not built to do so. Id 
democratic and advanced nations, which had learned 
from experience, corruption laws were developed over 
the years to ensure that public officials would not 
abuse office. Those countries have established systems 
of checks and balances that protect against all sorts of 
corruption cases or abuse of office. They usually 
include a general statement in the basic law that makes 
profiteering through the holding of a public office a 
crime. Then, and through their general laws, they 
detail and describe what constitutes abuse of office and 
Its corresponding punishment. The case currently 
being debated at the Lower House of Parliament, 
which concerns a former prime minister and two 
ex-ministers should be used as we& as pursuing 
indictment as a model for investigating the loopholes in 
our system. Despite our belief that political and 
electoral gains are behind some of the motives to open 
the case, and the case itself may be weak, we are not 
and would never advocate dropping it. But we dread 
the prospect that our Parliament should be wasting its 
and our time on a futile issue. In any case, we strongly 
believe that the exercise should be used to consolidate 
the related laws currently being debated at the House 
itself. No matter which way the case goes, it is the 
political and judicial system that needs to be tried, 
judged and ultimately corrected. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA’» Arabic daily Wednesday attacked the United States for 
flexing its military musdes in open threat to and preparation for 
an expected aggression on Iraq. It is disgusting to see such a world 
power, which claims to be keen on safeguarding human rights not 
only maintaining an unjust embargo on Iraq but also preparing few 
yet another aggression on the Iraqi people, said the daily. The 
paper said that it seems that the U.S. president and his main 
opponent in the presidential campaign race are vying against one 
another in their bragging about the need to maintain the embargo 
and starve the innocent population of Iraq, the paper said. These 
two men find satisfaction in watching millions of other people 
around the world dying due to wars like those going on in 
Yugoslavia and Somalian or starvation resulting from the embar- 
go m Iraq, the paper said. It said that the Americans are massing 
their war machinery and preparing the atmosphere for aggression 
on Iraq out of. hatred of the Iraqi people. It is regrettable, said the 
paper, that the American public remains passive to Mr. Bush’s 
moves at a time when the president and the American people 
realise that the American society remains plagued with crimes, 
AIDS, unemployment and many ills that require real war. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’t Arabic daily criticised those 
* members of Parliament who absented themselves from a parlia- 
ment debate on corruption m Jordan stressing the need for the 
legislative authority to fight corruption and those behind it by all 
means. Tareq Masaxweh said- that corruption cases m our country 
as those in other countries of the world should be treated with 
firmness and those responsible for corruption must be held 
accountable for their misdeeds. All those deputies who pledged in 
their election campaigns to figit corruption and other ilk plaguing 
the Jordanian society should seize the opportunity of die debate 
in Parliament over corruption and prove their stand, demanded 
the writer. He said millions of dinars have been lost because of 
corruption, like the seizure of the shares of newspaper owners and 
many other instances which should be dealt with immediately. 
The writer said Parliament members should not escape from their 
responsibility and should not allow the economic corrupt officials 
to escape with the millions they had embezzled. 


The fight against ‘corruption’: Nobody above the law 


AT LAST, corruption is com- 
ing out in the open, and it is 
not a moment too soon. 

It is about time our honour- 
able deputies took the initia- 
tive to. at least debate one 
corruption case that took place 
several years ago and which 
might have cost the people a 
lot of money and sweat. One 
wondeis, however, why it took 
so long to bring to the open 
such a case. 

During their election cam- 
paign, at the end of 1989, most 
parliamentarians promised to 
bring to account all former 
officials and people who were 
responsible for the collapse of 
the Jordanian economy be- 
cause of alleged corruption. 
Now that the next general elec- 
tions are looming nearer, it 
seems our representatives de- 
cided to start bring up to their 
promises. 

Many people in Jordan be- 
lieve that the deterioration of 
the national economy in the 
1980s was due to suspected 
corruption, and, at one point, 
people were constantly talking 
about certain projects that had 
cost the taxpayers a lot more 
money than they should have. 


Most of the time people were 
scrutinising what public offi- 
cials were doing and though no 
one was actually brought to 
justice, the people’s grievances 
were expressed in 1989 when 
they voted .for the deputies 
who promised t& fight corrup- 
tion and investigate all those 
who were responsible for mis- 
using public fundi'.' 

Because Jordan Is stfil like a 
big village and people are used 
to talking about anything and 
everything all the time, an em- 
ployee at a certain department 
would complain to a friend or 
relative about suspected 
crooked deals and word would 
spread that so and so was 
involved. Assuming these 
allegations were correct, it 
didn’t seem that the people 
involved lost any sleep over 
mismanaging funds that did 
not belong to them, either be- 
cause they thought that their 
social status and power placed 
them above the law, or be- 
cause they left no tracks for 
any concrete evidence to indict 
them. 

When Parliament takes a 
vote on the first corruption 
case to be discussed in public. 


By Sana 

the Azrak-Jafar highway case, 
it will be interesting to see who 
votes for indjetmg the former 
officials and who votes against 
that. So far, it seems the Lower 
House will opt be able to get a 
two-third majority to support 
the accusations against the 
three former officials, con- 
sidering that many of the de- 
puties were members of the 
cabinet at the time of the cor- 
ruption case, or have a vested 
interest in keeping the lid on 
these cases. 

The public debate on the 
Azrak-Jafar highway case is 
only the tip of the iceberg. The 
people suspect much corrup- 
tion went on at the time, and 
still do, though to a lesser 
degree since now there is a 
supervisory body that over- 
looks the practices of govern- 
ment departments and their 
employees. 

There are those who argue 
that certain deputies have in- 
sisted on bringin^up this cor- 
ruption case in Parliament for 
’’political reasons” and as 
“personal vendettas” and 
therefore the three former offi- 
cials should not be prosecuted. 
This is not a convincing argu- 


Atfyeh 

merit. Whatever the motives of 
the deputies who insist on pro- 
ceeding with prosecution, cor- 
ruption is corruption, and 
those involved in it — regard- 
less of their family or political 
background, their fbrtunefand 
their connections — should be 
brought to justice. 

The deputies have a respon- 
sibility to the people who voted . 
for them and if they do not 
investigate those who are 
allegedly responsible for mis- 
using or mismanaging the tax- 
payers’ money. . who will? If . 
they want to make die accused 
accountable for their own per- 
sonal reasons, that is no con- 
cern to people (especially that 
politicians are known for doing 
things for “political reasons” 
and that’s why they are politi- 
cians). 

The people just want to see 
the deputies five up to their 
promises and do their best to 
meet their electorate’s needs. 
The fight against corruption 
has been a major popular de- 
mand. 

Many Jordanians seem to 
share die view of die deputies 
who believe they have suffi- 
cient information on the Jafar- 


Azrak highway case to try the 
accused former officials. But 
will accept the final verdict as 
long as justice is done accord- 
ing to the law. 

There are those who also 
argue that the deputies insist- 
ing on prosecuting the former 
officials are not being fair be- 
cause there were, and are, 
other corruption cases that 
were ignored by the House, 
and the deputies themselves 
have question marks hanging 
over their own credibility. 
This, too. is not a convincing 
argument for not sending the 
case to the Higher Council, the 
only body that can prosecute 
government officials. . 

This case is a beginning, and 
one has to start somewhere, 
sometime. .And if this case 
goes to the Higher Council, it 
will set an important precedent 
for further investigation of cor- 
ruption cases. At least, the 
“ corrupt” people out there will 
think twice before committing 
illegal activities, knowing that 
the country will not stand idle 
by watching public funds go to 
waste. Also, those corrupt 
people in the private sector — • 


no matter how high their rank 
in society — ■ will perhaps, 
eventually, breaking the law 
have a hard time for instance, 
smuggling goods into the coun- 
try. Those in the public sector 
might refuse to deal with them 
when they know they are being 
scrutinised by Parliament and 
that they too could pay a dear 
price for their misconduct. 

It is high time this country, 
through our representatives in 
the House, started a real fight 
against corruption. It is a good 
start that at least the Azrak- 
Jafar highway case was openly 
debated in Parliament and the 
story was published in the local 
press. 

Let us just hope a true fight 
against corruption will expand 
to include all parties involved 
in it, and not just certain peo- 
ple Together for personal 
reasons. 

A real fight against corrup- 
tion must not be selective in 
establishing accountability as a 
weapon against corruption at 
all levels. We have to ensure 
that nobody is above the law. 

The writer is on the staff of the 
Jordan Tones. 
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Mossad, ClA — a ‘longstanding’ cooperation 


By Jane Hooter 


Following is the first of a three- 
part article on U.S. and Israeli 
covert operations in the Third 
World. The article is reprinted 
from The link, published by 
Americans for Middle East 
Understanding. Inc. The author 
is editor and publisher of the 
Israeli Foreign Affairs magazine. 


OUR great grand children’s his- 
tory books will probably list the 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, the 
Jonathan Jay Pollard espionage 
affair, the Middle East peace 
talks and Washinton’s refusal to 
grant Israel S10 billion worth of 
loan guarantees as major miles- 
tones in U.S.-IsraeU relations 
during the Reagan and Bush 
ad mini strations. 

Most likely forgotten, or con- 
signed to the realm of “conspira- 
cy theory,” will be the history of 
secret policies, covert operations, 
arms sales and cover-ups that 
appeared to the public as transi- 
tory scandals but, for the men at 
the top in both countries, may 
well have fcten die compelling 
dynamic of the relationship. 

In foreign policy, what we saw 

— and thought we were voting 
for — was seldom what we got. 
Washington professed neutrality 
in the Iran -Iraq war while it 
cynically armed both rides, con- 
tributing to the war’s toll of one 
million casualties. Israel justified 
the billions of dollars of U.S. aid 
it recei.ed annually by portraying 
itself as a strategic asset in the 
struggle against the Soviet Union 

— and then it passed the 
U.S.S.R. sensitive U.S. intelli- 
gence ! 

In the face of scandals that 
would have brought any normal 
government down, the U.S. and 
Israeli governments resorted to 
deniability (an intelligence term 
for passing the buck) and they 
withheld incriminating docu- 
ments on the grounds of “nation- 
al security." 

There is a striking resonance 
between tins arrogant disregard, 
for their electorates and the disre- 
gard for peoples’ needs that saw 
hunger, ill health and joblessness 
increase in both Israel and the 
U.S. 

Hie covert dimension that so 
absorbed the Reagan and Bush 
administrations ana the Israeli 
governments of the past decade 
had its roots in a longstanding 
arrangement between Israel’s in- 
telligence agency Mossad and the 
CIA. The two agencies began 
working together in the 1950s, 
and daring the 1960s the CIA 
gave Mossad S1O-20 million a 
year to help it out in the Third 
World. Bat during the Reagan 
years, the partnership was moved ~ 
upstairs to the White House and 
the State Department and given 
both a new name, “strategic 
cooperation,” and official status 
under a series of agreements. 

After 1982, recalled David 
Kimche, who. as director of the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry, was 
Israel’s pointman for strategic 
cooperation, the two govern- 
ments “maintained, I must say, a 
very, very intimate dialogue on 
various parts of the world. We 
used to discuss what one should 
do in Third World countries, in 
the Middle East et. cetera ...” 3 

When it was discussed at all in 
public, the arrangement was al- 
ways presented as Israel’s con- 
tribution to the Reagan adminis- 
tration’s crusade against com- 
munism, especially where Con- 
gress had forbidden official U.S. 
involvement (such as Nicaragua 
and Angola). But it was much 
more than that. Often, in fact, 


the covert partnership seemed 
more like a covert free-for-all, 
with the erstwhile partners in- 
dulging in contradictory sets of 
operations that seemed to be at 
odds with their own and each 
others’ interests. 

Iran, Central America 

In 19S0, seeking to take advan- 
tage of the turmoil following the 
overthrow of the shah, Iraq in- 
vaded Iran. Israel used the 
opportunity of the ensuing war — 
which would exact over one mil- 
lion casualties by the time it was 
over in 1988 — to resume the 
massive arms sales it had made to 
the shah's regime and to keep its 
two potential enemies wallowing 
in each other’s blood. To provide 
the Ayatollah Khomeini’s Iran 
with the U.S. arms on which the 
shah had built his military, Israel 
tuned to the Reagan administra- 
tion, whose willingness to collabo- 
rate in supplying Iran went 
against the grain of its strict arms 
embargo of that country and its 
quiet support of Iraq. 


“Israel used the 
opportunity of the 
ensuing war — 
which would exact 
over one million 
casualties by the 
time it was over In 
1988 — to resume 
the massive arms 
sales it had made 
to the shah’s reg- 
ime and to keep its 
two potential ene- 
mies wallowing in 
each other’s 
blood.” 


The tip of the iceberg of this 
bizarre policy was revealed in the 
Iran-contra scandal that erupted 
in 1986. when the administration 
admitted it bad been shipping 
arms to Iran (to gain the release 
of U.S. hostages in Lebanon, it 
said) and using the profits to 
circumvent congressional restric- 
tions on U.S. aid to the anti- 
Nicaraguan contras. Because it 
wily skated on the surface of 
events, the Iran-contra investiga- 
tion left lingering suspicions of a 
cover-up in a population already 
disgusted with their political rep- 
resentatives. 

Hie era began with the ship- 
ment of biUjons of dollars of arms 
to Iran. In an arrangement 
readied in 1981 by Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin and 
U.S. Secretary of State Alexan- 
der Haig, the Reagan administra- 
tion reviewed and approved 
Isreali shipments of weapons to 
Iran, the “terrorist” nation admi- 
nistration officials publicly re- 
viled. 

According to two Reagan offi- 
cials, the arrangements were 
worked out daring three meetings 
in December 1980 between David 
Kimche, then in transition from 
the number two spot in Mossad 
and the directorship of the Israeli 
foreign ministry, and Robert 
McFariane, who would serve as 
an aide to Mr. Haig. Mr. Kimcbe 
and Mr. McFariane became the 
official liaisons in the early days 
of “strategic cooperation.” Later, 


when Dr. McFariane was the 
president’s national security 
adviser, they would-coonfinate 
the Iran-contra affair. 

Maj. Gen Avraham Tamir, 
who was a ranking official at the 
Israeli defense ministry at the 
time, told investigative reporter 
Seymour Hersh last yean “Every 
month we gave a fist of, Amer- 
ican weapons and American 
spare parts we’d like to sell to 
Iran.” Gen. .Tamir said that the 
lists were handed to the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel at the time, 
.Samuel Lewis. 

Following the appearance of 
Mr. Heish's report in the New 
York, Times, Secretary of State 
James Baker acknowledged that 
the newly-installed Reagan admi- 
nistration (m which be served as 

- White -House chief of -staff) 
’ “Might very wdl” have approved 
'the arms sales. 

U.S. and Israeli officials inter- 
viewed by Mr. Hersh gave diver- 
gent answers, ranging from six to 
18 months — about the duration 
of the Haig-Begin agreement 
While the- agreement was in 
effect, wrote Mr. Hersh, quoting 
former Israeli officials, some of 
‘the arms shipments were flown 
out of Marana Air Park near 
Tucson. The CIA has long used 
Marana as a covert air base. 

According to Pakistani officials 
and a former Israeli intelfigenoe 
operative, Israeli operatives and 
the CIA moved massive quanti- 
ties of weapons to Iran through 
Pakistan. 

In an affidavit filed in a 1988 
Texas lawsuit. Will Northrop, 
who claims to have served as a 
counterespionage specialist with 
the rank of colonel in Israeli 
military intelligence, says that in 
1981 the CIA launched an opera- 
tion called “VE/GOLF,” which 
involved shipping arms to Iran 
through brokers in Israel and 
elsewhere. In 1983, Mr. Northrop 
says in his affidavit, the Reagan 
administration set up a second 
arms channel, “CONDOR/DE- 
MAVAND," to market arms 
from NATO stores and supply 
spare parts directly from U.S. 
manufacturers. 

Even after the Haig-Begin pact 
was terminated and Washington 
instituted an aggressive anti- 
smuggling programme, the U.S. 
simply observed Israeli shipments 
to Iran and replenished Israel’s 
stock of the U.S. weapons it was 
selling. Reports detailing the 
• Israeli sales — they came “literal- 
ly daily," according to a former 

high-ranking intelligence official 

in the Reagan administration — 
were routinely circulated to 
senior administration officials. 

In March 1982, James L. Buck- 
ley, the under secretary of state 
for security assistance, science 
and technoloyg, wrote to Sen. 
Charles Percy (R-IL), then chair 
of the Senate foreign relations 
committee: 

“In testimony before your’ 
committee February 5, you asked 
me about allegations that Israel 
has tr ans f e r r e d to Iran U.S. cqd- 

- trolled defense articles in viola- 
tion of our 1952 Mutual Defense 
Assistance Agreement. 

The administration has ex- 
amined these allegations and has 
discussed them with Israel ... 

We have also seen widely 
publicised allegations in the 
media [about various weapons 
systems transferred by Israel] ... 
we continue to welcome any 
evidence concerning tins or other 
allegations, but dearly cannot 
make judgments on the bads of 
press reports atone ... 

You ca, be sore we wflf con- 
tinue to monitor this situation. 


In the Texas lawsuit, two men 
who worked as contract agents 
for the US. Customs Service are 
seeking reimbursement for their 
expenses because, they dahn, 
they could not get the serrvice to 
prosecute Ian Smalley, one of 
Israel’s major arms dealers in the 
early Reagan years. The contract 
agents claim they were told by 
customs, officials “that if the 
Israelis were [found] to be in the 
picture, the entire [Smalley] in- 
vestigation would be stepped by 
the State Department.” In 1983, 
when the two r persuaded the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms to take action against 
Mir: Smalley, they say a customs 
agent showed one of them a CIA 
message saying “the Israeli gov- 
eminent had informed Smalley 
that they -would lrifl the U.S. 
Attorney, nGaiy Howard and Ron 
Tucker [the two contract agents] 
to prevent Smalley from going to 
trial.” When Mr. Smalley was 
ultimately tried, he was acquit- 
ted, because, Gary Howard 
claimed, the Justice Department 
.pulled its punches. 


“In the face of 
scandals that 
would have 
brought any nor- 
mal government 
down, the U.S. and 
Israeli govern- 
ments resorted to 
deniability (an in- 
telligence term for 
passing the bock) 
and they withheld 
incriminating 
documents on the 
grounds of ‘nation- 
al security’.” 


The Reagan administration 
also chose not to prosecute two 
U.S. Army colonels who sold 
anus' to Iran from their U.S. 
embassy posts in London and 
Paris beginning in 1983. One of 
the colonels was partners with 
Paul Cutter (also known as Sjek- 
tocha), a U.S. arms dealer with 
dose finks to Israel, who was 
convicted in 1985 of trying to 
smuggle TOW missiles to Iran. 

Writing in the New York 
Tunes, Seymour Hersh noted the 
estimate of Henrik Berlau, the 
president of the Danish Seamen’s 
Union, that, by the end erf 1985 
(when the Iran-contra affair be- 
gan), Danish ships manned by his 
members had carried 600 cargoes 
of U.S.-made arms from Eilat in 
Israel to Bandar Abas, Iran. 

■ The union has gone public ab- 
out ti>e arms sales, Berlau said in 
a telephone interview from ha 
Copenhagen office, because it 
wants to pressure the Danish 
government to outlaw “black” 
and “gray” arms shipments. 
These are dangerous, he ex-- 
plained, because the recipient’s 
enemy may decide to retaliate 
against the crew. 

The value of the weapons ship- ‘ 
ped is beyond estimation. (One 
“small” contract Israel dosed 
with Iran m July 1981 was worth 
$200 million, according to former 
Israeli military intelligence officer 
Shmuel Segev.) 

Certainly the sales total is'euor- 
mously at odds with what die 


nation heard in 1987, when Con- 
gress held hearings on the Iran- 
contra affair — a paltry matter of 
a few planeloads of Hawk and 
TOW missiles, valued well under 
$50 million. The Iran-contra com- 
mittee neatly finessed the ques- 
tion of what went on in the early 
1980s by beginning its investiga- 
tion in 19$4. Intimidated by the 
intelligence establishment and 
smitten with Israel, die Congress, 
which is supposed to serve as the 
people's eyes and ears on die 
executive branch of g ov ernm ent 
grew positively demure when it 
came to scrutinizing die covert 
partners. 

Henrik Beriau’s shrug was au- 
dible as he recalled that die Tow- 
er Commission, appointed by 
President Reagan to “investi- 
gate” the' Iran-contra affair, and 
the congressional Iran-contra 
committee ignored the 18 ship- 
ments for which the Danish Sea- 
men’s Union had provided docu- 
mentation. Mr. Beiian also recal- 
led that, in late 1986 or early 
1987, Israel sent then Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to De- 
nmark “to persuade our prime 
minister to shut our month.” 

Many who have investigated or 
who participated in some of the 
covert arms sales to Iran say that 
the Reagan administration's Jiles- 
- sing for the Israeli sales came as 
part of a deal cut during the 1980 
election campaign. That deal, 
known as the October Surprise, is 
said to have been struck during 
meetings campaign chairman 
(and, subsequently, CIA direc- 
tor) William Casey had with ba- 
nian officials in Madrid and Paris 
in July and October 1980. 

In exchange for an open Israeli 
arms pipeline, Iran is alleged to 
have delayed the release erf U.S. 
hostages in Tehran imtil after the 
November 1980 elections. They 
were freed on Inauguration Day, 
January 20, 1981, moments after 
Ronald Reagan put his hand on a 
Bible and swore to uphold the 
Constitution. Some believe the 
delay in their release cost Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter the election. 

A year or so later, Bruce Rap- 
paport, a Geneva-based Israeli 
and a golfing partner of William 
Casey, befriended Carter’s one- 
time budget director, Beit Lance. 
Mr. Rappaport, said Mr. Lance, 
“made it dear to me be had a 
dose relationship with” the CIA 
director. After Mr. Rappaport 
had pursued him socially for 
some time, Mr. Lance told a 
Senate committee hearing last . 
year, be asked indirect questions 
teat Mr. Lance said, gave him the 
impression “that be was in- 
terested in if I or anyone around 
Carter was pursuing the October 
Surprise.” 

Mr. Rappaport would later fi- 
gure in allegations tying Reagan 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
to a proposal to bribe the Israeli 
Labour Party in connection with 
a pipeline the Bechtel construc- 
tion company wanted to build for 
Iraq across Jordan. (Mr. Rappa- 
port is . a major donor to the 
Labour party. 

Still later, a $10 nuffion “dona- 
tion” made by the Sultan of 
Brand to the Nicaraguan contras 
would vanish, the n mysteriously 
reappear in Mr, Rappaport’s 
account at Credit Suisse, ban- 
contra inside Maj. Gen. (Ret) 
JohnStnglaub said the bank mam 
was yo academ.” Most recently 
Mr. Rappaport’s naeme has been 
connected to die scandal-plagued 
Bank of Ctedit and CcSate 
International. 

_In researching his New York 
Tunes article, Seymour Hersh 

found no fink between the gusher 


of Israeli aims shipments to Iran 
and the October Surprise. But 
Mr. Hersh also wrote: "No 
American rationale for permiting 
covert aims sales to Iran could be 
established.” 

In April 1991, a public televi- 
sion documentary and a book-on 
the October Surprise by former 
Carter administration National 
Security Council official Gary 
Sick, sparked calls for an inves-j* 
ligation from Mr. Carter, from 
former hostages and from the 
grass roots. . 

The. house and Senate Demo- 
cratic leadership responded, if 
reluctantly, and began organising 
a formal investigation. Congres- 
sional Republicans have opposed . 
the probes with a ferocity that 
Suggests there may indeed be 
something to hide. 

. ^Congressional investigations, 
With powers to subpoena classi- 
fied documents, could ferret out 
the truth about the October Sur- 
prise. There is credible circum- 
stantial evidence that a deal was 
made. PLO, official Bassam Atm £ 
Sharif, for example, says teat 
after the 1980 Republican con- 
vention be met in Beirut with 
“one of Reagan's closest friends" 
who “wanted the PLO, to use its 
influence to delay the release of 
the American hostages until after 
the election” and offered in re- 
turn recognition and an open 
White House door for the PLO, 
which, Mr. Abu Sharif said, re- 
jected the approach. 

However, the only professed 
witnesses to the alleged Paris and 
Madrid meetings are arms dealers 
and denizens of the covert 
netherworld. Their testimony 
conflicts on some points and they , 
are easy for the men at tee top to 
discredit and deny. 

A key source for Mr. Sick's 
“October Surprise” — and for 
many of the revelations about *{ 
Israeli and U.S. operations dur- . 
mg the 19$)s to have made the 
news in the last two years — was • 
Ari Ben-Menashe, a former 
Israeli military intelligence offie- • 
er. He is a highly controversial j 
source because he claims to have 
seen then vice-presidential candi- 
date George Bush attending a 
meeting with Iranian represents- : 
fives in Paris in October 1980 and i 
because, while journalists have j 
been able to confirm much of : 
what he says, some of his allega- j 
tions appear improbable. 

Mr. Ben-Menashe claims to 
have sold arms to Iran under file 
auspices -of the Israeli govern- 
ment and has told of buying 
weapons for resale to Iran from 
Poland and North Korea. He 
claims that in 1986 and 1987 
Israeli technicians went to Viet- 
nam' to renovate a Hercules C- 
130 aircraft abandonced there by. 
tee U.S. military. He has also 
•made wide-ranging allegations 
about CIA Director Robert 
Gates, charging teat during 1980s 
Mr. Gates took a lead role in' 
mminglraq through South Africa 

At the sametime, Mr. Ben- 
Menashe says he was present aba 
meeting in Kansas City, Missouri 
in July 1987 when Mr. Gates and 
Iranian Defence Minister 
Mohammad Hosein Jalali cm- * 
sum mated a $2 bDHon aims deal. 
Some of teese allegations seem to 
consistent with known history, 
but journalists have been unable 
to confirm them. 

. The Israeli government and 
several major media outlets in 
this country have made Hero*’ 
lean efforts to discredit Mr. Ben* 
Menashe, who was acquitted by a 

(Continued oa page 5) 
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Motorcycles pick up speed in the Gulf 




By Christme Hauser 

Reuter • : • • 

ABUDHABI^-Fatboyiare 
taking the place of the tradi- 
tional ships of the desert in 
tibe- United Arab Emirates. 

But it T s not all easy-riding 
across the sands of Arabia, 
where two wheels are now 
plying the well-worn camel 
paths . 

Women are banned from 
motor-cycling in all but one 
of the seven emirates that 
make up the UAE and de- 
mand exceeds supply for 
many high-powered bikes 
such as the Harley Davidson 
Fatboy and Honda , Suzuki or 
BMW models. 

The big lake manufacturers 


arc finding the UAE.a ftcep- 
_.tiye market yrithlocal, (Gaits 
willing -to spead-Zbetween 
30,000 and 50^600, dirh ams 
( $8£00-13, 600)on a-bike and 
thousands more far fancy 
customisarhm. 

Even would-be bikers who 
cannot afford the .gleaming 
dream-machines in the show- 
rooms spend their hard- 
earned money on accessories 
such as Haricy Davidson key 
rings, belts or braces 

■ U;Si manufacturer Harley 
Davidson Inc. supplied its 
UAE distributor with 55 
motorcycles this year. Show- 
rooms are already empty. 

‘Tve already sold seven of 
my next shipment of 1993 
models,” said David Boyko, 


manager of Haricy Davidson- 
UAE, the biggest motorcycle 
distributor in the Gulf. 

Mr. Boyko said interest in 
motorcycles is growing 
among the Arab population 
in the UAE where leather 
and chrome are rapidly tak- 
ing the place of camels. 

"More and more of our 
clients are locals, mostly the 
ones who have been educated 
in the West and are familiar 
with the image of tire Harley 
rider,” Mr. Boyko told Reu- 
ters. 

The 1969 U.S. Ghn Easy 
Rider immortalised the im- 
age of Harley owners as 
tough, leather-clad riders 
who travelled in groups 
astride their “bogs”. 

Sales exceeded three mil- 


lion dirhams (about 
$900,000) in 199V and Mr. 
Boyko expects higher re- 
venues for 1992. The bikes 
are sold faster than the 
Wisconsin-based manufactur- 
ers can deliver them, he said. 

The dealership has sold ab- 
out 100 motorcycles in Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Kuwait and 
the UAE since it opened in 
1989. 

“It can be a bit strange to 
see men in leathers ripping 
past you on the highway,” 
said Michael Wender. who 
wears a leather Harley cap in 
Dubai but said be can't afford 
a motorcycle. “But then 
again this whole place has 
been amazingly trans- 
formed. ” 


With the billions of dollars 
of oil earnings each year, per 
capita income increased and 
tastes changed . 

Jet skis, four-wheel drive 
vehicles and sleek power 
boats throng the streets and 
shores of the UAE now. 

“ The new generation has 
access to toys their parents 
wouldn't even dream of when- 
they were young,” said 
Adnan, 24, an Dubai Arab 
who races power boats. 

Like other Gulf Arab 
countries, the UAE publicly 
encourages conservative be- 
haviour. But the influx of 
thousands of foreigners after 
the oil boom has brought 
some modifications of the 
rule. : 


At weekends in the cdbler 
winter months more and 
more local Arabs are trading 
their traditional flowing “ dis- 
hdasba” robes in favour of 
full-length leathers to set off 
into the desert on their 
motorcycles , one enthusiast 
said. 

Suhail Dalmook, a 32- 
year-old air force pilot, said 
be is the leader of a pack of a 
dozen local men who meet 
regularly for trips to Ajman 
and Sharjah, connected to 
Dubai by long stretches of 
desert highway. 

“Some of us are on Har- 
leys, some are on Japanese 
bikes , " be said. 

And local bikers are busy 
organising an 800 kilometres 
trip to Salalab in Oman. 


Chinese herbs yield surprises 


By Heidi Manan 

KUCHING , Malaysia — 
Chlorophyll . toothpaste., 
s rofct yoghurt face packs and kefir 
ise £ !' douches have run their 

i- 5; ‘.T course. The springwater and 

tzsc. _..wifdrice diet is passe, and joss 
> sticks are thought to menace 
the ozone layer. Today's 
H fk r “in” things are Chinese 

Si :h 

(fz ~ The Chinese have known 

f ; about these herbs for a long 

- r.K — tone, and they have a word 

* tT for it : Expensive! Any grand- 

a - mother from Canton to Ulan 

Bator will unhesitatingly 1 con- 
.« firm that if it’s cheap, it can't 

— - \l be much good — an argu- 
^ l meat also put forward by the 

" Western pharmaceutical in- 
. r * ■ dustry... Does it use Chinese 

'"grandmothers as- marketing 

consultants? . ^ 

-- Bat who wants drugs any- 

U way? The consumer oF'thc 

~~ 1990s has been trained to 

«:i> yearn for the pure, the natu- 

=■ ral, the environmentally 

'-p friendly, and herbs seem to 

7 ' he the perfect answer. The 

'] “ . word is magic to the modem 

i "7 ear; so much so that few 

; r V questions are asked about the 

^T : provenance of the herbs. 

As it turns out, a lot of 
-_±l Chinese herbs aren't herbs. 

They are roots and barks and 
rc woodchips, pips and nuts and 

seed pods, birds’ nest and 
‘X pearls. Rhino horn is sold as 
a herb, as is dried frog. 


According to one herbal 
pharmacist, cordyceps, called 
*tong ebung dm,” is a sort of 
worm that creeps under- 
ground all winter, grows as a 
limp grass in summer and 
next fall re-worms itself 
under the chilly sod. Some 
herb 1 

The warning should be 
dear. But who can resist a 
quaint Chinese pharmacy with a 
stone war mortar and pestle, a 
slicing guillotine, baskets of 
crumbs and chips and petri- 
Ged grubs drying in the sun? 
In the dim interior, rows of 
brown apothecary jars are 
labelled in Chinese charac- 
ters and a crabbed Latin 
hand. One of them reads 
“Elixir Os Draconicus” — 
Dragon Bone Elixir. 

The pharmacist earnestly re- 
commends top-qaaHty,top-price 
Korean ginseng. Noticing that 
bis female customer has a 
ring on her left band and no- 
signs of a tummy bulge, he 
adds confidentially: “Is good 
for man!” He then shaves 
thin slices of this air-dried 
radish and wraps it up with 
the parting advice: “Cook 
small!” 

The recipe is to simmer the 
root in a soup with a chicken 
for two or three hours. Sea- 
son lightly, taste — and spite! 
Ginseng is horribly bitter, but 
most Chinese axe far too busy' 
extolling its virtue to mention 
that. My first-ever ginseng 



broth was so bitter that no- 
body could swallow it. Even 
the family dog turned up his 
nose at a generous offer of 
health soup, though be made 
off with the chicken in the 
confusion of the moment. I 
watched Rover for a while, 
but he acted the same as 
usual,, sleeping all day and 
barking all night I could 
have fed bum cold rice and 
Gsb beads for all the good a 
ginseng-spiked fowl did him. 

Once family life has been 
blessed with the arrival of a 
baby — with or without the 
help of ginseng — Chinese 
herbscxopup again. Rest and 
good food is not all a young 
mother gets, especially if 
there is a strong-minded aunt 
on the premises. In that case 
the new mohr.'wUIbe lucky’if 
she ^escapes}- kaphang-md. 
Kachang-ma is ■a'hetb rather 
fike twice-chewed grass. It is 
stewed with chicken, in 
arrack (local alcohol brew). 
A cow might get to like it, or 
an alcoholic... “ It's Chinese 
wine!” says Aunt Lily firmly, 
“and it's good for you. Eat up 
w bile it's hot.” 

Timidly expressed wishes 
for something else are met 
with stony silence. Hunger 
drives the convalescent 
mother up and about in re- 
cord time, mostly on foraging 
trips to the kitchen. After all, 
she has a baby to feed. 

■ " Strong little feller!” Aunt 
Lily beams “and you look a 
picture of health. Just can't 
beat kachang-ma!” 

Kachang-ma is the begin- 
ning but by no means the end 
of family herbal treatment 
What won't herbs do for a 
happy houseful! One concoc- 
tion cools an overheated boy , 
another warms a chilled 
grandmother. One infusion is 
spooned over and into a tired 
athlete, another is inhaled by 
a snuffling urchin. Pots of 
herb-and-dbicken'Sqnp prom- 
ote good grades in all exams 
from kindergarten upwards. 

The chemist down the road 
from us is doing a good trade 
out of bumps and bruises , 
measles, mumps and chicken 
pox. He is ready to take on 
anything, from vertigo to 
night blindness, and would 
even have a crack at bubonic 
plague or yellow fever if any- 
body sought his advice, and 


herbs. 

My family is unadventur- 
ous in its illnesses. As tod- 
dlers grow into teenagers 
they become squeamish. 
Ojbections are raised to 
harmless things like Sower 
petals Boating in cooling 
drinks or stew. Not to men- 
tion birds' nest. “These kids 
don't know what they're talk- 
ing about, ” snorts Aunt Lily. 
% Consider her father-in-law. 
The old gentleman takes 
birds' nest three tunes a week 
and he never coughs! 

I never take birds' nest at 
all, and I don't cough much, 
myself: Maybe I'm jealous 
because no daughter-in-law wHJ 
get up at 3 a.m. to prepare 
the stuff for me. Birds' nest 
„has to .be slowly simmered for 
ac three hours. '- Then the 'patient 
y -is shaken from bis slumbers 
fr'-ah d has the insipid brew, 
sweetened with rock sugar, 
poured down his throat. He is 
by now hawking and spitting 
— not, however, coughing — 
and grumbling about being 
woken up; bis vinegary 
countenance at daybreak 
gives no clue to a steady diet 
of rock sugar brew! 

Lily's father-in-law is over 
80. Slightly younger hopefuls 
breakfast on birds' nest 
drink, concentrate, jelly or 
soup at the crack of dawn, 
with no thought of curing 
coughs: An 18th century En- 
glish trader heard that birds' 
nest was “counted a great 
provocative to venery.” Such 
being the case, it simply 
couldn 't be expensive 
enough. 

“ What do you understand 
about it!” Aunt Lily reproves 
a skeptic. * Birds' nest costs 
Malaysian dollar 25 an 
ounce , about $60. Sixty dol- 
lars, you hear! It must be 
good.” The pharmacist sells 
birds' nests in packs, like 
pressed dried nopdles. Nice 
harmless-looking stuff... un- 
less you've visited a nesting 
site. The raw material for 
Sarawak's Guest birds' nest is 
stuck over the twigs and 
feathers and the things baby 
swiftiets get up to. The birds 
build their homes in caves, a 
hundred or more feet above 
the floor; when nests are 
prised loose with long sticks 
they fall into the rich deposits 
of bird and bat guano below. 



A young Malaysian pharmacist weigh s the 
ingretHents for a prescription of “Chinese 
herbs”, which can be anything from dried 
frog to.UnfsMsts. 


How did birds' nest first 
gets its reputation as a 
panacea? Who thought of 
climbing cliffs and cave vaults 
in search of soIidiGed swiftlet 
saliva mixed with bird drop- 
pings? Was it a man driven 
up the wall by, ahem, prob- 
lems? Is a colourless tasteless 
brew of whatever medicinal 
properties worth disrupting 
the privacy of the birds? 

This train of thought can 
be fatal. Rhino bom, actually 
made of hair, is practically 
worth its weight in gold be- 
cause the rhino being fully 
protected as an endangered 
species, ifs almost impossible 
to get. But these few pieces in 
our corner pharmacy — 
where, bow long ago, and in 
what manner were they 
obtained? What about rhino 


urine, another most powerful 
remedy? How is it collected? 
In chamber pots strategically 
placed all over the jungle? 

And bow does one catch 
the baby mice which have to 
be swallowed whole, with a 
mouthful of rice spirit, as a 
tonic for women who fail to 
regain strength after child- 
bath and for other cases of 
anemia? Most patients would 
manage the rice spirit , but a 
wriggling, jiggling naked 
mouse? Half-hatched chides, 
also considered excellent as a 
tonic, are at least not likely to 
escape. 

Consider the technical de- 
tails involved in producing a 
Gat dried frog and you'll nev- 
er want that herb again. Not 
unless it costs at least $20 per 
gram — World News Link. 


Cooling barley gruel: Chinese 
herb recipe for summer 

Simmer 2 tablespoons of barky in a liter of water; when the 
barley is cooked and huge, add a tablespoon of candied 
lemon peel and a few /amps of rock sugar for the last 10 
minutes of simmering. Serve as a drink, over shaved ice or 
once it has coded in the refrigerator. A red bean gruel can 
be made dong the same lines, but in Malaysia it is served 
with coconut cream. 
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The Summer Olympics: f to 8,000,000,000 


BARCELONA (AP) — Olympics by the numbers: 

0 — countries boycotting the games. 

1 — Germany competing. 

2 — athletes on the teams from Albania, Cook Elands, 
fyl ah’ and Monaco 

; 3— gold medals won by Spain over the last three summer 
Olympics. 

4- — brothers of tbe Sidek family competing oa Malaysia's 

badminton team. 

5 — Olympic appearances for British javelin thrower 
Tessa Sanderson and American runner Franck Larrieu 
Smith . 

6 gold medals each won so far by Carl Lewis and Matt 
BhndL 

7 — consecutive summer Olympics missed by South 
Africa prior to ibis year. 

8 — Olympic . teams made byMkhad Plumb of tbe 
American equestrian team. 

9 ■ — gold medals awarded on tbe Gist medals day. 
(Sunday ). ' 


10 — gold medals awarded on Goal day of games. 

12 — ocean ttoers in Barcelona For the Olympics. 

13 — ■ age of Chinese diver Fa Mingxia. 

25 — official sports at the games. 

30 — world record-setting pole vaults for Sergei Bubka. 
52 — countries that woo medals at the 1988 Seoul games. 

63 — wins and 1 loss for Cuban baseball team in past six 
world events. 

64 — tonnes of fireworks fra opening and dosing cere- 
monies. 

107 — medals won by the U.S. in one Olympics — Mexico 
Oty in 1968. 

132 — medals won by the Soviet Union at *88 Seoul 


172 . — countries in the Olympics. 

257 — events at the games.' 

627 — medals won previously by American track and 
Geld athletes. 

1492 — when Spain's king and queen sent Columbus in 
search of spices. 


1,691 — total medals to be awarded. 

1,768 — U.S. medals won in all summer games (most of 
any country). 

• 4,000 — seats at badminton arena and baseball stadium. 

5.000 — taverns hi town. 

9,172 — Spaniards who helped carry the Olympic torch 
through the country. 

45^560 — police and soldiers watching over the dty. ■ 

65.000 — seats at Olympic Stadium. 

693,700 — private cars in Barcelona. 

2.350.000 — Watts of electricity for opening and dosing- 
ceremonies. 

401.000. 000 — dollars paid by American television 
network NBC for rights fees for tbe games. 

920.000. 000 — dollars spent on Barcelona's new phone 
system. 

1.800.000. 000 — dollars spent to refrtrbisb Barcelona's 
waterfront 

8.000. 000.000 — ■ dollars spent ou refurbishing all of 
Barcelona. 
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Fnithful Witnesses : Palestinian Children 
R ecr eat e Tbuir World 

By Kama I Boullata 

Olive Branch Press, New York 1991, $19.95 

Faithful Witnesses is a collection of paintings by Palestinian, 
children from the occupied territories. Two years in tbe 
making, tbe book is tbe work of Kama! Boullata, a 
Palestinian artist and writer. In gathering the pictures 
between covers, his aim is to be as faithful to the children's . 
art “as they have been to tbe only world they have known. ” 

In an eloquent commentary that accompanies the illus- 
trations, Boullata describes the desires, beliefs and motiva- 
tions that make up the child’s world. In explaining bow 
children witness the uprising, he explains the uprising itself. 

If the smatt band that dares to lift a stone against a 
soldier armed with five ammunition is given a crayon, a 
brush or a pencil, bow will it attack tbe paper to recreate the 
world being shaped by tbe youngest generation? 

Tbe paintings that result depict not only the expected 
images of dispossession , brutality and death, but equally 
tbe moral values of community, identity and love that for 
so long held the intifada together. As such, we read them 
not just as human testimonies, but as psychological 
markers that chart the Palestinian child's road to political 
socialisation. 

In painting after painting, children draw Gelds where 
every blade of grass is grafted; olive groves where each 
olive is enumerated; lemon brandies where every petal is 
imbricated. They sketch women not only sowing the land, 
but wearing the traditional gowns of black and scarlet 
embroidery. At the same time — in sobering detail — they 
feel compelled to communicate the reality of Israeli 
occupation. In Chaining and Blindfolding Everyone in 
Jalazun Schoolyard by Abdallah AGf, aged 14 — we are 
shown schoolchildren gagged, chain-ganged and beaten by 
IDF soldiers armed with machine guns. 

As Boullata argues, such pictures demonstrate that 
Palestinian children paint from both contemporary and 
andent experience, interweaving their nation's folklore , 
history and religion with the immediacy of real events and 
places. In so doing, they lend their struggle both legitimacy 
and strategy. If, in the uprising, tbe stone and sling were 
reinvented by tire child to fend off tbe occupier, here 
Palestinian children use the equally primitive means of 
cray-on and water colour to give farm to a political culture 
that, in and through their paintings, becomes their own. 

Having been faithful to themselves, whether in recounting, 
tbe details of everyday iffe as they live it or in reflecting the 
cherished dreams of their elders, children through these 
works transmit, in total bnmWty, a collective vision of the 
Palestinian people — Middle East International. 

Graham Usher 
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Democratising Development: the role of 
voluntary organisations 

By John Clark 

Earthscan, London 1991, £9.95 

John Clark’s book comes just 11 years after the intemat/on- 
al commission chaired by Willy Brandt produced its report 
North-South: A Programme For Survival. The general 
reaction of the developed countries was to sideline tbe 
report and use their hegemony over world resources in a 
manner which has ravaged the planet and increased both 
poverty and potential far conflict. As John Clark observes 
in one of many trenchant sentences in his book, “ today’s 
economic orthodoxy is a path not to development but to 
disaster . " 

It is against that background that non-governmental 
organisations are coining to play an ever-increasing role. 
They are also proliferating, especially in tbe Third World. 
Some of them are front organisations of authoritarian 
governments or undesirable in other ways (a situation not 
confined to the Third World). It is not only extreme 
poverty which is the underlying reality. It is also social 
injustice, illiteracy and die fatalistic view among too many 
exploited people that theirs is a pre-ordained existence 
which they have no power to change. John Clark sets out 
these matters in detail and discusses means whereby the 
victims can themselves become more democratically in - ' 
volved in solving these global problems. 

He summariy dismisses NGOs with religious or political 
motivations as “quasi-NGOs” which simply waste the time 
of what he considers to be “real” NGOs. IN a world of, 
proliferating NGOs , there will inevitably be some dubious 
ones, but this cavalier throwing out of the baby with the 
bath water is too dismissive. More so since the author 
accepts . indeed advocates , that NGOs have to be out- 
spoken on political issues . He also accepts thay they must 
expect harsh reprisals in return for being outspoken. 

This is not a book about the Middle East and, in fact , it 
turns a blind eye towards tbe Middle East. This is. 
surprising, given the region’s importance both as an area 
for NGO activity and For reprisals against NGOs. In 
Britain, the Zionist lobby has waged a major campaign to 
discredit NGOs like Oxfam , Christian Aid and Medical 
Aid for Palestinians and to try to undermine their status as 
registered charities. This is becuase their experience in the 
Geld has compelled them to speak out, although in fact 
pretty cautiously, about tbe condition Of the Palestinians 
As for a educational and other charitable NGOs in the 
Geld, the Israeli government has long been busy closing 
them down, misappropriating their resources and arresting 
their personnel — Middle East International. 

David Watkins 
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A feared but necessary 
reform in education 


The world of schools had been in 
turmoil for a year. People were 
worried about the consequences of 
the“Jospin reform” (named after 
the Minister of Education), 
although everybody agrees that 
the educational system needs to 
be overhauled. 


University 2,000 


PARIS — Behind the grumb- 
ling of numerous students, 
teachers and parents lies the 
great fear of yound people: A 
morrow without a future. It 


students, which is nearly a 
quarter of the population. 
This task tails on the 300,000 
primary school teachers and 
the 350,000 secondary school 


also brings out a major fact of tc ^ beTS “ the <50,000 primary 
society: The opening up of the ^dhooh, 5,000 lower secon- 
uppe r secondary school and dary schools and 2.600 lycees 


(offering training up to the 
baccalaureat). 

Together with higher 
education, administration and 
than 
servants de- 


. then the university to the 
great majority whereas pre- 
viously these had only been 
accessible to a minority. 

In 1985, 45 per cent of sfa ^ m0re 

people under 20 were stu - 1,300,000 civil servant 
.. dents. In 1990, there were 60 P en< ! on tbe “ Education 
i -percent. Tbe success rate in Rationale”. (In France, 
-.. - the baccalaurr::? higher school teachers have the status of 
■- • certificate beats all records. In ’ 

. 1950, one young person in 
v Twenty held this certificate. 

- In 1970, it was one in five and , priority ” and it is devoting a 
. .-in 1991 , one in two. The budget of 263 billion francs to 

- - . objective of Minister Lionel this in 1992. In four years, this 

- • _ Jospin was to “lead 100 per amount have increased, by 50 

; cent of a generation to train- per cent and 7,000 teaching 
. ■ ing and a quatiffcation”. posts have been created. In 
‘ Today, tbe “ Education the same period, universities 
Nationale ” is a complex and took in 280,000 more students 
• impressive machine dispens- and gave out 100,000 extra 
■ ing knowledge to 13 million grants. 


civil servants). 

France has made the educa- 
tion of its citizens “a national 


The creation of 28 profes- 
sionalised university institutes has 
made it possible to double the 
number of places. With tbe “Uni- 
versity 2,000" plan, 32 billion 
banes have been devoted, by the 
state and local authorities, to 
revamping higher education. 

With sky-rocketing figures and 
a cumbersome mechanism, the 
French educational system needs 
to be modernised. Hence “these 
common sense measures" advo- 
cated by tbe minister in order to 
foster increased success throu gh g 
faster course of study while, at 
tbe same time, aiming a t an 
equality of chances and respect- 
ing tbe value of diplomas. 

He intended to tackle the mar 
' jor problem that universities suf- 
fered from: The large scale fai- 
lure in the DEUG (Diplome 
d’Etudes UmversHtaires G6n6r- 
ales) exam taken after tbe Erst 
two years of university studies. 
Nearly half of tbe students fail 
this exam. 

Tbe ministerial project prop- 
osed: 

- To lighten the timetable, to 
renew tbe syllabus and to review 
and extend the different categor- 
ies of the baccalaureat. 

- To dose down certain “dead- 
end” areas of study which acted 
as “ factories for unemployment !**. 

- Better guidance m tbe study 
programme through gradual spe- 
cialisation and tbe possibility to 
diverge in tbe middle of a year. 

He also intended to create a 
corps of “tutors" to give support 
to small groups of students. Their 
pedagogical contribution would 


come on top of the actual 
teaching provided by the lectur- 
ers. 

The “ Jospin reform ” has 
caused doubt and .uncertainty 
among some and resistance and 
nervousness in others. This is 
because the “ Education 
Nationale” has suffered torn too 
many other reforms in the last 
quarter of a century. They were 
announced with a lot of gusto but 
did not improve or barely im- 
proved the system. 

Protesters increased their ac- 
tion to tight the minister’s pro- 
jects. They criticised their 
“makeshift” aspect and the lack 
of concertation with those con- 
cerned. 

\(r. Jospin’s departure last 
spring and bis replacement by 
Jack Lang, tbe popular minister 
of Culture, has quietened things 
down. Without c ailing into ques- 
tion tbe necessity and the main 
lines of the reform undertaken , 
tbe latter has decided to extend 
and deepen the indispensable 
concertation of all those con- 
cerned. 

The problems remain and it 
will, indeed, one day prove 
necessary to bring about changes 
in the system, but bow will it be 
possible to tind democratic solu- 
tions with so many different part- 
ners with such contradictory in- 
terests? 

However, a basic consensus 
does exist allowing tor hope. 
Polls reveal that, of all their 
institutions, education inspires 
tbe most confidence in tbe French 
and they are prepared to make 
many sacrities tor its sake — 
L’Actualitc En France. 


By Nita Lelyveld 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — It used 
to be that when the National 
Geographic Society pub- 
lished a map, it would print at 
least 80,000 copies. These 
days, it's more like 5.000. 

It's not for lack of interest. 
If anything, maps are more 
popular now than ever. But 
what's the point of printing 
tens of thousands when, they 
could be out of date almost 
instantly? 

** Cartographers as a rule 
enjoyed a very stable time 
period in the 1980s, but now 
we’re getting used to 
’ change . ” said John F. Shupe, 
the Society's chief cartog- 
rapher. “Our maps are accu- 
rate the day wc print them, 
but they may not last long 
after that.” 

Since Germany unified and 
the Soviet Union broke up. 
mapmakers have grown used 
to constantly revising their 
work. But revisions still don't 
come easily. 

Many of the Society’s maps 
still are drawn and plotted 
manually. And tbe Society's 
distinct typeface must still be 
positioned on each map by 
hand for each place name — 
each river, city, town and 
mountain range. 

Automating the process of 
mapmaking is extremely ex- 
pensive. But computers are 


Mapmakers 
rush to join 
computer age 


gaming ground. New maps at 
the Society are digitally scan- 
ned, with details convened 
into digital form. That in- 
formation is fed into a colour 
graphics computer, which 
creates lines on the maps, the 
map symbols and colour pat- 
terns. A laser printer then 
imprints tbe maps onto Elm, 
which is convened to plates 
for colour printing. 

But the process of making 
a map still can take months 
and dozens of cartographers. 
And computers can 't solve all 
of today’s mapmaking prob- 
lems. 

Take the index in an atlas. 
If a country simply changes 
its name, a computer can 
replace the old name with the 
new at the touch of a button, 
said Mr. Shupe. But that 
can 't be done when one coun- 
try becomes 15 — as in the 
case of the Soviet Union, he 
said. 

Even computerisation is 
time consuming, said Dr. 
Michael Dobson, chief car- 
tographer at Rand McNally 
in Skokie, Illinois- The Erst 
large step toward automation 


is the creation of a computer 
database,, or information 
storehouse, for a country or 
region, he said. 

To put together a U.S. 
database, Rand McNally car- 
tographers spent about 3 14 
years creating what was , in 
essence, a large-scale map of 
the country. It reproduces all 
the states on the same scale 
and with the same level of 
detail. 

“ One of the problems with 
individual maps is that fre- 
quently, if you go from one 
map to another, you won't 
End the same amount of de- 
tail, and you may not have 
the same type of content,” 
Mr. Dobson said. “In some 
states, you have a great deal 
of unpaved roadway. But if 
you’re making a general-pur- 
pose highway map, you may 
not include it. Maps differ 
depending on why they were 
made. ” 

Once the details are stored 
in a computer . any number of 
things become possible, Mr. 
Dobson said. 

“You can decide to make a 
map that shows one particu- 


lar highway from start to 
finish, or you can make a 
map of a group of states,” he 
said. “ You can extract what 
you want from the database. ” 

Rand McNally is using its 
U.S. database to create its 
1993 road atlas, and is at 
work on a database of 
Europe. Hammond Inc. of 
Maplewood, New Jersey, 
used a similar system tor its 
world atlas due out this fall, 
said spokeswoman Gwen 
Baker. And the National 
Geographic Society is also 
busy building databases. 

But change takes time, and 
mapmakers everywhere have 
spent the last two years hop- 
ing that political transforma- 
tions will coincide with their 
production deadlines. 

The National Georgraphic 
Society plans to print a new 
map of Europe in October. 
But what will have become of 
Yugoslavia? And will 
Chechoslovakia be two coun- 
tries instead of one? 

Already, tbe Society’s 
mapmakers have created a 
tentative mfip that divides 
Czechoslovakia into the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. But if 
a split isn’t formalised until a 
week after the map is printed 
and the names are different, 
the cartographers won’t be 
surprised. 

“It’s kind of the way we’re 
ti\ing right now,” said Mr. 
Shupe. 


Moscow’s homeless lose 
their only shelter 


By Fiona Fleck 
Reuter 


. MOSCOW — On the vast 
concrete periphery of Mos- 
cow ; a group of the capital’s 
thousands of down-and-outs 
stood queueing in the hope of 
a bed for the night. 

Hus is — or was — Mos- 
cow’s first shelter tor tbe 
homeless. 

It was set up in June in the 
isolation ward of a hostel for 
psychiatric patients. Just 
three weeks later, tbe hostel’s 
hefd doctor closed the shel- 
ter, saying he needed it back. 

• None of tbe night visitors 
: seemed convinced by reassur- 
ances that the shelter was an 

• experiment, and that as a 
■ result more hostels would 

open tor dozens, even hun- 
dreds more homeless. 

“Why did they bother to 
open it at all?” said Alek- 
sandr, 38. { T don’t know 
■where I will sleep tomorrow. 
They are making a mockery 
of ns. 

“It’s hard enough to End 
food without having to start. 


all over again looking for a 
place to sleep.” 

Of the 12 allowed to sleep 
in tbe shelter each night, 
some were selected by doc- 
tors from the countless home- 
less who sleep rough in rail- 
way stations in winter and in 
parks, lawns and woods in 
summer. 


has pledged to scrap the sys- 
tem. 

Many of the night visitors, 
whose ages ranged from 30 to 
70, had emerged bom years 
of hard labour in penal 
camps. 

Some had “done time”, as 
they put it, in psychiatric 


The rest were admitted on 
a first come, first served 
basis. 

As they charged through 
the door at eight o'clock 
sharp , a militia man stood by 
to keep law and order. 

Not that any of them 
looked like the familiar alco- 
holics or brawlers who in- 
habit Moscow’s twilight zone. 

All,, without exception, 
were victims of the outmoded 
“propiska” (residence per- 
mit) system, most without 
family or friends to help them 
get on their feet. 

If you don’t have a prop- 
iska to live in a Russian city it 
is illegal to work there and 
you have no right to accom- 
modation. The government 


had fallen on hard 
times and were denied state 
pensions through some 
bureaucratic hitch. 

Inside, as tbe small crowd 
huddled together queueing 
tor lice shampoo, Nikolai, a 
52-year-old machine repair ■- 
man, said: 

“Look at these people. 
They are in a state of nerves 
because they’ve lived in the 
railway stations tor too long. 

“The police aren’t allowed 
to put us away anymore , bat 
they continue to pester us 
and move us on all the time. 
We are exiles in our own 
country ■*— it’s a violation of 
human rights.” 

With hopes dashed of a 
bed with dean sheets and a 
roof over their beads, some 


planned to go back to the 
stations, others refused to 
contemplate where they 
would end up. 

Aleksei Aleksandrov, 33, a 
former factory worker, said 
he refused to sleep on the 
streets. 

He had just been re/eased 
bom a penal colony and until 
now had managed to End 
friends to put him up. 

“ Tm the kind of person 
who will walk and walk all 
night rather than lie in the 
street” 


On hearing that the shelter 
was to dose, Valery, 52, who 
bad made tbe shelter his 
nightly home since it opened, 
burst out “How can we be 
expected to break out of tins 
vicious code? 

“All we want is to live weti. 
We are reduced to bring Eke 
animals and we become Eke 
animals. 

“It’s only when people Eve 
well that they can begin to 
treat one another weB. Beg- 
gars can’t be generous peo- 
ple” 


Paradise Lost 


By E Yaghi 


In the land of the wild honeysuckle where fires of freedom 
bum in the hearts of tbe brave and songs of liberty floriin 
the minds of the free t dwells a bumble nobleman by tbe 
name of .Sharif. At one time, Sharif sold falafel near the 
outskirts of an ancient city in the forgotten country of 

“Paradise Lost”. For many years he had been denied all 
means of obtaining an education by the Israeli oppressors 
who shut universities and occupied his ancestral home, so 
he sold falafel. Habitually, near the side of tbe road he 
placed his stand under, the shade of an old cedar tree which 
spread its branches out as a partial cover bom the boiling 
sun. Every day Sharif would rise at tbe Hush of dawn , just 
when pink tinged tbe purple complexion of the infant day, 
gather his equipment and bead for the peripheries of 
“Paradise Lost. ” Early mornings brought the scent of wild 
honeysuckle and jasmin , when the city was yet cuddled 
under the fading protective quilt of night Wild pinkish- 
brown doves and keen-eyed hawks fought for survival in 
the stillness of the new day as Sharif plodded to bis 
customary tree and set up his stand. ! One particular 
morning, Sharif was feeling especially depressed. His 
people were incessantly dying under a purge of bate. No 
one 'was spared death or injury from speechless babe to tbe 
elderly. The prospect of peace bad become merely a phantom 
tor dreamers. As he readied his wares he said to the winds 
which were emancipated, " I can hear the chains of slavery 
rattling in the doom of bondage. When will the bonds be 
broken and my people be bee? Oh Lord, give us strength 
and patience to bear our enslavement !” 

Soon, the crisp tantalising smell of falafel rose to greet 
the Gist morning scents of Gowers and leaves devoid yet of 
the exhausts of thick smoke that puffed out of the bottoms 
of cars and buses. The first customers were small children 
who rubbed the sleep bom their eyes as they 'waited for 
their favourite food. " Good morning . Uncle,” a small 
voice piped out, “please give me ten falafel.” Whereupon 
the hand behind the voice pushed tbe brown coins towards 
tbe vendor. 


one room hut and threw his equipment down on die Boor 

““Zf % » iS’Kfc'j™ * fc *P for a while. "And soon be 
Ttner* coot' wh^bSw in from die Meihixmnetur 

Mticn later, ww 


and Start oiicemore packed his goods and headed forte 
Ttdar tree. “I feel_ _mucb be tter now , m faet, gup. 


Refreshed. At least IV have the strength to hist wta lata 
evening, ” he said as he trudged aiong. ■ 

AgSn be set up bis stand and soon the botrtim^chu 
fnTtbe falafel popped in W™ 


kite “Look, uncle! Do you see how beautiful my late «?- 
Sharif looked at the boy’s efforts and let out n low 
whisdf ' “YteMdeed, it is beautiful Laith. You must have 


“Well, good morning Laith, my favourite customer. 
What have you got up your sleeve today that makes you 
look in such a hurry?” 

He saw the excitement in the young boy’s eyes as tbe 
child exclaimed with enthusiasm, “Oh, Uncle Sharif, Tm 
making a beautiful kite and today I shall Gnish it! In tbe 
afternoon I will bring it here to show it to you. It's going to 
be a big surprise!” 

Sharif chuckled as he watched Laith run off towards his 
home, remembering with nostalgia those carefree boyish 
days not long ago when be himself had designed and 
proudly Hew his own kites. The rest of his morning passed 
as usual and when the sun climbed high in tbe pallid sky 
and business ground to a crawl, Sharif gathered his goods, 
packed them neatly together and headed for his mid-day 
break to wait tor the cool of afternoon. Ashe walked, lines 
of cars divulged themselves into tbe city as their black 
fumes and blaring horns polluted the ancient atmosphere _ 
that had witnessed caonfltags dvitisktiems and forgotten-- 
empires in the place that SSanf had always known as home, 
the home of Ms ancestors, Grom time immortal. A lone wild 
dove glided through tbe mid-Hay heat and then landed on a 
protruding television atnenna on a nearby house. “Wonder 
what he’s doing out in the hot sun? He should have more 
sense and take refuge like me from the beat, ” Sharif said 
smiling to himself as he crossed tbe threshold of his small 


wnisuc* a cd . _ - 

Jcnf hours working on it. but ; I see your kite ismadehke 
the Palestinian Hag. You know how dangerous tfasran be. 
If the Israelis see it, you will be m big ^rouble ^ - _ 

“Don’t worry! Tm going to Hy the colours of Palestine 
wav up in the sky where everyone can see them. If the 
Israelis destroy my kite, I shall make a new one and jftidt 
nets ruined, then another!” the boy proclaimed. 

Sharif heard the determination in tbe young voice and 
saw courage Hash in the boy’s eyes, but he knew thaf 
courage was no match tor brutal authority. “You must be 
careful. You don’t want the soldiers to catch you. To them, 
there is no such tiling as a Palestinian child and they w31 
show you no mercy!” 

Apparently undaunted, the child boasted. “But Unde 
Sharif, I can run very fast!” and without waiting tor any 
more advice, he tore off down the street and disappeared. 
Sharif lost sight of Laith, but then be saw the kite flutter 
high above the city as the winds carried it to dive and dip 
and sweep across the- heavens as red, green and white 
streamers Happed freely in the air. " ft looks so regal ” 
Sharif whispered in awe. His heart beat with pride. He 
looked around and saw dusters of people stop and point at 
the marve. He searched for the boy and saw him at a 
distance on top of a tall building commanding the kite with 
gentle jerks and tugs. All of a sudden, an Israeli jeep broke 
tbe silence of victory and some soldiers shouted at Laith. 
Tbe boy let go of his prize and Hed like lightening. At Erst . 
the kite hoovered about but then without its pilot, dived 
down and then plummeted to earth, catching itself on some 
electricity wires. The soldiers ran over to where Sharif 
stood watching and one roughly shouted. “Hey. you there! 
Come and get that damn kite off those wires. Get a move 
on it!” . . 

While he spoke, be grabbed Sharif by his collar and 
threw him down in front of him. One soldier kicked him. 
Another slapped Mm. A third punched him in Ms stomach. 
They laughed and cursed Mm. One spit on him. HtmnTi- 
atedly. Sharif wiped the spittle off and slowly walked 
toward the electricity pie and began to climb. “Hurry up, 
you dog! Get that kite down or we 7/ shoot you!” one 
soldier barked. 

So he climbed up even further and reached and reached 
out to where the ate was tied between two wires. He most 
not have been thinking. He gabbed tbe wrong wire and let <mt * 
wild scream. The next thing he knew , he was in a hospital 
with stumps where bis h&ntfktggd lower arms had been. 

Now Shari f sits atone in his small hut with artiEcial limbs 
thar do him tittle good. He has no way to sell falafel and 
make a living any more. Sometimes he sighs and says to 
Mmself: “God will not suffer us to perish for we have 
fought so bravely and earnestly for liberty. But, as long as 
we are in chains, then no Arab nation and no Arab citizen 
shall tnicly be free!” 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, July 30 


8:30 The Simpsons 
9:10 CM! Wars 
New Series 
lOdIO News In Ejyifafc 
l<k20 Olympi cs 


Friday, July 31 

8i30 Olympics 


Swimming 


9z30 Please Don’t Bat The 
Daisies 


Look Who’s Talking 
Is Mr’s Nash pregnant? 


10:00 News La English 
10:20 Olympic Live 

Gymnastics 

1U00 Thatcher 
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Cfasa To ffomo Monday at 8:30 


A political drama about 
tbe fall of Margaret Thatcher 
after winning 3 successive 
elections. 


A boxer comes under press- 
ure from international orga- 
nisers of boxing matches and 
bets. 


r, 3 

8&0 Close To Home 


she knows that the father 6f 
the child is Kerin.- 


12:00 Olympics 

Summary 


LJkOO Olympics Roundup 


Guess Who's Coming To 

Dinner 


Sunday, Aug. 2 


Dr. James has a date with 
three ladies at the same time 


Saturday, Aug, f 

800 Super Shop era 
9d0 Olympics 
10*0 News In EngBsb 
10&0 French Feature Fttm 
Les Camassies 


8-30 Wings 


9ddOfyMnpi* . 

10S0 News Lb English 


A Terminal Christmas 
Faye , the : reservation 
dark, is a widow spending 
Christinas alone, her col- 
leagues try to cheer her up. 


j . 


lOtZO Olympics 

r, Aug. 4 


9:00 Olympics 

I0m News In EngHsh 

1030 Oscar FHm 

An Ideal Husband “ : - 

Marring: Paulette Goddart 

UrOO Olympics ■ : . : V > : 

-5. 


Saved By The BeB 


Starring: Jean Carmet and 
Wededk Stanzake 


9&0 Olympics 
lOdO News In English 

I 0&0 Olympics 


*30 Acropolis Now 

Three skips arid a Joey 


How to solve the problem s 
of Husbands and wives. 


■'tod 

i&ngisn' 
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A pregnant austrah'an woman 
comes to die restaurant. Eli- 
zabeth gets surprised when 


Wednesday Forma 
IO&0 News In EngBsh 
1*20 Olympics 
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his roots 



By Katia Sabet 

CA ^ 0 ,. ~ & Egypt, be 
made his name in cinema 
television by playing 
roles that were so unpopular 
most other actors would not 
touch them. Egyptian audi- 
ences and movie-goers 

throughout the Middle East 
love him for his portrayal of 
the villain , yet in France, 
GamU Rateb is known for his 
talent as a serious stage- 
actor. He has walked the 
boards of all the best-known 
theatres in Paris and spent 30 
years of bis career doing so. 
In fact , Rateb was SO before 
he began working for the big 
screen in his native Egypt He 
speaks French as well as be 
speaks Arabic and, by his 
own admission , ' he knows 
France better than he does 
bis own country. 

Garni! Rateb, now 65, is 
not an easy man to under- 
stand. His life and long 
career have been pitted with 
contradictions. It started at 
an early age. As a child, the 
son of a wealthy Egyptian 
land-owning family, Rateb 
was made to attend an ordin- 
ary state school, while all his 
friends were sent to private 
French or English language 
colleges run by the Jesuit 
priests. His father ; Abou 
Bakr Rateb Pacha was an 
ardent nationalist who was 
determined his son should be 
a true Egyptian, in language 
and in spirit. 

“My father and his youn-- 
ger brother Ali were among 
the leading activists at the 
university at the time of the 
1919 revolt against British 
imperialism/' said Rateb. 
“My uncle Ali was even put 
in prison. The revolutionary 
spirit was also present on my 
mother's side. She was the 
great-niece of Hoda Char- 
aaoui, who was tire spokes- 


woman for the feminist 
movement in the fust quarter 
of the century. ” . 

Butif Rateb’s unusual up- 
bringing opened up new hori- 
zons and perspectives, it did 
little - to help him. tit r into 
mainstream society. Not only 
wax he set . apart from Ms 
poets. He w^ aJm^domia- 
ated by ib^ woinen in Ms 
family, two sisters and an 
overbearing mother, who had 
divorced Ms father and re- 
married. As a result the 
young GamU suffered from a 
shyness that was almost crip- 
pling. “ I was an extremely 
• timid child, so introverted 
that I seemed almost stupid, ” 
be recalls in an exclusive in- 
terview. “My schoolmasters 
were at their wits’ end. ” . 

Like many shy people, 
Rateb discovered that the 
best cure was to go on stage. 
“It was the best way of im- 
posing myself, of getting peo- 
ple to listen to me, ” he said. 
“ Getting up on stage, speak- 
ing through a character — 
and being listened to — that 
gave me a reason for living. ” 
Rateb r s first forays into the 
world of acting came while be 
was still at school. He pur- 
sued Ms new hobby with a 
passion, Ms good looks and 
pleasing manner often help- 
ing to land him the leading 
juvenile role in plays being 
staged by amateur troupes. 
World War U was in full 
spate and foreign touring 
companies no longer came to 
Cairo, leaving the Geld wide 
open for the less sophisti- 
cated but higMy enthusiastic 
local actors. 

In 1943, at the age of 17, 
Rateb made his professional 
debut in a play being staged 
at Cairo’s Esbekieh Theatre 
by the great French actress 
Ludenne Lemarcband, who 
died recently. The role was 
for a young adolescent. 


hopelessly in love with the 
heroine. Rateb titted the bW 
■ perfectly and his pcrfbnn- 
. ance was a hit Lemarcband 
predicted a glittering career 
for Mm. 

But there was trouble in 
store. Rateb’s family had 
given their consent to his Gist 
professional role, convinced 
' this passion for the theatre 
was a passing phase. But 
when a friend landed Rateb a 
part in a movie, their attitude 
changed abruptly. Rateb’s 
stepfather, who happened to 
be the director of Egypt's 
Misr film studios used Ms 
influence to ensure that the 
movie — called ,t The Three 
fiances — was not given a 
license until all the scenes 
featuring Rateb were cut 
Soon afterwards , Rateb 
found that the doors of all 
Cairo’s movie-studios were 
dosed to him. 

F rm e dom 

In those days, studying in 
Europe or the United States 
was a most for any young 
well-born Egyptian male. 
Rateb’s mother and step- 
father dedded that a spell in- 
the French capital would 
clear the youth’s head of fool- 
ish theatre talk and launch 
him on the path to a safe and 
respectable career. But for 
Rateb, Paris meant freedom 
and the chance to learn acting 
without hindrance from bis 
family. 

He enrolled at the Sorbon- 
ne University to study law , 
but was soon skipping classes 
to take acting lessons at the 
Paris stage school of Le 
Vieux Colombia He missed 
Ms law end-of-year exams 
altogether to try for the entr- 
ance exams, which would 
gain him admission to the 
Vieux Colombia to study 
foil-time. There Rateb was 


successful, but his family was 
enraged. Fast they stopped send- 
ing him money. Then, wheo 
Rateb showed no signs of 
giving in, they cut Mm off 
without a cent 

But Rabet was having the 
time of Ms life. By Ms second 
year he had already obtained 
a part in a Shakespeare play. 
Soon afterwards, he formed a 
small company, choosing the 
most promising actors and 
actresses among bis fellow 
students. “We played in 
small balls and we shared the 
box-ofGce receipts , which 
were never enough to make a 
living out of,” he said. “In 
order to make ends meet, we 
had to take other jobs in our 
. spare time.” At various 
times, Rateb worked as a 
porter at Paris’ Les Halles 
market, as a barman, trans- 
lator, dubber and walk-on 
extra, anything to earn 
enough so that be could con- 
tinue to do the thing be loved 
best while he waited for a big 
break. 

That break took its time in 
coming. The Paris theatre, 
world is Mghly competitive , 
but Rateb’s patience was re- 
warded when be found Mm - 
self more and more in de- 
mand for roles in top quality 
plays, working alongside 
famous directors and star 
actors and actresses. “ I work- 
ed a great deal, always in 
quality theatre and with 
actors of a certain caliber 
he said. “I never made any 
effort to break into the 
movies. To my mind , the 
cinema has a side that is very 
artiGcial and commercial and 
the environment is one that I 
find tainted. One has to make 
compromises and that’s not 
in my nature. ” 

But like it or not, the 
cinema drew him. After 30 
years in Paris, Rateb dedded 
to give Mmself a six-month 


break and return to Egypt so 
be could put his affairs in 
order. Launching a new 
career , this time in Arabic, 
was die last thing on his 
mind. However, urged by a 
• friend, Rateb accepted the 
leading role in an adaptation 
by Egyptian director 
Mahmoud Diab of the Swiss 
playwright Durrenmatt’s Old 
Lady’s Visit. Rateb was a hit 
and be soon found Mmself 
caught up playing a series of 
parts in movies and on televi- 
sion. 

A favourite of 
Waivers 

In spite of Ms misgivings 
about the celluloid screen, 
Rateb became a favourite of 
Middle East viewers, and he 
found himself spending more 
and more time in Egypt. “My 
return to Egypt was a great 
turning point in my life, ” be 
noted. “When J left for 
France, I didn’t know Egypt. 
I only knew the place where I 
had been bom. When I ar- 
rived in France in 1946 1 told 
myself that this was where I 
was going to make my home. 
And that is where I lived, 
without a break , from the age 
of 20 to 50. Thirty years is a 
long time in any man's life. 
Now, I’m discovering my 
country. Tm getting to know 
my people. ” 

Rateb is married to the 
French actress-turned 
threatre director Monique 
Montivier. But the couple 
live apart, their careers hav- 
ing taken them down diffe- 
rent paths. “My wife and 1 
are still linked by ties of great 
mutual esteem and 
friendsMp, even though we 
have not lived together for a 
long time now,” he said. “I 
think marriage works when 
two individuals complement 
each other and become one 
whole. We are both too indi - 



After 30 years in Paris as a sue-. .has emhaiked on a movie c areer 
cessftif stage actor, GamU Rateb that has brought him Interna- 


tionai acclaim. 


vidualistic and too self-sufG- 
dent, too caught up in our 
own respective careers to 
have been able to blend 
together, to become one. The 
entire time we were living 
together, we never spent a 
single vacation or even a 
weekend in each other’s com- 
pany. For whole stretches at 
a time » we didn’t even see 
each other.” Has Gamil 
Rateb ever known real love? 
On Ms return to Egypt , there 
was a woman who meant a 
great deal in Ms life, he 
admits. But knowing that he 
could not offer her what he 
felt she deserved — a real 
marriage, a life together — 
he decided to break off the 
relationship. 

As for professional plans, 
Rateb has no intention of 
resting on Ms laurels. He is 
considering new beginnings 
and is refresMngly self-critic- 
al for an actor of Ms caliber 
and acclaim. He says be 
wpnts to do less of the kind of 


movie and television work 
that brought him fame in the 
Arab World, and more in the 
way of taxing roles, such as 
the one which won him the 
prize for best male leading 
actor in the recent Mediterra- 
nean Cinema Festival at Bas- 
tia in Corsica. The movie 
wMcb won him recognition 
was CMch Khan, a Franco- 
Tunisian production directed 
by Mohammad Ben 
Mahmoud. 

“As an actor, I need to 
stretch myself more,” he 
said. “ I could carry on as I 
am for the rest of my career 
and live very well , but that is 
not enough. I need to work 
with people who have a diffe- 
rent way of looking at acting. 
The movie I made in Tunisia 
made me question a lot of 
things ... I need to start over 
again if I want to progress as 
an actor. The fact that I have 
paradoxically become a very 
well known movie actor 
thanks to the television and 
cinema has made me forget 


that my real job is on the 
stage. ” 

Another challenge for 
Gamil Rateb is that Egypt is 
not fertile ground for the 
theatre, he says: “The 
theatre in Egypt is dead; and 
it isn’t dead because of a lack 
of audiences wanting to see 
plays but because the pro- 
ducts being presented are 
aimed at a minority of well- 
to-do theatrical illiterates 
who are the only ones able to 
afford the exorbitant price of 
the tickets.” 

In October, Rateb will pro- 
duce a play be hopes will 
appeal to a wider audience. 
Children Of Anger And Love 
by Samir Khafagha. Then, in 
spite of bis commitments in 
Cairo, he will return to bis 
much-loved Paris to act in 
Durrenmatt’s play The Doc- 
tors. Rateb has dozens more 
scripts and ideas in the pipe- 
line. But from now on, he 
sap, the roles be will go for 
will be the really challenging 
ones — World News Link. 





Disney movie to foots on Bushmen’s skills 


• fcvl 


By Angus Shaw 

The Associated Press 

SHAMVA, Zimbabwe — 
When Eva Monley worked 
on the movie classic The 
African Queen in 1951, many 
Westerners viewed Africa as 
romantic, exotic and pristine. , 

More than four decades 
later, the British movie pro- 
ducer has returned to a more 
troubled continent to make 
an adventure Glm highlight - 
ing conservation and the 


vanishing culture of the once 
prominent Bushmen tribe. 

The Walt Disney movie. A 
Far Off Place, tells how a 
primitive young Bushman 
tracker leads two American 
children through the African 
wilderness after their parents 
have been killed by elephant 
poachers. 

Based on books by South 
African conservationist and 
philosopher Laurens Van 
Der Post, it is aimed at family 
audiences. 

“ It’s an enormously stormy 


continent at the moment,” 
Monley said of Africa ’s wars, 
famines and economic prob- 
lems. “But amidst it all there 
is hope to be found. ” 

Monley, raised in Kenya, 
said Africa still bolds the 
same lure as when she was a 
young assistant working on 
The African Queen, wMcb 
starred Humphrey Bogart 
and Katharine Hepburn bat- 
tling through the steamy rain 

forests of Central Africa. 

• 

“With all the troubles, you 


can't mess with the African 
sunrise, ” she said. 

Despite the Bushmens’ 
survival skills in the wild, 
only a few hundred still lead 
the nomadic life of their 
ancestors, who roamed 
southern Africa for 30,000 
years, said Namibian rancher 
Reinbard Friedericb, a lead- 
ing authority on Bushman 
lore who is advising Monley. 

Another 50,000 Bushmen 
have been absorbed into 
modern life, mostly in 
southern 1 Africa’s poorer,. 


most inhospitable regions. 
Most are unskilled labourers, 
and many are plagued by 
alcoholism and other prob- 
lems as they try to adapt to 
change. 

According to Friedericb, 
the nomadic Bushman is like- 
ly to disappear within 20 
years. 

“His peace-loving nature is 
to avoid confrontation. 
Stronger forces have des- 
troyed him, ” Friedericb said. 

Los Angeles-based co-pro- 


ducer Elaine Sperbe r said the 
Disney movie seeks to cap- 
ture “the symbiotic rela- 
tionsMp that human beings 
can have with nature” at a 
time of unprecendented con- 
cern for the environment. 

In the movie, Australian 
actor Jack Thompson por- 
trays the head of an ivory 
smuggling cartel responsible 
for marketing tusks. The 
movie also stars Maximilian 
Schell as a white hunter 
turned conservationist. 



Opera in Singapore — the medium is the message 


By Peter Bohan 

Reuter 

i* 

SINGAPORE — Under the 
stars on a downtown stage , 
surrounded by skyscrapers, 
the two young maidens de- 
licately meet — and break 
the sound barrier. 

Another Wayang, or 
Chinese opera, has opened 
on a Singapore street. 

As clouds of incense waft 
from the nearby Seng Ong 
Beo Temple, the Teochew 
troupers keep their small but 

- dedicated audience, most 
looking up from their plates 
at the temple restaurant, fi- 
xated by the spectacle before 

> them. 

The stage , a proscenium on 
stilts, is the centre of action 
for the next few hours as 
scenes tilled with jewelled 
costumes and earnest mime 
Game the actors’ vocal exer- 
tions — arias pitched in a 
sonic universe few Western 
ears can appreciate. 

* The onlookers , including 
occasional cyclists, taxi driv- 
ers and passing' pedestrians, 
care not a bit. The magic of 

- the whining Chinese strings, 
the clanging cymbals, the 
clattering wooden blocks is 
carrying the day. 

Such scene s — this one was 
to celebrate the birthday of a 
city God at the temple — are 
played out often in Singa- 
pore, where three-quarters of 
the 2.7 million citizens are 
Chinese. 

The question is: Played 


often enough, or too often? 

Singapore plays host to 

3.000 foreign companies and 

300.000 foreign guests. En- 
glish is the language of courts 
and commerce on the tiny 
Westernised island, where 
the government has struggled 
for years with the challenge 
of maintaining the cultural 
heritage of Chinese, Malay, 
Indian and other groups. 

After a period of swift in- 
dustrialisation in the past two 
decades, when cultural differ- 
ences were subordinate to the 
primary goal of modernisa- 
tion, foe government in re- 
cent years has changed its 
tune. Variety is now foe mice 
of life. 

“If all the ethnic cultures in 
Singapore are inclusive in foe 
basic approach, we mil be 
able to rejoice in our diversi- 
ty without this cultural di- 
versity undermining our 
national unity, ” George Yeo, 
who beads foe Mimstiy of 
Arts and Information 
(M1TA), said recently. 

In practical terms, MTTA , 
and other local bodies are 
stepping up what have been 
lonely private efforts to re-‘ 
vive traditional Chinese, 
Malay and Tamil theatre and 
dance. 

“ Besides being a part of 
our multicultural heritage, 
Chinese opera is a popular 
form of public entertainment 
with an educational ele- 
ment, ” said Foo Meng Liang, 
executive director of the 
National Arts Countil. 


“The opera stories convey 
social ana moral values we 
would like to instil in our 
people — for example. Glial 
piety and patriotism. ” 

Opera buffs agree that 
those values are there, but 
they are unsure who is 
listening. 

“ When it comes down to 
paying customers , there are 
really only two or three 
thousand people you can 
count on,” said Joanna 
Wong, who founded foe is- 
land’s best-known Cantonese 
troupe, foe Chinese Theatre 
Circle, in 1981. 

“There’s a longstanding 
stigma that opera is for 
grandmothers. We don ’t 
seem to be able to get to foe 
younger generation. ” 

Pitt Kuan Wah, who super- 
vised a two-year project on 
Singapore’s 150-year-old his- 
tory of Chinese opera troupes 
for a national archives exhibit 
in 1988, also lacks optimism. 

41 1 think opera is probably 
dying because of ‘ singsong \ ” 
Mr. Pitt said, referring to foe 
popular song concerts now 
more in favour among temple 
managers for their festival 
draws. 

A review of performance 
licences for 19&7-88 showed 
that a Wayang performance, 
amateur or professional , was 
held on every day of the year 
in Singapore, Mr. Pitt said. 

“Probably less than half of 
those arc now actually 
Wayang. A lot of it is people 
who are caught up in 



Tkkbag admatage of a break be- Singaporean actress reads the 
tween scenes in a "Tco-dww,” a gos sip section of a local news- 
paper back-stage. 


Karaoke. ” 

Ms. Wong said the lan- 
guage barrier was a factor 
with- Singapore youth — 
Wayang are performed in not 
just Mandarin but HoWen, 
Teochew , Hainan ese, Can- 
tonese and other dialects. 
But lack of extracurricular 
time for students also cut 
interest, she said. 

And the problems of 
financing were always pre- 
sent. 


“There are no profession- 
als: They’d die of starva- 
tion.” Ms. Wong said. 
“MTTA gives grants, but of 
course they have to spread if 
to all our cultural groups. 
Where’s just one piece of 
cake, and it has to be 
shared. ” 

But, with foe government’s 
blessing, opera diebards 
should continue spreading 
both the medium and the 


message of Wayang. 

Ms. Wong organised a two- 
week Cantonese opera festiv- 
al in April, featuring headline 
Hong Kong stars. And many 
opera performances were 
held island-wide in June dur- 
ing a month-long festival of 
Chinese culture. 

“We are much, much bet- 
ter off now that we were 20 
years ago, ” Ms. Wong said. 
“ You’ve got to be realistic 
about it.” 


Hit Japanese TV r 
show has woman 
suffering in society 


By Yuri Kngeyama 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Tamako, drawn 
and pale in a hospital where 
she is being treated for stress, 
has just had her dream of 
running foe family inn’s new 
annex squashed by her evil 
stepdaughter. Gritting her 
teeth, she begins to weep: 
“That inn is my life. I can’t 
let them take it away from 
me. ” 

So went a typical scene of 
Women Gotta Have Guts, 
the blockbuster soap opera 
that chronicles foe never-en- 
ding abuse heaped upon foe 
petite heroine by her nasty 
in-laws. 

The show’s heart- wren- 
cMng probe of family ties and 
idolisation of foe persevering 
Tamako is striking a resonant 
chord in this society in wMch 
female servitude and oppres- 
sive Glial relationsMps re- 
main foe rule. 

Court Ggures show about . 
one-sixth of couples seeking 
divorce ate conflicts with in- 
laws as a reason for 
breaking up. Feuds between 
bride and mother-in-law have 
long inspired plays, books 
and other TV hits before 
Women Gotta Have Guts. 

The daily soap, which be- 
gan in April , is already foe 
top show in Tokyo and the 
surrounding area. About 40 
per cent of 13 million house- 
holds tune in the 15-minute 
segments each morning, and 
unknown others watch foe 
daily afternoon rerun, 
according to video research, 
a private ratings firm. 

Kinu Ebina, 71, feels a 
kinship with Tamako. “I 
identify with shows that have 
a woman struggling on her 
own, ” she said. 

“Something’s wrong if the 

“Something’s wrong if foe 
story doesn’t have a happy 
ending. Tamako is so hard- 
working she is bound to suc- 
ceed,” she adds. 

Not to worry, says foe 
Japan Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion that airs the show. 
Tamako will triumph by the 


time foe series concludes this 
fall. 

The network's day time- 
soap-opera series, which 
dates back 30 years, scored 
an immense hit with a similar 
theme in 1984 with OsMn, 
foe name of a hard-luck little 
girl who was fated to have 
creepy in-laws, too. 

In Women Gotta Have 
Guts. Tamako, a 40Ish 
Japanese Cinderella , marries 
an elderly widower, Seitaro, 
and becomes entangled in a 
complex web of power strug- 
gles and petty jealousies. A 
troublesome trio are re- 
sponsible for most of her. 
tribulations. 

Sei taro’s sister. Ay a. be- 
lieves Tamako is after foe 
family money and makes in- 
frequent but ominous 
appearances on foe show like 
a dowager empress. 

Yoshie. an acid-tongved 
woman who works at Seitar- 
o’s Mgh-class inn, is secretly 
in love with him. 

The overweight but light- 
headed Tatsuko. who is 
Seitaro's daughter by a pre- 
vious marriage, treats Tama- 
ko as a maid. She Gits 
through the show in expen- 
sive kimono, wMJe Tamako 
keeps her virtuous angst- 
laden silence, her lips quiver- 
ing in close-ups. 

Tatsuro Ogawa , the prog- 
ramme's chief director , says 
the scripts typically have foe 
villainesses conniving behind 
Tamako's back, leading: to 
climactic sequences in which 
they subject her to psycholo- 
gical sadism. 

The abuse is what keeps 
people glued to their sets, 
and foe three women often 
steal the show “like monsters 
in an adventure story, ” Oga- 
wa says : 

St’s not unlike the fascina- 
tion that J.R. Ewing evoked 
for years on Dallas. 

“It's a type of thrill • to 
watch foe heroine get picked 
on,” says Yukiyo Yoneyama, 
a 33-year-old housewife. 
“We can’t go on un/ess 
there’s an outlet for our frus- 
trations. ” 


< 
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Multiple birth 


exploding, straining parents and public budgets 


By Brenda C. Coleman 

The Associated Press 
CHICAGO — Fertility drugs 
are contributing to an explo- 
sion of multiple births and 
the boom is carrying a high 
price — more tiny babies who 
need intensive medical care, 
according to a government 
study. 

The new federal study 
found that from 1972 to 1989 
triplet births rose 156 per 
cent: quadruplet births zoomed 356 
per cent; and quintuplets and 
greater-number sets rose 182 
per cent among white U.S. , 
Women. 

Among blacks, the in- 


creases were smaller — rang- 
ing from 18 per cent for 
triplets to 126 per cent for 
quadruplets — probably be- 
cause relatively fewer blacks 
can ‘afford costly infertility 
treatment , researchers said. 

The study excluded twins 
because they are to be co- 
vered in another report, said 
epidemiologists and co-au- 
thor John L. Kiely of the 
National Centre for Health 
Statistics in Hyattsville , 
Maryland. But previous re- 
search indicates twins’ birth 
rate rose 33 per cent from 
1978 to 1988. 

“ The good news is that. 


over time, the infant mortal- 
ity rate in higher-order multi- 
ple births (triplets and up) 
has decreased ...at about the 
same rate as among single 
births — 50 per cent,” Dr. 
Kiely said. 

In 1960, multiple-birtb 
white infants died at a rate of 
270 per 1,000. and in 1985 the 
death rate had dropped to 
130 per 1 , 000. Among blacks, 
it dropped from 384 per 1.000 
to 225 over the same interval. 

The bad news is that the 
multiple-birth-rate boom and 
lower death rates have cre- 
ated a much greater need for 
medical and social services 


for infants and their families. 
Dr. Kiely and his team con- 
cluded. 

Multiple-birth infants have 
elevated chances of being 
bom prematurely and at low 
weight, the two best predic- 
tors of death and illness -in 
infants . 

While only 10.3 of every 
1,000 single-born infants 
weighed less than 3.3 pounds 
in 1988. 98.7 of every 1,000 
twins were that small and 
336.3 of every triplets were, 
said a study last year by Dr. 
Barbara Luke of Rush 
Medical College. 

Intensive care can pull 


many preemies to health, but 
others will face life handicap- 
ped, said her co-author and 
husband. Dr. Louis Keith, a 
professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology at Northwestern 
University Medical School. 

Another study last year 
found that every baby bom 
into a set of quadruplets ran 
up an average of $105,000 in 
intensive care bills, vs. 
$60,045 for every triplet, 
$8,336 for every twin and 
$3,600 for each single baby. 

The study was based partly 
on data going back to 1981. 
and the amounts today prob- 
ably would be double, said 


Dr. Keith. Quints were not 
included, but they often re- 
quire intensive care similar to 
quads. 

Forty U.S. babies — black 
and white — were bom as 
quints in 1989, compared 
with an average of 11 a year 
in da early 1970S, Dr.Kktyam bs 
1970s, Dr. Kiely and his 
team reported in their study , 
published in the July issue of 
the American journal of Dis- 
eases of Children. 

In 1989, 225 babies were 
members of quadruplets, np 
from an average 42 annually 
in the early 1970s. And 2,473 
were members of triplets in 


1989 compared with 873 a 
year in the early 1970s, the 
stuffy said.. 

A total of 90.118 twins 
were bom in 1989, Dr. Kiely 
said. 

White increased use of fer- 
tility drugs is responsible for 
most of tiie' boom, a greater 
tendency to pvt off parent- 
hood accounts for about 20 
per cent of the trend. Dr. 
Kiely said. 

Doctors have long known 
that the older the mother, the 
greater her likelihood of 
bearing multiple babies . even 
if she does not take fertility 
drugs, noted Patricia Malm - 


Strom, director of Twin Ser- 
vices, a non-profit education 
and social services agency 
based in Berkeley, Califor- 
nia. 

Multiple-birth families 
need far more medical, social 
and financial help , ranging 
from longer maternity leaves 
to organised support net- 
works, she said. 

“Current programmes are ■* 
often limited to families of 
children with disabilities or to 
victims of abuse, ” she said. 
“We see families oh a steep 
slide, just kind of down into , 
really, poverty, when they, 
just need a little leg up.” 


AMDS success converts critics of Dutch drugs policy 


By Cynthia Osterman 
1 Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — A dazed 
and scruffy man drops two 
dirty syringes into a plastic 
box. Marianne Gmcn checks 
the needles are intact and 
then hands over fresh re- 
placements. . 

“ Here you go. Need any 
alcohol wipes?” she asks. 
The man , one of Amster- 
dam’s 6,000 heroin addicts, 
declines the sterile tissues 
and is gone within seconds. 

“We’re not here to tell 
them to quit or to moralise, ” 
says Groen, coordinator of 


the Netherlands' biggest nee- 
dle exchange programme. 

“At first people, especially 
abroad, didn’t understand. 
Now they see our success in 
stopping the spread of AIDS 
among addicts and their opin- 
ion has changed.” 

Often accused of being too 
soft on drugs, the Dutch are 
now winning converts to their 
pragmatic approach, which 
treats addiction as a medical 
problem rather than a crime. 

Cities around the world are 
adopting practices such as 
free methadone treatment 
and needle exchanges that 
were pioneered in Amster- 


dam, once labelled Europe’s 
drugs centre. 

Dutch drugs initiatives are 
being highlighted at the 
World AIDS Conference in 
Amsterdam. 

The Netherlands has been 
able to slow the spread of 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) among 
addicts by giving them dean 
needles ana a range of other 
services intended to improve 
health and living standards. 

While about a third of 
European and nearly a quar- 
ter of American AIDS pa- 


tients were infected by 
needles, fewer than one in 10 
Dutch AIDS victims caught 


the disease tins way. 

“Foreigners used to say we 
were too permissive , that we 
encouraged drug use. There 
is now an appreciation of 
what we are domg and that is 
largely because of AIDS,” 
says Jaap Fransman of the 
Amsterdam Health Au- 
thority. 

Since Amster dam started 
the first needle exchange in 
1984 , silimar programmes 
have begun in dries ra ' 
from San Francisco to S) 
and even Kathmandu. 

Amsterdam’s scheme to 
use buses to deliver metha- 
done, a heroin substitute , to 



addicts is also catching on 
elsewhere. 

More significantly , many 
cities are wanning to the 
liberal pbilosphy behind the 
Dutch policy , experts say. 

id 

dru 
Ed, _ 

Ministry ofSdal who helped 
design the polity two decades 
ago. ■ 

“Our method is about con- 
taining and encircling prob- 
lems, instead of pushing them 
to the fringes of sodety. ” 

While all drags are ofticial- 
ly illegal in the Netherlands, 
special “coffee shops” are 


allowed to sell small quanti- 
ties of hashish and Mari- 
juana. Dutch police do not 
prosectute drug users but 
concentrate on dealers in- 
stead. 

The Dutch seek to keep 
young people who experi- 
ment with drugs away from 
crime and dealers who would 
encourage them to graduate 
from soft drugs to. more 
dangerous narcotics. 

Permissiveness is coupled 
with a social safety net of 
programmes offering health 
care, financial assistance, 
counselling, detoxification 
centres ana, in some towns. 


even protected places for 
addicted prostitutes to oper- 
ate from. 

The approach brings prob- 
lems into the open and keeps 
most addicts m touch with 
health and soda! workers. 

The Dutch are proud of the 
results. While bard drug use 
continues to rise in most of 
Europe , the number of 
addicts in the Netherlands 
has stabilised at about 20,000 
in a population of 15 million. 

Cannabis use is compara- 
tively light and crack cocaine , 
the scourge of U.S. inner 
dries, has not caught on here. 

Drug-related crime is re- 


latively low and fewer young 
people are using drags. The 
■ average age of the country’s 
addicts has risen from 27 to 
32 over die past decade. 

- Despite growing entbu- 
siasm for their approach '* 
abroad, Dutch experts warn 
it won’t work everywhere. “It 
depends so much on culture 
and the economic situation,” 
says Mr. Fransman. 

The policy meshes with a 
tolerant approach to other 
social issues and enjoys broad 
support among Dutch politi- 
cians and the population at 
large — crucial in , getting 
necessary funding. 


LONDON (AP) — A new 
study suggests Eastern Euro- 
peans exposed to fall-out from 
the Chernobyl ‘ nuclear acci- 
dent have no increased risk of 
getting leukemia. 

“For the vast majority of 
individuals living in the east- 
ern part of Europe, there 
'hould not be any danger 
aid Dr. Per Hall, the leading 
investigator from the Karo- 
linksa Hospital in Sweden. 


Study says no increased risk of leukemia for most after Chernobyl 

trowing rapidly multiplying 


The findings do not apply to 
people at die Chernobyl nuc- 
lear plant when a reactor 
exploded in 1986, or living 
elsewhere in the Ukraine. 

Dr. Hall said this is the first 
study to calculate individual 
absorption of radiation in the 
bone marrow, where leuke- 
mia starts. 

Investigators studied near- 
ly 47,000 people who re- 
trieved radiation therapy for 


thyroid disease. 

These patients were ex- 
posed to a level of radiation 
“not far from what many 
individuals received after the 
Chernobyl accident said 
Dr. Hall in a telephone inter- 
view. 

The study is published in 
the latest issue of the Lancet. 
a British medical journal. 

Dr. Daniel Hoffman, assis- 
tant director for Science/En- 


vironmental Health at the 
Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC) in Atlanta , said using 
information from thyroid pa- 
tients exposed to radiation to 
make predictions about peo- 
ple exposed to radiation from 
Chernobyl fall-out has “un- 
certainties, but is a reason- 
able approach .” 

Dr. Hoffman said the find- 
ings that low levels of radia- 
tion do not increase the risk 
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WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


lines?? 


SINOLOGY 

B.v Bruce W. Thompson 


1 Honey Squar 

35 To some extant 

S3 Mont or Mel 

90 Pro — 

5 My Line?" 

37 Desist 

64 Dissipated 

(perfunctory) 

10 Manner’s 

38 Kowloon's 

88 Whit 

91 Aromatic root 

compass point 

neighbor 

87 Fores to became 

85 Sioux Indian 

15 Invitatnn totters 

41 Sp. hero 

a crew mantoer 

97 Sailing vessel 

19 Preminger or 

44 Struck out 

70 Upright 

98 'j— war* for 

Bismarck 

45 Big birds 

71 Dumpling dshes 

Christmas.. 

20 Sun: prof. 

48 Scot, pan 

74 a lover. 

99 Diamond — 

21 Haro Mirphy 

47 Artone or Roald 

day...” 

100 Pan of USA: 

22 Gen. Robert — 

48 Moved B&siy 

76 Mova Slowly 

abbr. 

23 Jack Lerman •' 

49 Auto cr bureau 

76 Mnks slowly 

101 2000-mlto-long 

movie 

ending 

77 Vacuum tubes: 

construction 

28 'There's 

50 Hun loader 

abbr. 

105 Give a pink 

nothing —1'.' 

51 " — my brother's 

78 Privy to 

»*k 

27 One — mBBon 

keeper?" 

79 School chew 

106 Spectral 

28 Formerly 

52 Movie sleuth 

80 Malacca 

107 Ingenuous 

. 29 Prepares 

56 Camera setthg 

81 Window .rentes 

108 Paradise 

potatoes 

57 Kind of orange 

84 Factory 

109 Ms Truaheart 

30 Possesses 

59 Surrealist 

85 Cu Unary " - 

110 Bum with hot 

together 

Salvador 

category 

liquid 

32 — cookie 

60 Sings Vka Bing 

87 Birds' crops 

lit Beef on the 

1 34 Artist Neman 

61 Out* 

88 Buddy 

hoof 

35 Palpitate 

82 Temptress 

89 Storage box 

112 Sodal zlcti 

DOWN 

• 



1 Recurring theme 

24 Tracking dog 

54 Hava an — the 

80 Hwutoy cr 

2 Race: prat. 

25 Seantinavton 

ground 

Atkins 

3 Go on — 

31 Assns. 

55 Unsoled 

81 Dariad 

(carouse) 

33 Comet pan 

56 Tarkenton and 

82 Pointed missus 

4 Disney dwarf 

34 Ivan of tennis 

AO Ison 

83 Far East boats 

■ 5 Neigh 

33 Man — (marked 

58 Discard 

8< Lose one's cool 

- ■ 6 From tills place 

by honesty) 

60 Applauds 

88 Unpleasant tasks 

I 7 Wings 

37 Terrtor type 

92 Transgressions 

88 Sth! 

• , 8 the season to 

38 Queen ol Heaven 

53 Dim wtiirtwtnds 

90 Toss about 

be-" 

39 Hose material 

64 SmaB dams 

91 Mid or mitten 

. 1* 9 Tofu source 

40 Suitcases 

65 Deal — 

92 Sur over 

■ r-;io Communkansd 

41 Wax-caatsd 

67 Tender spats 

93 Forty — 

k v.ll — burly 

cheese 

68 Like — ■ of bricks 

94 Secreting organ 

12 Japanese herbs 

42 Holy man 

69 "Say It — So" 

95 Baity 

t 13 Actariecsedy 

43 Board game 

7i "Men must — the 

98 Francois' lady 

' ».* shy; Br. 

44 Natural latent 

hazard of thak 

friend 

K -14 Certain tree fruit 

48 Tatter 

Ives" (T. 

97 Anatoxins 

IS Capunad back 

49 Oriental: 'abbr. 

Roosevelt) 

98 "1 cannot 

16 Transportation In 

SO “Sing — of 

72 Business sign 

tel — " 

an old song 1 

sixpence” 

73 Neutral vowel 

102 — room 

- 17 Blood carrier 

52 Midshipman 

76KMbasaa 

103 Caesar's tang. 

' 18 Favorites 

53 Dummy 

78 Misfortunes 

104 Layer 

Diagramless IS * 19, By James Bairick 
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ACROSS 

1 Svrfficfcmtty skated 
- 5Ctfn 
' 10 Part Of AYKX. 

, 12 Permit 
. 13 Imaginary 
1$ Baby talk 
• 18 Notched, as a 
leal 

19 Perpetuoly, 
poeOcaiy 

20 Havana native 

21 AIM long — 


DOWN 

1 Reference book 

2 Actress Arthur 

3 Gram and Finger 

4 — oncabiawnBe 
■- 5 Wtwytaced 

6 Actor Walach 
, 7 Toward aheRer 

f 8 Bay 
9 Pitcher 
* 11 Static 
14 Db. lettara 
** 16 — the wordl 
-. is aw and—. 


22 Greek letter 

23 Worldly-wise 

31 Shakespearean 
salts 

32 Woman 

33 Lofty 

34 TVvOed fabric 

35 Curved Bne 

38 Smallest unit of 
an etem e nt 

39 Jet letters 
41 Btoodahot 


17 Wise men of the 

Btole 

20 Wind round and 
round 

23 Lucifer 

24 Talk pompously 
29 Aviator 

20 Steering 

apparatus 

27 "Cakes and — " 

28 Linger 

29 Brink 

30 Added color to 


42 Son of Adam and 
Eve 

43 Goal In toe 
hockey 

44 Devouiness 

46 Timber woU 

47 Length times 

width 

48 Makes tractable 

49 Deserving 
censure 

54 Go — (set sail) 


34Pradptous 
3S very destructive 
weapon 

38 Mutineer 

37 Compact 

39 Rigging support 

40 Regal tme 
42 jfi — 

45 Seaman ■ 

48 Emperor 

50 Lasting tarever 

51 Ftextotetube 

52 Puma del- 


55 Seizes 

59 Organic 
compound 

60 Serpent 

63 The Pentateuch 
on parchment 
54 Rax or Donna 
65 C om men t 
88 Idaho's capital 

69 Yogi of baseball 

70 Blackboard 

71 DIstrttHits cards 


53 Requirement 

55 Calendar abbr. 

56 Bedouin 

57 WKh — breath 
56 Actress TaBa 

60 Moras up and 
down 

61 Greek coin 
82 — Minor 
SSSopBng 

66 Superlative suffix 
B7 “-man — 
mouse?" 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Undercover cop Mew bis cover when be uncovered his bald head in 
public. 

2. He goes Ump. bec o m e s a Mg wimp, actually ainipeTa when aheanflaa aad 
bar cute baby dimples deepen. 

3. Quiet town Mew its own born iu brash e eeqn i c e nt annia l celebration. 

4. Old librarian’s angering dream: Many keen minds seeking only good 
books. 


CKYPTOGHAMS 

1. X1CABF, AY F9H EPATJ BA7PV OICOIBHZB 
WZ.BZVECSOPIV WZT QI ZXSAKIK QP 
VBZPATM 2 Q I K, EPATJ Z M Z A T.— By Cordon Miller 

2. PCT PCUSP S8CTRT TAISY VELYKA 

BLINCA BLIBPRA AI VETE GUESSCLEAK 
NILRSETA. — By Ed HnddlasoD 

3. KNEST ECff, YPKDTYA CWUBNSY OWPUL 
ONES PANTS QUETL QUFY BWPSY. 

— By Frank N. Stela 

4. BDTVIBWBOEBY YBILEED NEB D U DE 
SBXBL ZBS ZCL OBXW CRY YOGVKU NIEX 


of leukemia are “consistent 
with previous studies.” 
Although doctors have 
long known that people ex- 
posed to high doses of radia- 
tion, such as atomic bomb 
survivors, are at increased 
risk of getting leukemia, they 
have not been certain about 
the hazards of lower levels, 
said Dr. Hall. •••«- i 

Radiation spreads through 
the body, but the bulk of its v. 
seeps into the thyroid, j *w- ; 
-fie shaped gland straddling 
the wind-pipe. It shrinks 
thyroid tumours by de r - 


Doctors have worijed that 
small quantities of the radia- 
tion notpbsorbed by ^he thyr- 
oid get mto the bone marrow 
and promote leukemia, said 
Dr. Hall. , 

Leukemia , cancer of the 
white blood cells, makes peo- 
ple highly vulnerable to infec- 
tions and leads to dangerous- 
ly low levels of red blood 
cells. 

Investigators studied 
46,988 Swedish patients. 


average age 47. Among those 
studied, 36^326 patients got 
radiation for diagnostic 
purposes, 9,860 got it for 
hyperthyroid, and 802 got it 
for thyroid cancer. 

The average dose to bone 
marrow was about 1.4 rads, a 
unit of radiation, similar to 
' what many individuals re- 
ceived in countries around 
the Ukraine, said Dr. Hall. 
People living close to the 
reactor received levels of 
radiation to the bone marrow 
of 10-20 rads. 


Within 21 years, 195 peo- 
ple in the study got leukemia, 9 
which is similar to the risk of 
leukemia among people of 
the same age not exposed to 
iodine-131, the active ingre- 
dient in radiation therapy, 
said Dr. Hall. 


The findings from this 
“study “ should be reassuring 
jo^patients given iodine-131 
diagnostic or therapeutic 
reasons and also to most of 
those exposed to fall-out 
from the C.iemobyl acci- 
said Dr. Han. 


dent, ' 






Schizophrenia seen more 
destructive than AIDS 


VANCOUVER . British Col- 
umbia (R) — Schizophrenia 
is a more destructive disease 
to society than AIDS and yet 
it is being virtually ignored by 
governments, two experts 
attending an international 
conference said. 

They said government 
financing for research and 
treatment of schizophrenia, a 
brain disease which afflicts 
one in every 100 people or 
more than two million people 
in North America alone, is 


inadquate. 

“ This disease is more des- 
tructive than AIDS, more 
people have this condition 
and its economic impact is 
much more devastating. And 
it is to all intents and par- 
poses ignored,” said 
psychiatrist Dr. Ray AncUl, a 
University of British Col- 
ombia professor and organis- 
er of the four-day conference 
“Schizophrenia 1992”. 

Dr. Andll said the intense 
media attention towards ac- 


quired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) was 
obscuring the equally urgent 
need to develop treatments 
for schizophrenia. 

“ Schizophrenia truly is a 
lifelong illness. The cost to 
society both in direct care 
costs as well as lost income is 
greater than it is for AIDS, ” 
he said in an interview. 

“The funding generally for 
schizophrenia for both ser- 
vices and research is pathetic 
around the industrialised 


world. ” 

Dr. Andll said a study ■ 
found that 70 per cent of. 
Americans believed people 
with mental illness were to 
blame for their illness. “No- 
thing could be further from 
the truth,” he said. 

He said schizophrenia, 
likely caused by a combina- 
tion of genetic traits and birth 
infection or trauma, man- 
ifests itself in late adolesc- * 
cnee and becomes progres- 
sively worse. 


CROOKS. 



— By Aradtag* Shanks 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A mi- 
nute amount of the che mical 
nitric oxide may be the only 
difference between dis- 
appointment and the normal 
male sexual arousal, resear- 
chers say. 

Johns Hopkins University 
sdentists in Baltimore used 
electrodes to stimulate male 
rats and determined that the 
penile erection is triggered by 
a brief secretion of nitric ox- 
ide, a chemical generated in 
rat — and human — nerves. 

Dr. Arthur Burnett, a 
Hopkins urologist and co- 
author of a report in the 
journal Science, said medical 
scientists have tried for more 
than a century to identify the 
chemical signal that initiates ■ 
the cellular events in male 
tumescence. 1 

The rat studies haveshown 
that nitric oxide is the trigger 
in the complex process, he 
said. 

“It's like turning on a light 
switch, ” said Dr. Burnett. 
While wires, lamps and light 
bulbs are all needed to tight 
up a room , he said, “it is the 
switch that starts the process. 
Nitric bride serves that func- 
tion in erection 


Scientists find 
the ‘light switch’ 
in arousal 


Dr. Solomon Snyder of 
Hopkins, another co-author 
of the study, said the discov- 
ery of the chemical initiator 
of erection should have direct 
clinical applications within 
five years. 

’For people who have im- 
potence, drugs that generate 
nitric oxide may relieve 'the 
problem,” he said. “Ideally, 
you would actually apply it 
directly to tire penis, ” prob* 
[ably in scream that could be 
absorbed. ‘ 

.' Nitric oxide drugs may be 
developed even more quickly 
for men with the opposite 
problem — excessive erec- 
tion. The disorder , called 
priapism, causes a persistent 
and painful engorgement of 
the penis. About 40 per cent 
of all men with sickle cell 
anemia experience the prob- 
lem at some time. 

The physician emphasised. 


however, that nitric oxide- 
based drugs will not relieve 
all types of impotence nor 
provide a complete solution 
to priapism* 

■A male erection in most 
mammals occurs when 
smooth muscles in the penis 
are relaxed and blood vessels 
dilate. This allows blood to 
pool and engorge the tissue. 

Dr. Burnett said the new 
study shows that nitric oxide 
provides the Jink between the 
nerves that signal erection 
end the muscles tbit relax to 
allow it to occur. 

Nitric mode may also play 
■ a role in the erection of the 
female clitoris and in the 
contraction of other erectile 
tissue, such as the nipple. Dr. 
Barnett said this is be ing 
studied.’ 

“Penile erection is going to 
be analogous to ctitoral erec- 
tion, I believe,” said the sci- 


entist. 

To find the trigger for erec- 
tion, Dr. Burnett, Dr. Snyder 
and their colleagues used 
male laboratory rats whose 
pelvic nerve structure had 
been surgically exposed. 
Electrical impulses were sent 
across the nerves , causing 
penile erections. The scien- 
tists then tested for the pre- 
sence of nitric oxide with 
special stains. 

“The nitric oxide was 
there,” said Dr. Burnett. It 
was mast heavily concen- 
trated in the cavernous 
nerve, which extends 
throughout the penis. 

It was clear , he said, that 
the chemical is produced 
briefly by the nerve itself. 

Later, drags that inhi bit 
the action of nitric oxide were 
applied to the rats. The re- 
searchers found that the lab 
a nim a ls then could not be 
stimulated to erection, pro- 
wfflg the essential role of nit- 
ric oxide , Dr. Burnett said 

Human studies have been 
limited to testing for the pre- 
sence of nitric oxide in nerves 
removed from autopsy, said 
Dr. Burnett. 

Science, which published 
the study , is the journal of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 
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Mossad, CIA cooperation 


(Contemed from page 4) 

federal jmy in New York in 1990 
of charges involving an attempted 
sale of aircraft to Iran which Mr. 
Ben-Menashe says was sanc- 
tioned by Israel and the U.S. His 
detractors, have dismissed him as 
a “minor translator” for Aman, 
Israel's military intelligence agen- 
cy, and afflicted by ‘'serious per- 
sonality disorders”. 

However, several U.S. journal- 
ists have confirmed wrth lsraeE 
officials that Mr. Bea-Menashe 
worked in the external relations 


unit of Israeli Military Intelli- . 
grace. Pazit Ravina, the foreign 
editor of Davar, the Israeli 
labour Party's paper, obtained 
ah acknowledgement from for- 
mer Aman chief Geo. Yeboshna 
Saguy that, although Sagny never 
knew Mr. Ben-Mien perso- 
nally, it could very well have been 
“that during hfe time at my office 
Bra-Menace sat in foe second or 
third tow.” Mosbe Hebroni, who 
served asSaguy’s chief-of-staff al 
foe time, did remember Mr. Ben- 
Menashe and told Mr. Ravina- 
foai: 

“Ben-Menashe was directly 


under my authority. Daring my 
work as chief of staff for Saguy, I 
knew him for more than ten 
years. He was a desk man who 
worked in Foreign Flow. Within 
the framework of bis role, I often 
called upon him to take part in 
discussions with foe head of in- 
telligence office.” 

Mr. Saguy told Mr. Ravina that 
Mr. Ben-Menashe had had access 
to “material was not within 
his authority to know. I do not 
want to touch it, especially since 
it involves money,” he added. 
Mr. Ben-Menasbe has told jour- 
nalists that the Ora Group, the 


arms sales network he says he 
ran, banked a abash fund of over 
$1 billion in profits, some of 
which was spent on settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

Some journalists who have in- 
terviewed Mr. Ben-Menashe be- 
lieve that the Israeli aggrandises 
his role in operations to which be 
may have had only a tangential 
connection — or perhaps, asYig- 
al Laviv, an investigative reporter 
at the Israeli paper Hadashot, 
suggests, that he learned of 
through classified documents 
obtained in the course of his 
intelligence work. 


Gypsy ways clash with Islam in Iraq 


By Leon Barkho 

Renter 

BAGHDAD — Iraq's effort to 
get gypsies to settle down in a 
Baghdad suburb has resulted in a 
dash of cultures between their 
singing and dancing and neigh- 
bours’ respect for Islamic codes. 

Residents of Abu Gfaraib, an 
outlying district of Baghdad, have 
written a complaint about their, 
gypsy neighbours which has come 
to the attention of Iraq’s presi- 
dent, Saddam Hussein. 

“Public morals and ethics and 
the right values of hinsonr must 
be respected.” President Hussein 
said in a response appearing on* 
the front page of the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah. 

“To preserve their honour and 
reputation, neighbours have foe 
right to request the evacuation of 


those showing disrespect to these 
values," the president said. 

But foe president took no deci- 
sion and referred foe matter to 
parliament, which has yet to act. 

“We will discuss it but I don’t 
know what we are going to do,” 
assembly Speaker Saadi Mebdi 
Saleh told Reuters in an inter-, 
view. 

“On the surface, Iraqi gypsies 
are considered to be Muslims, but 
what they do is against Islam.” 

- “Dancing and singing — not- 
felly-dothed dance. Islam- rejects 
that,” be added. 

There are only about 7,500 
gypsies in Iraq but their reputa- 
tion far outweighs their numbers. 

They are famous for their danc- 
ing and singing, which many Ira- 
qis enjoy, but they are snubbed 
socially. 

The gypsies themselves do not 
think they pose a social threat. 


“We are not a problem. We are 
part of Iraqi culture. There is 
nothing humoral in our songs, 
dances and entertainment,” said 
'one gypsy leader who refused to 
be named. 

Asked how be viewed threats 
to move his people if they did not 
change their ways, he said: “We • 
took the news seriously. But we 
are still ready to defend 
ourselves. We have become urba- 
nised and our current activities 
are not much different from what 
takes place in Baghdad’s night 
clubs.” 

TahaAl Hadithi, professor of 
ethnography at Mosul University 
and author of a book on Iraqi 
gypsies, said they are of Indian 
origin. 

“They belong to the Indian 
tribe of Lore and subsequently 
migrated into Iraq in small, sue- 


House sends law back to Senate 


(Continued from page 1) 

“In an atmosphere of democra- 
cy, can any action be taken 
against anyone without the prop- 
er legal background?” he adked. 

Thirty-eight of the 64 deputies 
who attended Wednesday’s ses- 
sion of the House voted to send 
back foe draft to the Senate. 

Proposing the referral, Mafraq 
Deputy Abdul Karim Dnghnri 
appeared to sum up the mood 
among deputies that the exten- 
sive “pomt-by-point” discussions 
that produced a compromise and 
led to foe House endorsement of 
foe law were enough and font foe 
Senate should not attempt to 
incorporate my change of. its 

• own. . >4 ^ c 

“We do not agree to change 

anything that was originally 
approved by the Lower House,” 
said Mr. DugfamL “We propose 
that the House most on the draft 
law as it was approved by the 
House and... refuse foe amend- 
ments introduced by the Upper 
House.” 

Leith ShbeQat, an Amman de- 
puty, seconded the motion de- 
spite what he said were Ins “re- 
servations on foe issue.” 

“Since this House has studied 
foe law thoroughly before en- 
dorsing it, I second (foe motion) 
and request the House and my 
colleagues to reject the amend- 
ments,” be said. 

Ali Al Faqir, another Amman 
deputy, referred to the “concilia- 
tory gesture” of the House in 
reaching a compromise with the 
g o v e rnment over the law and 
insisted that the Senate- 
originated amendments be re- 
jected. 

Abdul Rahim Al Ekonr 

U.N. team 

(Contented from page 1) 

“The inspection starts under 
conditions and schedules deter- 
mined by Iraq,” declared Al 
Thawra, Iraq's ruling Baafo Party 
newspaper. “The inspection 
takes place after Baghdad ex- 
cluded members from the coun- 
. tries which staged aggression 
against Iraq.” 

Large crowds watched Presi- 
- dent Saddam’s swim, at a spot 
north of Baghdad where, aged 
: 22, he swam the Tigris River to 
- - a escape a police manhunt after 
' being wounded in a 1959 attempt 
to kill Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kassem. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said on Tuesday military 
action against Iraq was not immi- 
' nent. 

t- He said: “I want to be cautious 
.here. I sense people are. ratchet- 
ing this up a tittle bit more than it 
deserves in the sense that there is 
some sort of imminent action. 
. That is not the case,” 

Honecker 

(Continued from page 1) 

• * 

-’the Chilean Embassy in Moscow. 

, His wife waved farewell, and he 
was driven to Moscow's 
Vnukovo-2 airport for the flight 

* to Berlin. ■ - 

Hoocker’s trial wfflbethebie- 
■ gest yet of former East Woe leao- 
. era who were deposed in the tide 
.of popular revolutions in Eastern 
Europe in 1989-90. The only trial 
similar to what Mr. Honecker 
. frees is taking place in Bulgaria, 

. where c ommunis t leader Todor 
Zhivkov 1ms been on trial for a 
year for allegedly exceeding Ms 
authority. 


(Iririd), afro-voicing support for 
moving the law back to foe House 
of -Notables, expressed “surprise 
over the Senate's decisions” and 
said: “We believe that this wfruld 
only delay the enactment of the 
law, leading to confusion in orga- 
nising political activities.” 

In reply, Mr. Hindawi, the 
deputy prime minister who is also 
minister of education and mem- 
ber of the House, affirmed foe 
governm ent’s commitment to its 
agreement with die House. He 
explained that the government 
had “given in to tbe Senate” and 
agreed to the amendments only 
to ensure that foe law is ready for 
enactment during the present ex- 
traordinary session of Parlia- 
ment. ._ . 

If the Senate insists on its 
position, then a joint session of 
the two houses will be held and 
foe opinion of a simple majority 
of their combined strength will 
prevail. Issuance of a Royal de- 
cree endorsing the law is foe final 
phase before die legislation goes 
into effect 

During Wednesday's session, 
the House also approved an 
agreement between foe govern- 
ment and South Korea’s Hanbo 
Energy Company under which 


Hanbo wiH undertake oil and gas 
exploration in the Kingdom on a 
production-sharing basts. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Ah Abul Ragheb 
briefed the House on the merits 
of foe six-year agreement under 
winch Hanbo win invest S17 mil- 
fin in the Kingdom. The accord 
gives the company a 25-year con- 
cession with a provision for ex- 
tension. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also 
announced that the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
had made plans to grant a tender 
to Asian firms to conduct seismo- 
togical surveys in the Jordan Val- 
ley region 'in the course of oil 
exploration. ■ y *-• 

•>v The.! House .^Iso/idedded to 
issue a statement prepared by its 
Palestine Committee on the Mid- 
dle East peace process, Israel's 
arbitrary practices against the 
Palestinians and His Majesty 
King JRfussem’s decision to fi- 
nance the restoration of Islamic 
holy sites in occupied Jerusalem. 

The House decided to send a 
statement to the U.N. secretary- 
general denouncing the “Amer- 
ican blockade against Cuba.” 

It said that a fen-statement will 
be issued Thursday. 


cessive waves,” he said, adding 
that they are known locally as 
Kawaliya or Qaraj- 

“Ttaey have a cultural per- 
manency that has contributed to 
their survival as a distinct com- 
munity with a preserved fen-, 
damental character,” be said. 
“Kawaliyas are Muslims but they 
rarely follow the Islamic tradi- 
tion.” 

He said most of those living in 
Baghdad (about 50 per cent of 
the country’s gypsy population) 
were “settled in modern booses 
on orders from ... President Sad- 
dam Hussein." 

“1 am against their evacuation. 

I am ready to defend their case in 
parliament,” Mr. Hadithi said. 

“It is very difficult to change 
the framework of Kawaliyas 
activity,” he added. “Their 
neighbours enjoy their (gypsies) 
singing, dancing and other forms 
of entertainment at night and be- 
come hostile to them during the 
day.” 

“They have been on the move 
for decades. It was time they 
settled down once for all,” be 
said. 

But some parliament members 
feel Abu Ghraib gypsies have 
exceeded the limits set for proper 
conduct ih Baghdad. 

“They pose health, social and 
security hazards to their 
neighbours,” Al Jumhouriyah re- 
ported the head of the religious 
affairs committee in parliament 
as saying. 

Members of this committee 
have proposed evacuating Abu 
Ghraib gypsies to sites far away 
from urban centres where “they 
will be under constant health and 
security supervision to provide 
them with protection and health 
care.” ...... - .. . 

Mr. Saleh, foe assembly speak- 
er, said no derision will be taken 
without “first consulting them 
(foe gypsies) and giving them the 
right to attend any debate in 
parliament on their future.” . 

Other deputies said they had 
no interest in bringing up the 
issue of the Kawaliya in parlia- 
ment. 

“We havp more important 
topics to discuss,” one deputy 
said. “I hope the Kawaliya have 
got the message. And that is it.” 


APPLY FOR THE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD 
AT UNION BANK FOR 
SAVINGS & INVESTMENT. 


NOT TRANSFERABLE 



©AMEX 


THERE'S NEVER 
BEEN A BETTER TIME 
TO APPLY. 



Union Bank For Savings ^Investment 



Cards 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREJGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL. 60*676 604606 




CROWN 

1 INT’L EST. 

| Packing, shipping, 
a forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
1 service 
Air. Sea and Land 


MBEEl 
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YOUR BEST CHOKE 
IN JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ KeysSeivice 

* Uphdstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

G Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone >21656, F ax 
826163 
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4 Rent S- Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished, 

- Also many tots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


P.OJta 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Ofl the 2nd Crete, Jabai Amman 






CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
UM-1SM& 1&30-2330 

. Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 

“ in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AhliyyahJjirls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbr 

Tel. 938958 





CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight s 



TAIWAN T0URISM0 


New management by| 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

|Jabal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT [ 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

I Open njq-j-JO it 0:00-11 JO duijy\ 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 
Tat. 681922, Amman 

fnu Tasted 

ijjjl p Always icvcd 




The Ast Spa b Bh Middle East bated. on bot Snffimxu mineral Hater 
Springs of Ugh mfawif Concentration for 0 k Qsb of 
1 Khamatizm * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive’ diseases 
for Just for Mood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

) On Room Bates 

For Non Jordanians “ Residents “ 

I 668271/2 . 668276 , 680310 - lOCxUOQ I 08 540500 





Terrace 

Restaurant 


International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

jebel Amman -ltd Coda 
For Raservabon Tel 615060 -l 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAROTEL 

i)j£ijl|ls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P 0 Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exuatriates and 
Businessmen 



Friday& 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHEON 












I 
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OLYMPIC GAMES ROUNDUP 
CIS wins women’s gymnastics gold 


BARCELONA (Agencies) — 
The QS carried on a great tradi- 
tion by winning the women’s 
team gymnastics gold. The Un- 
ited States salvaged a miserable 
day in Olympic swimming by 
setting a world record. 

American titan Matt Biondi 
found his best yean were long 
gone and crashed out in his 
favourite swimming event De- 
throned 400 metres freestyle 
women's champion Janet Evans 
fought back tears after starting 
out like Carl Lewis then running 
out of steam to Germany’s Dag- 
mar Hase. 

Another swimmer, Krisztina 
Egerszcgi of Hungary, became* 
the first competitor to win two 
individual golds at Barcelona. . 

The U.S. 4x100 metres free- 
style squad broke the world record 
'as the 1992 Olympics gathered 
pace on the third day of competi- 
tion. 

Nicole Haislett, Dara Torres, 
Angel Martino and Jenny 
, Thompson triumphed in three 

- minutes 39.46 seconds, bettering 
the 3:40.57 world mark set by an 
East German quartet at the 1986 

- World Championships. 

China now have five gold med- 
als, equaling their 1988 haul, 
after two of their shooters proved 
to be the world's best and Tur- 
key's pocket powerhouse Naim 
Suleyman oglu retained his feath- 
erweight weightlifting title with 
• plenty to spare. 

Gymnasts from the Soviet Un-. 
ion won the team gold at every 
Olympics from 1952 to 1988 ex- 
cept 1984 when they boycotted 
them. The demise of the old 
Communist regime appears to 
" have had tittle effect on the level- 
of success. 

Svetlana Boginskaya, at 19 an 
old lady in the world of gymnas- 
tics, led the CIS team by example 
and scored not less than 9.862 on 
the four apparatus in Tuesday’s 
optional exercises. She also won a 
gold in 1984 in this event. . 

The U.S. could not match the 
depth of skill in the CIS and 
Romanian teams and finished 
third behind Romania. 

After these Olympics, the CIS 
will break up and Boginskaya, a 
former world all-round cham- 
pion. is expected to retire. 

But she proved that she could 
still produce world-class perform- 
ances and scored nothing less 
than 9.862 on the four apparatus 
in Tuesday’s optional exercises. 

Shannon MDJer tried bravely to 
puD up the American team and 
was leading the individual stand- 
ings, which decided the qualifiers 
for the all-round final Thursday, 
just a fraction of a point ahead of 
Boginskaya. 

But faced with the depth of 
talent in the QS and Romanian 
teams, who each had four of then- 
six women in the top 11, the 
Americans had to be content with 
the bronze medal — only their 
third team medal in history. 

Cristina Bontas, recovered 
from an injury which kept her out 
of the World Apparatus Cham- 
pionships in April, was Roma- 
nia's fop scorer and shared the 
lead in the floor exercises with 
Boginskaya. 

The CIS finished with 395.666 
points after the two-day competi- 


tion. Romania had 395.079 and 
the Americans 394.704. 

China, penalised 0.20 points 
after- two of their team wore 
illegal leotards Sunday, were 
fourth with host nation Spain 
enjoying their best result by 
finishing fifth. 

Swimming 

A relay gold medallist in 1984, 
Biondi won five golds in Seoul 
before retiring. He came back to 
compete in Barcelona but this 
brave effort earned no immediate 
rewards. 

Biondi, now 28, was first to the 
turn in the 100 freestyle final but 
the world record holder “died” 
halfway down the second lap and 
eventually finished fifth behind 
winner Alexander Popov of the* 
CIS. 

Biondi has three more events 
.but Evans, beaten for the first 
time in the 400 metres freestyle 
since 1986, has only one more 
chance to win gold — in the 800 
metres freestyle. Evans won 
three golds in Seoul. 

“I don’t look on this with bitter 
resentment. The sun will come up 
tomorrow morning," Evans said. 
“I still have a world record, I 
have a gold medal from four 
years ago and I got a silver medal 
here." 

Hase came on strong toward 
the finish and won in 4:07.18. 
Evans won the silver in 4:07 37 — 
well off the world record of 
4:03.05 she set in winning at the 
1988 Olympics. 

"I think I died a tittle at the 
end." Evans said, tears welling in 
her eyes. “But I gave it my best 
shot It was my test time in about 
two years.” 

The men’s 100 freestyle event 
was marred by a malfunctioning 
touchpad, which stops the dock 
as swimmers finish. 

Spainard Martin Zubero 
finished first in 1:59,22, delight- 
ing thousands of partisan fans 
who showered the swimmer with 
standing ovations. 

Basketball . 


The huge U.S. squad’s most 
certain champions to be, the bas- 
ketball dream team, heard better 
news about Magic Johnson’s knee 
injury, but are having public rela- 
tion -problems. — — - • • — 

The behaviour of Charles 
Barkley in the opening game 
against Angola, and the team's 
domination of their opponents, 
have led many newspapers back 
home to question whether their 
presence in Barcelona is good for 
the country. 

Brazil turned to its old hands 
Wednesday and Oscar Schmidt 
and Marcel Souza responded with 
three 3-pointers that allowed the 
South Americans to beat Angola 
76-66. 

Schmidt and Souza, each 
appearing in his fourth Olympics, 
didn't play for the first 8:17 of the 
second half after Brazil (1-2) 
opened a 42-26 halftime lead. 
Angola (0^3) took advantage of 
their absence to poll within 52-50 
and Schmidt, one of international 
basketball’s most prolific scorers, 
then returned. 


Angola tied the game on two 
free throws by Her lander Coim- 
bra and the next nine points came 
from Schmidt and Souza, all from 
behind the 3-point line. Angola 
was never closer than seven 
points the rest of the way. 

In other games Wednesday. 
Australia beat Venezuela 70-71. 

Mark Bradtke had 16 points 
and nine rebounds as Australia 
(2-1), which led by 20 late in the 
first half, bad to bold off winless 
Venezuela. Ivan Olivares, who 
played at Springfield college, 
scored Venezuela’s first 18 points 
of the second half after being shut 
out in the first half. Venezuela 
got within 72-68 with 1:15 left, 
but former U.S. collegians 
Andrew Gaze, who played at 
Seton Hall, and Andrew Vlahov, 
who played at Stanford, each 
made two free throws. 

Olivares finished with 22 
points, while Gaze had 12 points 
and seven assists. 

A 22-6 run by Qua a against the 
Unified Team’s reserves made 
the game appear a lot closer than 
it was. The Unified Team trailed 
by nine early due to turnovers, 
then straightened things out and 
shot 55 per cent (33 for 60) for the 
game. It led by as many as 30 , 
points three times, the last at 
94-64 with 4:20 left 

Tennis 

Second seeded Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario of Spain defeated 
Irina Spirlea of Romania 6-1, 6-3 
Wednesday in her opening tennis 
match at the Olympics in her 
native Barcelona. 

“It was easy. I felt very super- 
ior," she said. “I relaxed in the 
second set and lost a couple of 
games. It was just a question of 
concentrating a little more.” 

In other matches on Barcelo- 
na’s sun-baked red day. third- 
seeded Jennifer Capriati swept 
South African Etna Reinach, 6-1, 
6-0, and No. 10 Nathalie Tauziat 
of France beat Czechoslovakian 
Radka Zrubakova, 6-3, 6-2. 

In men's play, third-seeded 
Pete Sampras eliminated Austra- 
lia’s Wally Masur 6-1, 7-6 (7-4), 
6-4 and sixth-seeded Michael 
Chang survived his tough opening 
draw against Argentine caly- 
court specialist Alberto Mancim, 
6-1, 6-4, 3-6, 6-0. No. 10 Thomas 
Muster of Austria lost toFrench- 
man Henri Leconte; T-6J7-5)V j | r6 
(11-9), 6-4. 

Chang wasn’t able to finish off 
Mandni until the Argentine tired 
in the fourth set 
"People said it was hot, but I 
didn’t realise it was going to be 
this : iot,” Chang said. “It was a 
retie/ to get the first match over 
with — going my way. Alberto’s 
no easy customer on day." 

The only 'ther men's seed in 
action Wednesday, No. 16 Jordi 
Arrese of Spain, beat South 
Korea’s Chang Eui-Jong, 64, 6- 
2 , 6 - 2 . 

Sanchez Vicario will be joined 
in the second round by her 
brother, Emilio Sanchez, who 
advanced Tuesday night a gainst 
Todd Woodbridge of Australia, 
6-1, 7-6 (7-1), 6-2. 

“The pressure is different from 
other tournaments, because I am 
the great hope of the Spanish 


team,” she said. “A lot of people 
want to talk to me, but . I know 
how to handle it. 1 try to isolate 
myself from the surroundings and 
concentrate as much as I can.” 

For a while, it looked as though 
Boris Becker and Christian Ruud 
might miss the closing cere- 
monies. 

Becker outlasted bis little- 
known Norwegian opponent 3-6, 
7-6 (7-2), 5-7, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3 in an 
Olympic marathon Tuesday, the 
first match of the Barcelona 
Games on centre court. 

Becker has played better but 
rarely longer. The match took 4 
hours, 50 minutes in the swelter- 
ing midday sun. A courts de ther- 
mometer registered the tempera- 
ture at 42 degrees Celsius (100 
Fahrenheit), which explains why 
Becker lost three kilograms 
(seven pounds). 

“I think it’s not veiy clever to 
have organised this tournament 
with matches in five sets in the 
summer in Spain, when it is al- 
ways hot,” he said. 

Top seed and 1988 gold medal- 
ist Steffi Graf had the second 
match on court 1 and was done 
before Becker. She needed just 
35 minutes to beat Lupita Novelo 
• of Mexico, 6-1, 6-1, while fourth- 
seeded Mary Joe Fernandez 
swept Li Cben of China, 6-2, 6-3. 

In other men's play on Barcelo- 
na’s red day, top-ranked Jim 
Courier beat Ramesh Krishnan of 
India 6-2. 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, and 
fourth-ranked Goran Ivanisevic 
of Croatia survived a comeback 
by Portugal’s Mota, 6-2, 6-2, 6-7 
(5-7), 46, 6-3. 

Boxing 

Two French fighters advanced 
Wednesday to second round 
fights in the Olympic boxing com- 
petition. 

Patrice Aouissi stopped Manu- 
el Rios of Mexico in the third 
round of an 81 kilogram (178 
pound) fight, while Djamel Ufa 
took a 20-12 decision over Char- 
lie Balena of the Philippines at 57 
kilogram (125 pound). 

Aouissi scored early and often 
against Rios, opening up a 10-2 
lead after the first round. 

In the second round, he forced 
the Mexican to take a standing 
eight count late in the.round after 
landing a right hand to the head. 
He forced him to take another 
eight count midway through the 
final round with another right and 
another combination prompted 
the referee to stop the fight with 
1:43 left 

Life led from the opening 
round and moved into a second 
round fight against Hocine Solta- 
ni of Algeria. 

Germany’s Andreas Tews up- 
set 57 kilogram (125 pound) 
world champion Kiri x Kirkorov 
of Bulgaria Wednesday to adv- 
ance past the first round of the 
Olympic boxing competition. 

Tews, an Olympic silver medal- 
ist at 51 kilograms (112 pounds) 
in 1988, opened a quick lead over 
Kirkorov and never trailed in the 
three- round fight. 

The win gave the German team 
eight victories in nine Olympic 
fights. 


lUHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU FEEL THAT 
UFE 15 TREATING YOU UNFAIRLY? v 


LEARN TO BAKE 
YOUR OWN COOKIES 
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cool IT/ pet. Rewewase ] 

, WHflTTWE VICAR SAID ) 

-ANYONE WHO , y 

ANGERS VOU \ 

=V CONQUERS VOU—J 


j (sngS A BORN LOSER 


VCHJ <SOT A JOB IN 
A DRU 6 STORE? 
YOO DON'T KNOW f 
ANYTHING ABOUTi 
m medicine; f7^i 


iNf NOi- 
i? J BUT I 
Jf MAKE 
tJ GOOD 
J HAM 
SANDWICHES.' 




A 


g alEMI I 



riEy'lWHffriSTHfJ You ain't 

IDEA KONKINGMEleaTYoOR 
ON THE BEAN f HICCOUGHS 
1 H Ke THAT? § ANYMORE 
*TJ7iWvl HAVE YOU? 


ITS NOT FoR 
ME! IT'S FOR 
MY WlWEOJT ' L, 
i IN THE CAR! f 



SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Swimmer swamped with modelling 
offers 

BONN (R) — Fourteen-year-old German swimmer Frimziska 
Van Almsick, who won three Olympic medals this week, has been 
bombarded with lucrative offers of a career as a photo-model, 
German newspapers reported. Van Almsick is being feted as 
Germany’s latest sports star after she won a silver medal in the 
200 metres freestyle and bronzes in the 100 metres freestyle and 
the 4X100 metre freestyle relay in Barcelona. “She won’t geyrieh 
from swimming but she will as a photo-model,” Parks Britton, 
who represents tennis star Steffi Graf and other top athletes, told 
Bild newspaper. Van Almsick’s father Be rad said Hamburg- 
based Master Media Sport had been chosen to act as the young 
swimmer’s agent. “My telephone answering machine is full. Many 
people want to congratulate her, many are offering os contracts,” 
he told Express newspaper. 

Aouita drops but of Olympics 

RABAT (R) — Morocco’s Said Aouita, a dominant figure in 
middle-distance running since the mid-1980s, has polled out of die 
Barcelona Olympics because of injury, a dose friend said. Najib 
Salmi, a newspaper sports writer, told Reuters Aouita was 
suffering from painful musde contractions in his right thigh. He 
developed the injury during a month’s high altitude training in the 
French Pyrenees. 

S. Korean beats Japanese In Judo 

BARCELONA (R) — South Korean Kim Mi-Jung beat her old 
rival Yoko Tanabe of Japan in a desperately dose battle in the 
women’s light-heavyweight judo final, while Hungary’s Antal 
Kovacs won the gold meda! in the men’s event. Kovacs’ victory 
was more convincing. He overpowered the smaller Raymond - 
Stevens, a London fitness coach, with two manoeuvres. 

Stevens’ silver was Britain's first medal of die games. Kim 
slumped to her knees and offered up a little prayer when the 
judges declared her the winner on points in the fast-moving but 
evenly-balanced final. Tanabe merely winced. “I didn’t know Fd 
won until the very end," said Kim. “I turned to the referee first 
and even then I wasn't sure.” 

Chinese Olympic stamp raises eyebrows 

PEKING (R) — Chinese stamp dealers think they have spotted a 
daring political protest in a Barcelona Olympics commemorative 
issue. Even without a magnifying glass, philatelists have noticed 
that the numbers pinned to the shirts of three marathon runners 
depicted on one stamp dearly match the date of the Tiananmen 
Square massacre on June 4, 1989. Whether deliberate, or just a 
strarige coincidence, the newly-minted stamp has shot up in value. 
Ahead of a pack of runners, a Chinese-looking athlete is tagged 
“64” a short-hand used by virtually all Chinese to refer to the date 
— the fourth day of the sixth month — when Chinese troops and 
tanks fired on pro-democracy protesters arotmd Peking main 
square. The runner next to him is number “9" and to his left is 
number “17*. Dealers excitedly point out that 1 plus 7 equals 8. 
by a leap of logic, the numbers identify the year — 1989. None of 
the other runners have numbers. 


HOROSCOPE . 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 31, 1992 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, Astrologer ‘ Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
midday offers unusual conditions 
arising which presents opportunity. 2- 
to resolve problems in effect overv 
the last sixty some days. Try to rest 
and relax this evening with special 
friends. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
During the daytime make sure that 
you avoid any friction or problems 
beneath your own roof but other- 
wise it is fine for going after pereorjf 
goals. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
Private plans to gain some desire 
which containe many opportunities 
is fine but during the day make 
sure you are careful in messages- 
sent or received. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is not the day to take up financial 
problems and especially with per- 
sonal friends or acquaintances but 
it is good for gomg after your 
intimate aims. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to ’ 
July 21) Don’t try to tell someone 
of influence of what yon want now 
but instead a feOow associate will 
have a valuable suggestion for your 
process. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have an intimate problem that you 
would be wise to put off until a 
more convenient moment while in 
the meantime search lor a new 
outlet for your talent 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Usual contacts whose friends 
are easily hurt should be studiously 


avoided by you during theday, but' 
before and. after quietly Baud up, 
i* your efficiency; ' " " 

' LIBRA/(Septetnber 23 to October 
22) Keep out of the public eye as 
modi as possible today and instead 
put your attention onto a partner 
who requires much encouragement 
for a joint enta p iisc . i 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) New modes of procedure 
and ideas are not for you today but 
you will be able to get at activities 
expected of you by bigwigs and do 
them very well. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Put aside gening 
into those obligations that you are 
queasy about and spend your tunc 
arranging and enjoying recreation- 
al outlets yOu Kke. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Emotional or very 
personal associates should be stu- 
diously avoided _by you today while 
’you sit down with your family and 
arrange more workable and prac- 
tical goals. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Get in touch with one who 
has the power and foe generosity 
to back you in a project that means 
much to you and explain and you 
will get support. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your mind sees the overall 
picture of what you want of a 
material nature and you also see 
foe ways you can make ita success 
in your daily labor. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HUtSCH 
©1991 Trfburn MMb Sorvtcao. few. 

' BE SAFE, 

Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* A9 6 2 

0 K 10 
4A643 
WEST EAST 

*6 * 8 4 

<7 10 986 VKQ732 

$ Q 8 7 2 0J9654 

4 E 10 8 7 


SOUTH 

fr K Q J 10 7 3 

0 A 8 
4QJ9C 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 NT Paaa 3 4 Paee 

4 * Pus 4 O Paaa 

47 Paw 64 Paw 

Pass Paw 

Opening lead: Tan of <?■ . 

We have frequently pointed out 
the differences between duplicate 
and rubber bridge. Would your play 
of thh TinwH ]jg influenced by 8n> 
different goals inherent in the two 
forms of competition? 

In stqmcrt of spades. North's 
hand, with its four-card trump sup- 
port, raffing value and p letho r a of 
prime cards, was worth far more 
than its 16 high-card points. So 
North showed a maximum hand 

with a good fit by immedi a tely cue- 
hiddmg four dubs, and South went 
straight to slam on l«a™ng that 


NOT SORRY 

North-South could not be missing 
two aces. 

Hite hand was played at the rub- 
ber-bridge table. Declarer warn the 
opening heart lead with foe ace, 
rerffed a heart and drew two rounds 
of trumph, muting in dummny. De- 
clarer then stripped the red suits 
from both IimiAi by cashing foe ace 
and king of diamonds and ruffing 
foe table’s last heart. 

With the groundwork completed,' 
declarer ran foe queen of chibs, 
which won. Seeing foe poaaibiHty of 
an " overtrick, declarer continued 

with the jade of clubs. West covered 
with foe .king and, greedy, for the 
extra 30 points to be gamed by poe- 

ribly pinning the tan,.. iWlaiwr- 
g rabbed foe ace. When East- showed 
out, declarer had to low two dub 
tricks — down one. ' 

AH declarer had to do to make the 
skurwas to allow West to bold fop 
king of. elute. The defender would 
have been left with a choice of un- 
pleasant alt ernatives - ■ ei ther to 

yield a ruff-shifE, or lead a dub away 
from the ten into declarer's com- 
bined A 9 tenses.* 

Whot about at duplicate? Our ex- 
perience is foot simpty-faidding and 
making a slam yields a good score. 
Also, the odds on bringing in the 
dub suit without loss are not high 
enough to war ra nt giving up foe 
safety play. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JULY 30, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll fi®** Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day with Hum going direct to 
avoid getting upset ty what b 
• otng on around you. Make sure to 
jjvethe Golden Rule or both you 
and others will experience difficult 
moments. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Matters at your residence should 
be pul aside now white you concen- 
trate upon bringing your own spe- 
cial aptitudes before those who can 
aid mem. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 

Communications can be a problem 
and you would be wise to consult 
with members of your household m 
private huddles about future joint 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Put 
off whatever material and financial 
problems that are facing you and 
get into the goals your friends wsn 
to u t ter anri aid them to expound 
them. 

MOON CHILBREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yourown ideas and judg- 
ment are not good now and you 
would be wise to listen to others 
who have made a success of their 
material and public lives. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have many good ideas for adding 
to your present wellbeing, by get- 
ting out to new places etc. but if 
you fed to do so don’t sit around 
fussing about what you can’t help. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You would be wise to flee from 


friends and acquaintances ^ 
have the tendency to hang «, to 
you and study ways to get ahead in 
private conferences. 

LIBRA-* (September 23 to October 
22) Woridty aod vocational nuuetj 
could, now present you with aB 
kinds of problems and you wooJd 
be wise to stick to going after 
personal aims yourself. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Listen to those in Ugh , 

office who have made a big success 

of their lives and don’t go off on 
some tangent of your own with 
which you are unfamiliar. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Dece mb er 21) Don’t get involved 
in any business conversations over 
who is right or wrong about some 
account or practical matter but get 
a fresh new stance. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Keep away from 
associates in the world of outside 
activity and put your atteaboo ; 
upon working out new arrange- ; 
meats with family members. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fcbra- ! 
ary 19) You now can have that ! 
-conversation or communications ; 
with one in the public eye that can 
greatly aid you to make yoor ; 
routines more operative. 

PISCES: (February 2fl to March ! 
20) Forget that desire to have a 
goodtime at some romantic or] 
atnwang condition and instead put 
your efforts into making your en- ! 
vironment more as you desire, j 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 






~7-M 


Tm trying out a new recipe: 
Ozone-fried chicken!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
qp by Henri Arnold and. Bab Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


PODOR 


HOACC 


HABLEC 


TORRCE 


WH/VT THE 31 RP rt'AS 
LOOKING r OK WHEN 
HE FLEW OVER 
ALL THOSE F/SH. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: ^ . 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SUEDE RODEO INVEST FRACAS 
Answer How Samson toil when Delilah cut his hair— 
“DIS-TRESSED" 


THE Daily Crossword by Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 Shortfall 
5 fWlnge e> 

H Annoy 

IS Xing neck 
17 tab gel 
IIBte tt W 
UOaafl 
2DOMo 
28 Snte bate 
2t Consume 


FUsanongo 


3/*~flaee tote - 
■ Stated 
38 Fury 


41 TOn adjunct 
42Busatefmn 

44 Those shaking 


48 Drag (tent 
«7 HanM 


•7 Boyfriend 



Fbodfttft 


22 Bbrttossness 
25 Star tow 
t 28 “Where the 
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Jordanian-Syrian company 
eyes investment projects 


LONDON EXCHANGE RAINS 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against die dollar. at midsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9275/85 

1.1871/76 

1.47/48 

1.6630/40 

1.30/31 

30.35/39 

4.9825/7 5 

1114/1115 

127.35/40 

53434/85 

5.6765/7915 

5.6646/95 

$35835/358.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch gadders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
. Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
.. Danish crowns 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
stressed Wednesday the need to 
use all expertise available in Jor- 
dan and Syria to safeguard die 
oationaL interests of both coun- 

r .'.v i". t-':- • <&-■• 

Tbe prime minister was speak- 
ing at a meeting in- his office with 
Ahmad Nizam Uddm, the Syrian 
Minister of Industry, and the 
Minister of Industry and Trade, 
Abdullah Ensour. 

The prime minister was briefed 
on die joint- Jordanian Syrian In- 
dustry Company's efforts to 


promote joint industrial projects 
that lead to economic integration. 

Earlier, .Dr. Ensour and Dr. 
Nizamuddin co-chaired the com- 
pany’s general assembly meeting 
ip. review past year achievements 
,and plans for 1992 and 1993. 

' Tbe joint industry company, 
established in 1976 with a capital 
of JD 20 mOtion, operates two 
factories; one produces 84,000 
tonnes of white cement in Jordan 
annualy and started in 1985, the 
- second produces wall-to-wall car- 
pets in Syria. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Car Nissan Patrol, model 1992, full options, four-wheel drive, 
black colour, an front-back. Customs unpaid. 

Call M.: 819392 from 19 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Price JD 25,000 

To see: Near Amra Hotel 


m. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-11 years and we 
are the only school In Amman to offer the toll British curriculum 
adapted for the international community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support for 
non-Engfish speakers. Staff are LUC qualified and music, P.E. 
and drama are taught by specialists right through the school. 
French and Arabic are also offered. 

The school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment — care 
is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Registrations are now being taken for the Autumn term 


9 ajiL 


every Monday morning between 
and 12 noon throughout July and August 
Telephone: 941070, tax: 847109 




Tel: 677420 




.Cinema 


Tel: 634144 




■ 


DEAD POETS SOCIETY 

WEEKEND AT BERNIES 


Shorn: 1230. 3:30. 6:15, &30, 10-.30 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830. 1030 


Special shows for children at 11 &.m. on Thais- 

W J 


days, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 


Bugs Bunny Show 


Tel: 67557T 

NoM AI Mashini Theatre 


Play for the .whoie farhily 

SHEHREZADE AND SINEAD 

Pfease call AJ Mashini Theatre to arrange for special perform! 
areas to schools and summer centres. 

Soon Abu Awad wil be performing in 

._ TA’A U QAIMEH (CHAOS) 




Z 


Tel: 625155 



AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

«‘Ahlan New World and Local 
.. . Orders’* 

Stow starts it &30pja. 



Leading real estate developer sees 
short-lived construction euphoria 


In this third and Goal 
part of the review on 
the building hoom in 
Amman, a young but 
very experienced real 
estate developer evalu- 
ates tbe general con- 
struction activity. He 
mys his remarks reflect 
lessons learnt from past 
trial and error ventures 
— some of which cost 
him dearly* 



Mnawia Zabian 


By Samir Sbafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Tbe construction of apartment buildings In 
A mman will continue to rise for another year but the boom will 
slow down after that,” Muawia Zabian, general manager of Beit 
AI Mai Saving and Investment for Housing (Beituna), has 
predicted. 

Asked if tbe market would be saturated by that time or if 
higher prices would be a cause for tbe downturn; Mr. Zabian 
bad a completely different explanation. 

“Demand for apartments and villas will continue to grow bat 
the supply and availability of such homes will be far in excess as 
a result of tens of contractors who have, and are still, joining the 
euphoria of apartment buildings,” Mr. Zabian said adding: 

“This rush will defintely reflect negatively on all the builders 
by sharpening the competition to levels where losses and 
illiquidity crunches will begin to rock the real estate investors 
and to force a general deep cooling of apartment building 
boom.” 

The young and energetic general manager continued bis 
analysis looking back to the 1980s when Marwan AI Abdallat, a 
private investor, broke new ground by shifting housing construc- 
tion from the traditional four or five real estate financing and 
housing institutions, which dominated the market at that time, 
to a wider commercial involvement of independent contractors. 

“Marwan is one of the few pioneers who successfully initiated 
tiie new approach for building apartments, but he was eclipsed 
over the years by his associates who turned competitors and 
who, for their part, gave rise to new groups of competitors who 
started as their associates also,” Mr. Zabian said foreseeing a 
gloomy fate to tbe bandwagon into which tens of engineers / 
builders / businessmen have jumped seeking quick fortunes. 

Mr. Zabian credited the Real Estate Finance Corporation 
(REFCO) for being the first institution to embark on housing 
projects as early as tbe 1960s although the name of the 
corporation was not known as REFCO at that time. 

Other companies entered the field of real estate financing in 
the following decade, but the most renowned was the Housing 
Bank, which was set up in 1973. 

The real estate financing and housing schemes emerged 
gradually in the mid seventies but only accelerated in 1978 and 
the subsequent years, after a legal framework on apartment 
apportioning was set up in the above mentioned year. 

According to Mr. Zabian, there were many attempts, since 
1976, to formulate regulations to govern ownership, sale, 
transfer and other transactions in the apartment construction 


business, but these endeavours came out to be successful only in 
1978 when a major demand for housing helped prop up 
construction activity. 

Tbe Beituna general manager said his company was the latest 
to be licenced at the end of 1983, noting that the request for a 
licence was made in 1982 to accept savings, finance investments 
and issue real estate related guarantees and other services within 
this framework. 

By joining some four or five companies operating in the same 
field, the Beituna general manager said the market was going 
well for all the parties until 1987 when the real estate business 
fell, along with other economic sectors, into a recession that 
stretched up to 1989-1991. 

“Of the many firms which ran into financial difficulties as a 
result of the recession one merged with another financial 
institution. Another one obtained a refuge by securing a cash 
mjection from a bank, while a couple more are still struggling to 
survive through all forms of restructuring arrangements," he 
said declining to mention the names of the firms. 

“Even Beituna suffered, but the damages were narrowed to 
the lowest possible range as a result of quick remedial 
procedures that were adopted,” be elaborated. 

Mr. 7a hi an emphasised that being in real estate financing and 
construction schemes needs a thorough understanding of the 
market, a high degree of management skills and an ability to 
accept new concepts. 

He said that bureaucracy and the distance between the 
various degrees of a management hierarchy and the working site 
loosen actual and proper control. That, he said, was undoubted- 
ly a reason why many real estare companies did not succeed. 

Noting that a couple of real estate financing companies in 
Jordan have originally gone into this type of business only as a 
first step to secure a full commercial banking licence in 
subsequent years, Mr. Zabian attributed the rough times others 
faced to the fact that they did not put tbeir building investments 
under their own direct and daily control and supervision. 

“la Beituna, we are our own contractors,” he emphasised. 

Mr. Zabian, who himself is a civil engineer, highlighted 
diversification as a key element to a cone actor's success saying 
that it is necessary to branch out into various types of buildings 
because should a certain type of construction get hit for any 
reason it would not be fatal for an investor. 

Besides flexibility and ability to change, the well-experienced 
Zabian pat great emphasis on “accepting tbe new concepts” 
approach. He pointed out that new techniques and advanced 
methods in construction, marketing and research are con- 
tinuously becoming sophisticated and it was imperative to adapt 
to these new concepts to maintain a steady growth. 

As an example, Mr. Zabian pointed to the traditional 
Housing Bank for real estate and the traditional construction 
methods of the Housing Corporation. 

He explained that a loan secondary market or a loan 
guarantee scheme was a common phenomenon in industrialised 
countries and implementing such a system in Jordan would be a 
pioneering project whereby the government can provide low- 
income citizens with good quality housing at a lower cost. 

Asked to comment about the type of a house a typical 
Jordanian family would demand, Mr. Zabian said: 

“Due to the lack of a housing strategy which provides homes 
at various stages corresponding to the size of a family and its 
financial capabilities, Jordanians build or buy their homes to suit 
them for a lifetime. As such, a Jordanian family demands the 
largest possible area at the lowest possible cost.” 

“Don’t forget that Jordanians care very much that their home 
entrances be of a grandiose design,” Mr. Zabian said, emphasis- 
ing that tbe general outside appearance of a home was of more 
concern to some atizas. than the general quality of the buildings. 

■ . V, ..1. .. .. • i ... ~ 


Italy’s Amato pushes for quick wage accord 

union)," he said. 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato, battling with 
Italy’s worst economic crisis in a 
decade, has told unions and in- 
dustrialists they must reach an 
accord quickly to limit wage and 
income growth. 

Failure to do so, he said, would 
force the government to adopt 
tough tax policies. 

Speaking at the start of three- 
way negotiations between the 
government, anions and em- 
ployers, Mr. Amato said the 
seriousness of Italy’s economic 
position meant there could be no 
delay. 

He said an accord to reform 
Italy’s complex system of wage 
bargaining and restrain the 
growth of labour costs, seen as a 
driving force behind inflation, 
had to be in place by Sept. 15, 
according to official sources. 


Tbe Amato government needs 
parliamentary approval for a bat- 
tery of measures to contain a 
spiralling state deficit by the end 
of September, when it must pre- 
sent its budgetary proposals for 
1993. 

“Government policy must be 
reinforced by coherent action 


from the country’s economic and 
social partners,” said Mr. Amato, 
referring to unions and industry. 

Urgent action was necessary 
because of “the very grave econo- 
mic crisis and the decline in inter- 
national confidence in Italy’s 
chances of respecting the Maas- 
tricht accords (on EC monetary 


Maastricht laid down tough 
qualifications on inflation and 
public sector deficits for entry to 
the European Community’s 
(EC’s) planned monetary union 
which were always going to be 
difficult for Italy to meet. 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, separate central heating, 
super deluxe furniture, area (260 sq.m). 

7th Circle- Abdullah Ghosheh Street. 

Call 666225 or 815706 


FOR SALE 

1 1987 Volkswagen Amazon, DUTY PAID. 

1 Zenith laptop computer IBM compatible, 
i Epson printer 24 pin. 

TeL 610982 or 684195 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

Volvo 240 G.L, model 1985, white colour, power steering, 
airconditioning. Excellent condition. Used by regional 
manager. 

Price 3,200 

Please call 810685 


VACANCY 

The American Embassy in Amman has a vacancy for a visa assistant to 
handle immigrant visas submitted by Iraqi citizens. Applicants should be 
cortege graduates with fluency in both English and Arabic. Familiarity 
with regional dialects/languages is required. 

Two to four years of progressive experience in a similar job is also 
required. : 

Interested persons may (rick an application form from the 
embassy and submit It complete with a recent photograph to 
the attention of Personnel Officer. Deadline for accepting 
applications Is August 3, 1992. 




Model ly 

Boutique " 
y* Announces its 

big sale 

on all women wear for the 
1992 summer season. 


You are most welcome to visit our boutique 

Jordan Supermarket - Shmeisani 
Tel.: 661057 - 660057 

We are open all week days except Sundays 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

An international organisation is seeking the following: 

1. Marketing Manager with B.A. in marketing, 
creative, minimum 3 years experience, knowledge 
in international market is a plus. Female prefer- 
able. 

2. Bookkeeper with a diploma in accounting, 
computer literate (lotus & word processing), 2 
years experience, willing to work 8 hours a day 
until 6:00 p.m. 

3. Administration/Secretary with diploma fn 
secretarial skills, computer literate, well organised 
and reliable. 

All above should have good command of English 

and Arabic and be hard workers. :• 

Qualified applicants should send detailed 

CVs by August 8, to Box 9363 or Fax 61290% 
Amman, Jordan. 






























































f 




World News 


JORDAN TIMES, IHURSDAY-IWDAT, JULY 3E31, i992 



U.N. calls for ‘open borders’ 
in Yugoslav refugee crisis 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The top 
United Nations refugee official 
Wednesday appealed to ail gov- 
ernments to keep their borders 
open to a mounting tide of home- 
less people fleeing the fighting in 
former Yugoslavia. 

High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees Sadako Ogata told a one- 
day U.N. conference on the cri- 
sis: “In line with their responsibi- 
lities towards asylum seekers, all 
states within or outside the region 
should provide temporary protec- 
tion to persons fleeing former 
Yugoslavia.” 

As European states pledged 
new funds to help contain the 
crisis, the conference heard warn- 
ings that while human catas- 
trophe loomed in the Balkans it 
could be repeated elsewhere in 
former Communist countries. 

'‘Keeping borders open for 
those who need protection is an 
important act of solidarity and 
also reflects burden-sharing.” 

• said Mr. Ogata, who convened 
. the conference on how to deal 
; with the humanitarian emergency 
in the region. 

A senior medical officer for the 
; U.N*s World Health Organisa- 

■ tion (WHO), Sir Donairi Acheson, 

■ warned delegate ^ ihere was “real 
risk of catastrophe" this winter 

; unless the nearly two million 
homeless had suitable shelter. 

U.N. Under-Secretary General 
for Humanitarian Affairs Jan 
Eliasson, calling for an end to 
ethnic terror forcing people to 
abandon towns and villages. - 
urged governments to agree to a 
coordinated programme. 

The conference was convened 
against a Background of bickering 
; among West European countries 
■over the - ' refugees, with Germany 
.complaining that others — espe- 
•dally Britain and France — were 
not taking a fare share of the 
-flow. 


Germany pledged Wednesday 
to take in several thousand more 
Bosnian refugees if a United Na- 
tions conference does not agree 
on a European plan to help the 
victims of war in former Yugosla- 
via. 

Interior minister Rudolf Seilers 
said he still hoped the emergency 
conference called by the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Geneva would con- 
vince other European states to 
take in as many displaced people 
as Germany has. 

But Mr. Setters admitted that 
Bonn, which last weekend added 
5,600 Bosnians to the 200,000 
refugees already sitting out the 
civil war here, had almost no 
allies on this issue among its 
European partners. 

“There’s no use fooling 
ourselves, we're quite isolated on 
this,” Mr. Setters told a radio 
interviewer. 

“If the German position cannot 
win, then the federal government 
and the states certainly will have 
to and will want to start another 
round of refugee intakes.” 

Meanwhile the first group of 
Canadian peacekeepers which se- 
cured Sarajevo Airport for relief 
flights left the Bosnian capital 
Wednesday to be replaced by 
Ukranian soldiers, U.N. officials 
said. 

In western Herzegovina. Serbs 
reported attacks on two fronts by 
Croats. 

In London, leaders of Bosnia's 
warring ethnic factions met in 
European Community mediated 
talks on finding a political solu- 
tion that could bring peace in 
war-torn Bosnia. 

But fighting raged in the repub- 
lic overnight. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency, dting a statement 
by Serb forces in Bosnia, re- 
ported that Croats pounded Serb 


positions with artillery near Mos- 
tar in Herzegovina. 

An all-night attack by Croats 
around Serb-held Trebinje, east 
of the Croatian port of Dubrov- 
nik, was repulsed, . Tanjug said. 

Croatian Radio reported spor- 
adic machine gun fire on the 
outskirts of Sarajevo's old town 
overnight. Sarajevo was shelled 
early Tuesday, but later in the 
day there was quiet. 

At least 7,500 people have 
been killed in Bosnia since the 
majority Muslims and Croats 
voted Feb- 29 for independence. 
But some estimates say tens of 
thousands of people have died. 

Bosnia's Serbs, who want to 
remain part of Serb-dominated 
Yugoslavia, have captured about 
two-thirds of Bosnian territory. 

The first group of ah at 1,000 
Canadian peacekeepers who* 
were moved to Sarajevo from 
Croatia last month to secure the 
airport and open it for relief 
flights left Wednesday morning, 
U.N. officials in Belgrade said. 

On Tuesday, a group of about 
370 Ukranian soldiers in a 90- 
vehide convoy left Belgrade, the 
Serbian and Yugoslav capital, en 
route to Sarajevo to replace the 
Canadians. A group of Egyptian 
soldiers was to follow Thursday. 

The Ukranians stopped for the 
night at Vlasenica, about 50 
kilometres northeast of Sarajevo, 
and there was no indication by 
noon that they had arrived in the 
Bosnian capital. 

A U.N. relief convoy of 21 
trucks was also on its way to 
Sarajevo. It left the Croatian port 
of Split Tuesday and also had to . 
stop the night, about 70 
kilometres northwest of the city. 

U.N. officials in Zagreb had no 
word on its progress Wednesday. 
If the convoy safely passes the 
front line »at Kiseljak, 20 


kilometres outside the city, it 
could be an important indicator 
of the feasibility of opening a land- 
corridor to augment relief flights. 

In London, little progress was 
reported toward ending the near- 
ly S-month-old ethnic war at 
peace talks. The Foreign Minister 
of Bosnia's Muslim-led govern- 
ment, Haris Silajdzic, said he will 
not negotiate before there is a 
firm ceasefire. 

In another development, Serb 
and Croat officers were to meet 
Wednesday on the Royal Navy 
frigate Avenger outside territo- 
rial waters not far from the Croa-- 
-tian port Dubrovnik. " 

They were to discuss withdraw- 
al of their forces from the area 
scene of heavy fighting last ye_ 

The Yugoslav army Tuesday 
denied claims by senior Bosnian 
officials that it sent tanks into the 
warring republic to rescue Serb 
fighters surrounded by Muslim 
forces. 

Mr. Silajdzic and presidential 
adviser Hajrudin Somun claimed 
that between 60 and 100 tanks 
crossed from Serbian territory 
and headed for the northern Bos- 
nian town of Brcko. 

A statement by the army's 
general staff in Belgrade accused 
Mr. Silajdzic of frying to provoke 
foreign military intervention and 
added: “The Yugoslav .army’s 
tanks are on Yugoslav territory.” 

Mr. Somun, who could not be 
reached for comment on the 
army's denial, said the tank force 
had come from the Valjevo re- 
gion of western Serbia and was 
trying to aid Serb irregulars trap- 
ped in Brcko. 

The army was withdrawn from 
Bosnia in May in an attempt by 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic to distance himself 
from a conflict which the West 
has accused him of fomenting. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rutskoi more popular than Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (R> — President Boris Yeltsin, pushing through harsh 
economic reforms, was eclipsed by his conservative deputy for the 
first time in an opinion poll published in Moscow Wednesday. 
Hie poll, published in Nezavisimaya Gazeta newspaper, showed 
24 per cent of people trusted Mr. Yeltsin fully while 28 per cent 
favoured Vice-President Alexander Rutskoi. The poll was orga- 
nised by a sub-committee of the Russian parliament. Mr. Rutsuoi 
was the only politician with more supporters than opponents 
among all key *'chl and territorial groups in Russia, sociologist 
Leonty Byzov i. .d in a commentary. “It is Rutskoi who is viewed 
by many people as political figure number one, though his rating 
is comparatively low compered to what it was a year ago.” Mr. 
Byzov said. M Yeltsin’s popularity has showed some signs of 
fading as his e r. ! c reforms, launched in January, erode living 
standards. Ac rimg to the poll, Mr. Yeltsin was still more 
popular than Rutskoi in big cities, but had less support in the 
countryside and in small towns. 

Russian-? anch crew dock with Mir 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soyuz spaceship carrying a joint Russian- 
French crew linked up in orbit with Russia’s Mir space station 
Wednesday, Russian Television said. The Soyuz-TM craft had 
blasted off from Baikonor in Kazakhstan Monday. One of the 
chief tasks of the Russian cosmonauts, Anatoly Solovyov an 
Sergei Avdeyev, will be to install new equipment prolonging die 
life of the six-year-old orbital station. The French cosmonaut, 
Michel Tognini, will return to Earth with the outgoing two-man 
Mir crew in two weeks after carrying out a special series of 
experiments. Solovyov and Avdeyev are due to stay aloft until 
January. Russian Television showed film of the Soyuz spaceship 
closing in on Mir for the final linkup. Mir has been the workhorse 
of the former Soviet space programme for six years. But its 
equipment now urgently needs an overhaul to keep it in orbit until 
its replacement, Mir 2, is ready for launch. 

Colombia deputy justice minister sacked 

BOGOTA (AP) — President Cesar Gaviria sacked an assistant 
justice minister who was among three government officials taken 
hostage when drug trafficker Pablo Escobar broke out of jail. 
Eduardo Mendoza was the latest in a string of officials to be fired 
because of the July 21 escape. Mr. Escobar, head of the Medellin 
cartel, and several of his henchmen escaped from a luxurious jail 
near Medellin, in northwestern Colombia. Mr. Mendoza bad 
gone there with two other officials to tell Mr. Escobar he was 
being transferred to another jail. Mr. Mendoza and the other two 
hostages ultimately were freed unharmed. In a statement 
announcing Mr. Mendoza's dismissal, Mr. Gaviria’s office said 
Mr. Mendoza had been given permission to go to the jail to 
inform Mr. Escobar that he was being moved, but not to enter the 
facility. * 

Sri Lankan rebels kill 25 

COLOMBO (R) — Tamil rebels killed 25 soldiers and policemen 
in two separate ambushes in eastern Sri Lanka Wednesday, a 
military s poke sman said. He said the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Edam (LTTE), fighting for their own homeland in the north and 
east, attacked a joint police and army patrol in the Batticaloa 
district, killing 20 soldiers and policemen. 
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Fujimori 
sets date 
for election 


LIMA (AP) — President Alberto 
Fujimori, who dissolved Con- 
gress and imposed a state of 
emergency in April, announced 
Tci'lay that the government 
would hold elections on Nov. 22 
for an 80-member Constituent 
Assembly. 

-der Mr. Fujimori’s prcpcs- 
i •-•ich he first disclosed in 
Kiu/. the assembly would take 
office on Jan. 2 and any constito- 
tiona! amendments it proposes 
won' ' be put before the voters in 
a referendum. 

But the proposal contains -a 
major catch: Only people who 
agree not to run for political 
office for 10 years will be permit- 
ted to ran for the assembly. 

Opposition officials say this 
makes it unworkable, Mr. Fu- 
jimori plans to stack thue assem- 
bly with bis supporters, they say. 

The annual speech, which also 
marked Mr. Fujimori’s 45the 
birthday and second anniversary 
in office, was the first since 1979 
in which a Peruvian leader did 
not address Congress. 

Mr. Fujimori dissolved the bi- 
chamber, 240-member Congress 
in April, saying corruption was 
blocking bis reforms aimed at 
transforming Peru's state-control- 


Bosnian 
leaders 
agree to 
humanitarian 
committee 


LONDON (R) — Leaders of 
Bosnia’s warring factions agreed 
Wednesday to set up a committee 
to help organise a ceasefire, ex- 
change prisoners of war and over- 
see other humanitarian r- ,; -f. the 
chief mediator said. 

European Community repre- 
sentative Jose Cutileiro told a 
news conference that the repre- 
sentatives had failed to agree to 
an} political issues in three days 
of peace talks in London. 

Mr. Cutileiro said they had 
agreed to work to set up an 
international committee, with 
members nominated by each of 
the parties. 

“It will start work as soon as 
-possible: and it must rely on local 
support from all parties,” he said. 

Mr. Cutileiro said this round of 
talks, which involved separate 
sessions with representatives of 
tire Muslim, Serb and Croat fac- 
tions in the war-ravaged republic, 
was over and a thrid round had 
been scheduled in London for the 
week on Aug. 17. 


Russian 
MPs fail 
to agree on 
disputed 
islands 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian lawmakers Tuesday failed to 
agree what to do about a string of 
islands seized from Japan in the 
dosing days of World War II, a 
news agency reported. - 
The debate was held in adv- 
ance of President Boris Yeltsin's 
planned trip on Tokyo .this fall. 
Although some lawmakers urged 
Mr. Yeltsin to cancel or postpone 
the trip, a legislative panel merely 
voted to send him a transcript of 
the debate, the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency said. 

A majority of the Russian Sup- 
reme Soviet deputies opposed the 
idea of returning the four islands 
to Japan, saying Japan had no 
legal grounds for them, the news 
agency said. 

After annexing the islands 
north of Japan in 1945. the Soviet 
Union turned them into a major 
military outpost on its Pacific 
flank. Some Russians now worry 
that the islands’ loss would be a 
blow to Russia’s Pacific defences. 

The dispute has been a major 
sticking point in relations be- 
tween the two countries and has 
stifled Japanese aid and invest- 
ment in the former Soviet re- 
public. 

Japan and the Soviet Union 
never signed a peace treaty for-, 
many ending World War II. Mos- 
cow insists on signing a pact 
before reviewing the islands’ sta- 
tus. but Tokyo wants Russia to 
acknowledge its control before or 
along with the treaty. 

Russian lawmaker Oleg 
Rumyantsev said Tuesday’s 
closed-door debate was aimed at 
“long-term constructive talks 
with Japan with due account of 
the national interests of Russia.” 
In Tokyo, a Japanese official 
said Wednesday Mr. Yeltsin is 
expected to go head with his visit 
to Tokyo whether or not he can 
bring a plan to settle the long- 
standing territorial dispute. 

He was speaking after stormy 
scenes in the Moscow parliament 
over the future of four Russian- 
held islands off northern Japan. 

Tokyo insists on their return 
before it will give Russia urgently 
needed economic aid. Conserva- 
tives, backed by tbe military, 
warned Mr. Yeltsin Tuesday not 
to sacrifice Russian territory for 
short-term gain. 

So could the Russian leader 
feel obliged to postpone his trip? 
“As far as we’re concerned, 

. *« 

Japanese official said. 

“We don’t really have a list of 
expectations at tH* point because 

detail' r ' the 

been agreed upo.. ith sides, 
he said. 

Foreign minister Michio Wata- 
nabe is on record as saying there 
is no point in Mr. Yeltsin coming 
to Tokyo empty-handed. 

Two weeks ago, amidst prepa- 
rations for Mr. Yeltsin’s visit, a 
frustrated Watanabe told a Rus- 
sian official in Tokyo: “It is no 
good if President Yeltsin's visit in 
September turns out to be tbe 
same as that of (Soviet leader. 
Mikhail) Gorbachev. He must 
make a step forward.” 

That is more easily said than 
done, judging by Tuesday’s he- 
ated exchanges in tbe Russian 
parliament 



A Moldovan reservist is instructing a young recruit on loading 
a rifle dip 

Peace force moves into 
Moldova’s Dnestr region - 


MOSCOW (R) — The first 
peacekeeping troops moved into 
Moldova's Dnester region 
Wednesdiy after a late-night deal 
between Russia, Moldova and 
the self-styled Dnester Republic, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

Interfax quoted a Moldovan 
official as saying that representa- 
tives of tbe three sides had agreed 
late Tuesday to send die first 
troops to the region. 

Five Russian battalions of 
peacekeepers were due to be 
followed by three Moldovan 
battalions and two from tbe 
Breakaway Dnester Region. 

Slav separatists in Dnester are 
afraid they will become second- 
ed ass citizens if Moldova streng- 
thens ties with its ethnic twin 
Romania. Hundreds have died in 
fighting this year. 

Moldova is tbe second region 
of the former Soviet Union where 


a Commonwealth peacekeeping 
force is frying to quell bitter 
e thnic fighting. 

The tost such force was dis- 
patched earlier this month to 
Georgia’s breakaway region of 
South Ossetia. 

Tbe Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States, which replaced 
the disintegrating Soviet Union 
late last year, has agreed to set up 
its own force of peacekeepers 
ready to move to troublespots 
and prevent ethnic, violence from 
spiriting out of control. 

Romanian troops had original- 
ly been invited to form part of an 
international peacekeeping force - 
in Moldova, but the Romanian 
parliament delayed and decision 
on tins earlier this month, saying 
a political solution was needed to 
end ethnic bloodshed. 

A shaky ceasefire took effect in 
tbe region this month. 


Soldiers stage 3-hour 
coup bid in Madagascar 


ANTANANRIVO (R) — A 
small group of soldiers tried to - 
seize power in the Indian Ocean 
state of Madagascar Wednesday 
but fled into hiding when they 
failed to win any popular support. 

Ten soldiers took control of 
state-run Radio Madagascar and 
‘ Didier Ratsiraka, 

ui power since 1975, had been 
replaced by a former chamber of 
commerce official, Fety Michel. 

They said a committee to res- 
cue the nation had taken over and 
appealed for calm. But they fled 
the bidding after three boors and 
disappeared in the sprawling 
Malagasy capitaL 
, Crowds of curious residents 
converged on the radio station to. 
see what Was happening bnt there 
was no general uprising in die 
capital, scene of violent protests 
Mr. Ratsiraka in the past 18 
months. 

The coup leaders said they 
would respect faltering steps to- 
wards democracy Mr. Ratsiraka 
has reluctantly taken and that 
economic, political and moral re- 
newal would be their watch- 
words. 


Michel, a priest, is a former 
head of tbe National Develop- 
ment Council, a body similar to a 
chamber of commerce and one of 
many semi-state organisations set 
op in a mushrooming bureacracy 
Mr. Ratsiraka used to create em- 
ployment. 

Little else is known about the 
pastor and his exact links to the 
soldiers who said they had staged 
the coup were not dear. 

. Since Mr. Ratsiraka lifted a 
ban on political parties, a wide 
range of groups have emerged 
reflecting every shade of opinion 
on the island, whose Malay-Afri- 
can population practises just ab- 
out all varieties of religion from 
Catholicism to witchcraft. 

Power in Madagascar is often 
based on cults. Many of Mr. 
Ratsiraka’s young supporters and 
opponents belong to martial arts 
societies and have frequently 
clashed in Kung Fu riots. 

Mr. Ratsiraka, an autocratic 
leftist who was a late convert to 
pluralist democracy, was aid by 
officials to be in ms presidential, 
palace and made no statement. 


trafficking and terrori s m. “SfiGore mocks Bush, Quayle as foreign policy ‘whizzes’ 


then imposed one-man, military- 
backed rule. 

“Tbe people elected me to 
bring change, not just to keep the 
presidential seat wa r m,” Mr. Fu- 
jimori said. 

The president maintained that 
recent strides in tbe battle against 
leftist insurgents, indudiDg the 
arrests of key leaders and restora- 
tion of order in rebel-controlled 
prisons and universities, has 
prompted the Shining Path guer- 
rilla group to carry out indiscri- 
minate attacks in desperation. 

A recent series of rebel car 
bombings has claimed 40 lives in 
tite capital. Heavily-armed army' 
and police continued to guard 
government buildings and patrol 
the streets Tuesday. 

Mr. Fujimori also ratified his 
decision Friday to decree m ilitar y 
and not civilian courts for rebels, 
but announced no new mea- 
sures. 

And be bailed recent conde- 
mnations of the Shining Path by 
the United Nations, the Orga- 
nisation of American States and 
human rights groups Americas 
Watch and Amnesty Interna- 
tionaL 

Mr. Fujimori urged the armed 
forces not to commit excesses 
against civilians m the fight 
a gain st the Shining Path. Peru 
has had the worst human rights 
record for tbe past four years, 
according to the U.N. 

Judicial reforms begun in April 
will continue, the president said. 
He said that despite a backlog of 
64,000 cases, drug traffickers con- 
tinue, to be freed in record time.' 


ATLANTA (AP) — Tbe Demo- 
crats counterattacked in the in- 
creasingly bitter presidential cam- 
paign debate over foreign policy, 
with A1 Gore dedaring that if 
President George Bosh and Vice 
President Dan Quayle “are such 
whizzes” then why is Sad dam 
Hussein “thumbing his nose at 
tbe entire world”. 

Former President Jimmy Car- 
ter joined the assault, blaming 
Mr. Bush for the “politicising of 
foreign policy” and saying it 
would be “a travesty” if Secretary 
of State James Baker quits such a 
vital post to lead the president's 
reelection campaign. 

In contrast, tbe White House 
was all but silent on the issue, a 
day after Mr. Bush’s spokesman 
called a statement by Bill Clinton 
on posable use of force in Yugos- 
lavia “reckless” and Bush-Quay! e 
campaign aides attacked Mr. 
Qmton as lacking both ability 
.and experience in foreign policy. 

Mr. Bosh is rang the latest 
foceoff with Iraq to remind 
American voters of his deep ex- 
perience in foreign affairs. Hie 
new effort was the c en t e rpiece of 
Mr. Bush speeches Monday in 
Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Bush said the president some- 
times gets calls in the middle of 
the night from advisers “about a 
coup in a powerful country (or) 
askmg how we should stand up to 
the Baghdad bully halfway 
around the world,” r e fer ring to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater reiterated Mr. Bush’s 


appreciation of the Democratic 
presidential nominee’s general 
support on the Iraqi situation. 
Asked if the White House we- 
ren’t sending an inconsistent mes- 
sage, Mr. Fitzwater smiled and 
said, “nobody gets our blanket 
endorsements.” 

Mr. Clinton took a verbal shot 
at Mr. Bush’s Monday suggestion 
that be alone had “tbe experi- 
ence, the seasoning, the guts’* to 
stand up to such foes as the Iraqi 
president. Mr. Bush should show 
such qualities “a fittie more con- 
sistently,” Mr. Clinton said. 


er wfli leave his port as Mr. 
Bush’s top foreign policy adviser 
to take charge of tbe campaign 
were “indicative of the super- 
ficiality with which foreign policy 
issues in tilis campaign are likely 
to be addressed.” 

He said it would be “a very sad 
day and an unacceptable prece- 
dent if tiie secretary of state does 
step down from his role and 
assumes the role of political cam- 
paign manager. ...I think it would 
be a travesty of a bipartisan fore- 
ign poligr.” - 

iton’s campaign 


the rival factions and suggested 
strategic bombing . strikes if 
attacks continued against an in- 
ternational aid effort. 

Ca mp a ig n spokeswoman Tone 
Clarke weighed in, too: “I don't 
think anything wffl help Bill Clin- ■ 
ton on. foreign policy, because he. 
has no ability and no experience 
whatsoever.” 

Mr. Clinton said he was “per- 
plexed by the White House re- 
sponse, since he hadn’t criticised 
the administration and his stand 
was close to Mr. Bush's. 


The Democratic presidential b^n enjoying a smooth ride since tfart* defet? 
candidate, in Chicago for a cam- the Democratic national conven- ave on foreign poBcv 8 
paign stop focusing on health titin. At public appearances be 
care, dism issed the Bush cam- has attracted huge crowds, with 
paign criticism as an effort to people waiting for hours, some- 
times in tiie dead of nigit, to 
catch a glimpse of the Democratic 


prob! 


domestic 


“You would expect them to say presidential nominee, 
that with a faffing economy.” he Stdk aides trinri tn u 


said. “All that talk about foreign 
policy - there is a limit to bow 
strong we can be abroad if'we’re 
not strong at home.” 

Sen. Gore, appearing in Atlan- 
ta alongside Mr. Carter, accused 
the Bush a dministra tion of focus- 
ing on foreign policy to tbe detri- 
ment Of domestic matters - and 
still faiQnig to dislodge the Iraqi 
president 

Although Americans do have 
concerns about world affairs, he 
said, “tiie dominant issue in this 
campaign is going to be bow 
we’re going to get our country 
moving forward.” 

Mr. Carter, appearing with 
Sen. Gore, said reports that Bak- 


economy,” he Stiff, aides tried to temper their 
elation. 

Mr. Bush is expected to see a 


foreign policy. 

Meanwhile Bush campaign 
?°mces said Tuesday Mr. Baker 
is expe cted to leave Ms post 
shortly after next month's U.S. 
wit by, load’s new leader to 
direct President Bosh’s struegfimr 
re-e lection bid. 

According fo the. sources, Mr. 
_ Baker wiQ resunr after rmrfi 

surge of support when he is for- Prime Rafifo 

malty nominated at next month's visits Mr. Bush bn An a: 10-11 at 
RepoWicm convention. the. president’s 

Bosh aides, attempting to high- Kermebankport^ Maine " 
bffi the Arkansas governor’s Mr. BakerSrantoto wit until 
lack of foreign poliqr expenence, after the Rabin visit,” said one 
/have nduxiled Mr. Qinton s poa- campaign source, notin* the 
tion oil the cxvfl war among the secretary of -state "had been a 
former Yugoslav republics. leafing force in efforts to mediate 

“It sounds Hte the kind of a Mfckfle East peace. 
reckless approach that imficates The visit by tbe Israeli leader 
be better do some more home- announced by the White House 
work o ° fore ign policy,” White Tuesday comes just before the 
House Press Secretary Marim Aug. £7-20 Republican national 
}***&*■ m „ convention that would nominate 
i sajdMr- Bush Mr. Bush to rtand for a second 1 

wcked leadership m dealing with four-year term. 


offloi 


7 -year-old pleads 
guilty to rape 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — One 
of two 7-year-dd boys charged 
with delinquency in the alleged 
rape of a first-grade girl in a 
school restroom pleaded guflty 
and agreed to testify against the t 
other boy. Accompanied by bis ■ 
mother, the boy appeared scared 
but confidently answered ques- 
tions at a bearing before Marion 
County magistrate Susan Boat- 
wrigbt-Simon, witnesses said. 
The child, whose trial was to start 
Tuesday, admitted involvement 
in the March 26 attack. Sentenc- 
ing was set for Sept. 10. After 
their arrests, the boys were 
allowed to stay home to await 
trial. Under a plea agreement, 
the boy will be on probation lor 
at least two years, get counseling 
and have no contact with the 
victim. He also agreed to testify 
at tbe other boy’s trial, set to 
begin on Sept. 10. If the agree- 
ment is broken, the court could 
remove the child from his home, 
said deputy prosecutor Gary 
Chavers. “The victim’s mother is 
pleased with the plea," Mr# 
Chavers said, “and from the 
state’s standpoint, we’re happy 
that this individual is willing to 
testify against the other indi- ; 
vidual.” 

KGB bugged Raisa's 
hairdresser, 

Yeltsin’s bath 

MOSCOW (R) — KGB agents^ 
out to protect the Communist 
Party, tapped the telephone of 
Raisa Gorbachev's hairdresser 
and bugged Boris Yeltsin's bath 
house, a Russian journalist told a 
court bearing on the party’s acti- . 
vities. ITAR-T ' " News Agency 
said Yevgeni Albats told 
Russia’s oonstituu.nal court that 
the KGB and the party were 
virtually one and the same. “The v 
two power structures were dosely 
interlinked,” Ms. Albats said. 
Ms. Albats, who served as an 
adviser to a parliament commis- 
sion on last August’s failed hard-- 
line coup, said she learned of the 
KGB actions from commission 
documents. TASS gave no indica- 
tion of what the agents may have 
is&ned from the hairdresser of 
the wife of former Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev or firm 
the public sauna Yeltsin fre- 
quented. Hie constitutional court 
is hearing arguments that Mr. 
Yeltsin’s post-coup orders 
ning the party were illegal. .-.W 
Yeltsin and bis allies have coun-^ 
ter-aftackcd, arguing before tbe 
court that the activities of the 
party were illegal and it sf auk? ts 
barred. 

Louisiana man 
survives battle 
with alligator 

FRENCH SETTLEMENT, 
Louisiana (AP) — - Craig Dear- 
mond battled an S-to 10-foot 
(2 Vi - to 3-metre) alligator under 
his bouse on a bank of the Amite 
River and ended up with more 
than 200 stitches. “It was just as 
fag as I was and I think he wanted 
to fight,” Mr. Deannond said. “I 
knew I was in trouble.” Mr. 
Dearmond* 32, said he went 
under the house to try to jack it. 
out of the mud Saturday, and he* 
didn’t see the alligator until it 
opened its huge jaws. Mr. Dear- 
mond said he fought the reptile 
for almost half an hour. 
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Lone yachtsman 
saved from atoll 

VICTORIA (R) — A lone yach- 
tsman has been rescued from a 
' remote Indian Ocean island atoll 
after his boat was wrecked in a 
. storm on the last leg 'of his round-' 

. the- world trip. South African 
Anthony Steadman, 28, survived 
on coconuts and pawpaws for 
eight days on Surf Island, part of 
■tiie Seychelles 115-island chain, _ 
pilot Dave' Plows told Reuters^ 

Mr. Steadman was trying to hi?- v 
come file Gist Yachtsman to dr-, . v 
cumnavigate the globe alone 
the smallest open boat. He left'. 
Cape Town in February 1991 and jr&i 
was on his last leg borne who) be - A, 
ran into a five-day storm that tore ?of' 
his four-metre home-made boat. • 
“Challenger" to .pieces, MK 
Plows *aid.. He was save&Jagt- 5* 
week after he toed an emerg^ ^, 
Rare and attracted a posing 
gate-owned Island Develop^* £ fa 
Corporation (IDC) slup. .*5^' ^ 
lucky. If he’d missed Surf Island -'jA* 

the next land would be Macbgas^ VjHr. 
car or even the east coast" <£ ^1 
Africa,” .sakT Mr..;Flews, ^ 
flies for IDC and was due to pick 
Mr. Steadman up from the Far- . 
qohar Group of jttolls where b c . 
was recovering from his ordeaL,. 

Mr. Plows said Mr. ‘ * 



proposed marriage to his ^ 
fnend by radio after being sawid. 
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